The Democrats head to Boston 

Transgenders taking part in convention , 
but don't get mentioned in party platform. 
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Analyzing FMA battle 

Few winners emerge after 
Senate rejects amendment. 
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Sex symbol returns 

Jane Russell appears 
on the Castro stage. 

see Arts section 






Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 


Governor’s 
girlie men’ 
comment 
draws lire 

by Cynthia Laird 


G overnor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
came under fire Monday, July 19 
for comments he made over the 
weekend during a stop in Southern 
California when he referred to De¬ 
mocratic lawmakers as “girlie men.” 

Schwarzenegger made the remarks 
during a stop at a shopping mall in 



Gov. Schwarzenegger 


“If they 

don’t have the guts to come here in 
front of you and say, ‘I don’t want to 
represent you. I want to represent 
these special interests the unions, the 
trial lawyers ... if they don’t have the 
guts, I call them girlie men,” 
Schwarzenegger said Saturday. 

Apparently, it was not the first 
time the Republican governor has ut¬ 
tered the phrase. Journalist Rex 
Wockner, who writes for several 
LGBT publications, circulated an e- 
mail Monday indicating that in Feb¬ 
ruary 1992 Schwarzenegger referred 
to Democratic presidential candidates 
as “girlie men” during a rally in New 
Hampshire for then-President George 


H.W. Bush. 

The comment was also found in 
an old Saturday Night Live skit that 
parodied the governor in his body¬ 
building and acting days. 

Some gay politicos, activists, and 
the Legislature’s Women’s Caucus 
quickly seized on Schwarzenegger’s 
latest comment, decrying it as misog- 
ynistic and homophobic. 

Schwarzenegger will not apologize, 
according to Rob Stutzman, his 
spokesman, who added that the “girlie 
men” line was not used by 
Schwarzenegger during a stop in Stock- 
ton on Sunday where he criticized De¬ 
mocrats as “acting like children.” 

“My first thought was this guy has 
lost his balance,” state Assemblyman 
Mark Leno (D-San Francisco) told 
the Bay Area Reporter. Leno, who is 
chair of the Legislature’s five-member 
LGBT Caucus, said he took offense at 
the comment. 

“He’s using the feminine gender as 
a pejorative. He’s saying Democrats 
are ineffective because they’re girlie 
men. It says more about him. I think 
it’s more misogynistic than homo- 
phobic. I found it offensive,” Leno 
said. “He clearly didn’t mean for it to 
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Former defense 
secretary critical of UADI 



by Cynthia Laird 


W illiam Perry, a former defense sec¬ 
retary during the Clinton admin¬ 
istration, told the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter Sunday, July 18 that the mil¬ 
itary’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy was a 
“poor compromise.” 

Perry made the comments during a brief 
interview following his remarks at a LGBT 
fundraiser for presumptive Democratic pres¬ 
idential candidate Senator John Kerry. The 
event, held in Berkeley, raised $125,000 for 
the Kerry campaign. 

“It’s not a good policy,” Perry said after his 
speech. “It was a poor compromise.” 

The Kerry campaign initially did not want 
the event covered by the media, but did allow the 
B.A.R. and another gay newspaper in to the 
event. Perry spoke with the B.A.R. for a few min¬ 
utes following the formal program, but rebuffed 
a second attempt to question him further. 

The irony of a former defense secretary 
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Castro housing project helps 
homeless youth feel at home 



“The hotel is nice. It is much nicer than 
sleeping on the streets,” said Munro, who 
identifies as queer, about his new accommo¬ 
dations. 

Begun by Supervisor Bevan Dufty, local 
merchants and residents, as well as several 
city agencies and nonprofits, the project is 
helping to give the participants a chance at a 
new life. Four of the youth agreed to talk to 
the Bay Area Reporter about their time spent 
on the streets and how they are changing 
their lives with the community’s assistance. 

“I like it. I really do. I really love this pro¬ 
ject. It is great to be off the streets,” said Alex¬ 
is Lasek, 25, a bisexual transgender. 

Originally from Acworth, Georgia, Lasek 
came to San Francisco in November 2001 
after a short stint in a mental health facility. 

“My discharge papers said to live on the 
streets of San Francisco,” said Lasek. “When I 
arrived here on Greyhound I didn’t know 
anyone. I was scared crapless that first day.” 

Once in town, Lasek began to live as a 
woman and cycled through the city’s shelter 
system. She also spent six months at Ark 
Plouse, a transitional housing program for 
queer youth that moved last year from the 
Castro to a South of Market location. This 
spring she learned she had been accepted for 
the new Castro project and moved into the 
hotel. 

“I was happy. It was finally a chance to try 
to get back on my feet,” she said. “My goals 
change constantly, unfortunately. I have some 
major depression problems so I have been 
dealing with that lately.” 

Through the project, Lasek has begun to 
see a therapist to work on her self-esteem and 
gender issues. She hopes to enroll in City Col¬ 
lege and is just glad to have a private space all 
to herself. 

“I needed to be alone for a while. It is not 
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by Matthew S. Bajko 


P itching his tent for the last 
year and a half near the 
bison herd in Golden Gate 
Park, Erik Munro hated 
when it rained. A poet and writer, 

Munro would scramble to find 
cover from the wet weather not only 
to stay dry, but to save his writing. 

Much of it was lost, washed 
away with each rainstorm. 

“Outside you have to grab your 
shit and run for cover or you will 
get soaked,” said the 24-year-old, 
who has lived on the streets since 
he was 18. 

In October 2002 Munro left 
New England on a Greyhound bus 
to arrive in San Francisco without 
a place to stay. Hooking up with 
friends in the Castro who were 
also homeless, he found little help 
to get himself on his feet here. 

“This city obviously wasn’t 
what I thought it would be. I 
thought there would be all these 
support systems and there was vir¬ 
tually nothing,” said Munro. 

His days were spent either read¬ 
ing in the park or at the youth 
space at the Eureka Valley Recre¬ 
ation Center. At night he would re¬ 
turn to camp in the park. 

Then in April, with showers 
soaking San Francisco’s streets, 

Munro for once didn’t run for cover. He bare¬ 
ly noticed the rainstorm at all. 

“There were a couple of days where it 
rained and I didn’t notice. I thought to myself 
‘I am dry. It’s a miracle!”’ said Munro as he 
sat on his bed in a room at the Perramont 


Alexis Lasek, left and Erik Munro encountered 
struggles before being accepted into the Castro Youth 
Housing Initiative. 


Hotel, a single-room occupancy hotel on 
Market Street. 

Munro is one of six formerly homeless 
Castro youth who moved into the Perramont 
three and a half months ago as part of the 
Castro Youth Housing Initiative. 
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We want to make our position perfectly clear. 

This election year, there’s a lot of national debate on 
issues that are important to the GLBT community, including 
the Federal Marriage Amendment. And, as a political 
candidate, Pete Coors has expressed his personal position 
on this issue. Coors Brewing Company’s position on this 
issue differs from Pete Coors’. Coors CEO Leo Kiely 
outlines the company’s official position as follows: 

“We do not support discrimination against the GLBT 
community-via legislation or otherwise.” 

Let’s be clear. We don’t support amending the 
Constitution. 


And we’ve continued our efforts to be not only a better 
corporate citizen, but a better place to work as well. More 
than 10 years ago, we created our Lesbian and Gay 
Employee Resource Council (LAGER) to provide an 
employee support network and regularly advise our senior 
management. We even made history in 1995, when Coors 
became the first major brewery in America to offer 
same-sex partner health benefits. 

Many people have responded positively to these efforts. 
In 2001, we received the Colorado Human Rights 
Campaign Award. And we just received the highest score 
possible from the Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate 
Equality Index-100. So, while we’re not perfect, we’re 
clearly working hard to be a better company. 


That attitude is in keeping with our actions since 1978, 
when we adopted an inclusive nondiscrimination policy that 
recognized the rights of GLBT applicants and employees. 
We took another important step forward in 1988 and 
provided corporate support to important GLBT community 
groups. Today, we’re proud to back the efforts of the 
HRC, GLAAD, GPAC and numerous AIDS organizations. 


It’s simple. At Coors, we 
believe supporting the rights of 
the GLBT community is good for 
our customers and our 
employees. And, above all, it’s 
the right thing to do. 

Thanks for listening. 


tool 4 

Now’s the time. 


Give us your feedback: str8talk@mergemediagroup.com 
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Representatives from numerous nonprofits receive their Pride grants Monday. 


Pride grants awarded 


by Cynthia Laird 


' v: xecutive directors, staffers, 
and other representatives 
„v from a variety of organiza¬ 
tions turned out at the Cathedral 
Hill Hotel on Monday, July 19, as 
the San Francisco LGBT Pride 
Celebration Committee Inc. 
awarded a total of $122,066.58 to 
54 organizations. The money rep¬ 
resents a portion of gate receipts 
and beverage sales from this year’s 
Pride festival. 

The total amount was less than 
the $156,209.17 distributed last 
year, a fact Pride board President 
Joey Cain attributed to an ac¬ 
counting error discovered by 
Pride’s auditors. 

“We discovered that over the 
last two years, we hadn’t factored 
in all expenses with the beverage 
program,” Cain said. The result, he 
explained, was that Pride actually 
gave out about $40,000 more in 
each of the last two years than it 
should have. 

“It’s down from last year be¬ 
cause of the mistake,” Cain added. 

Gate receipts from this year’s 
event totaled about $72,000, Cain 
said, with half of that amount dis¬ 
tributed to the various communi¬ 
ty partners. Beverage receipts to¬ 
taled $339,206, with expenses 
coming in at $106,291, Cain said. 

Despite the decrease from last 
year, Cain said he’s pleased overall 

Correction 

The article, "Forum breaks 
down racial divisions/' in the 
July 15 edition on the racial 
forum held at the LGBT- 
Community Center incorrect¬ 
ly stated the age of Christo¬ 
pher Bergman. Bergman, 
who turned 55 this month, is 
a 50-year resident of.San 
Francisco. 


with the amount of money Pride 
was able to hand out. 

“It exceeds what we gave out 
three years ago, before the mis¬ 
take,” he said. 

Pride Executive Director Teddy 
Witherington also pointed out 
that this year, the organization 
had increased costs for insurance, 
police overtime, Department of 
Recreation and Parks fees, public 
works cleanup, and other services. 

“It’s frankly a miracle that 
things have turned out as well as 
they have,” Witherington said. “It 
kind of sticks in the gullet when 
you consider the event generates 
over $100 ranllion for the city’s 
economy.” 

Various local nonprofits signed 
on as community partners this 
year. By providing volunteers at 
beverage booths or entrance gates, 
or serving as safety monitors or 
medical personnel, they were enti¬ 
tled to receive a percentage of avail¬ 
able grant funds based on the num¬ 
ber of volunteer hours each organi¬ 
zation contributed. Additionally, 
volunteers not affiliated with a 
nonprofit could designate which 
one would receive credit for their 
hours. 

As a result, Pets Are Wonderful 
Support took the largest check - 
just over $8,000. 

“The safety folks loved PAWS,” 
Cain said, explaining that many 


volunteers had designated that 
agency to receive their credited 
hours. 

Most of the checks ranged be¬ 
tween $1,200 and $2,900. Other 
groups that received larger sums 
included: Alameda County 

Leather Corps, $3,080; the Deaf 
Gay and Lesbian Center, $4,276; 
Folsom Street Events, $3,343; the 
Imperial Council of San Francis¬ 
co, $ 2,908; Metropolitan Com¬ 
munity Church-San Francisco, 
$3,044; and Most Holy Redeemer 
AIDS Support Group, $3,604. 

LGBT athletic groups also did 
well this year. San Francisco 
Bowlers Emergency Aid Relief re¬ 
ceived $3,304; SF Fog Rugby Club, 
$3,457; SF Gay Softball League, 
$1,613; SF Spikes Soccer, $2,715; 
and the SF Tsunami Swim group 
received $3,257. 

Sistahs Steppin’ in Pride re¬ 
ceived $1,855, which will help 
with that group’s effort to stage 
the annual East Bay Dyke March 
and festival next month. The 
event is slated for August 28, said 
Peggy Moore, one of the lead or¬ 
ganizers. 

In other news at Monday’s 
check distribution party, the Pride 
board announced that the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation’s Life- 
Cycle contingent won the best 
overall award, based on communi¬ 
ty voting during Pride weekend. ▼ 



FREE YOURSELF 

’ FROM 

UNWANTED HAIR 

ERMANENTLY 


JOHN FRIZZELL 

REGISTERED ELECTR0L0GIST 

( 415 ) 626^2729 

WWW.CASTROELECTROLOGY.COM 



♦ A real street address 

* Receipt of UPS® and other 

courier packages 

• Call-in MailCheck™ 

♦ Mail holding 8r forwarding 

* 24-hour mailbox access 


Did you know the UPS 1 retail rate offered at 
The UPS Store- is often better than prices at 
the U.S. Post Office? 


2443 Fillmore (at Jackson) 


415.922,6245 Tel 

182 Howard (at Main) 

415,495.6963 Tel 

2370 Market Street (at Castm) 


415.431.0121 Tel 


Riles calculate010/1/03. UPS raws aie the UPS Retail Rate let Ofound am) include a fuel wrchatge of 1.5*, which is 
subject to change, bach UPS domestic package or international shipment is automatically protected by UPS against loss 
o( damage up to a value ol S100 (US), for more information see the terms and conditions on www.ups.com. Pnotity 
Mail and Parcel Post rates include the published charge of 32.20 which provides up to S100 indemnity coverage for a 
lost, rilled or damaged article Prices sublet! to residual shape suichaige. See www.usps.com lor more information All 
rates subject to change. Priority Mail and Parcel Post arc tegislered trademarks of the United States Post Office. 

82904 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. 43296A3S62 03 04 


You can get a lot out of 
one of our mailboxes. 


From: San Francisco, CA 

To: Denver, CO 


5-lb. Residential Package 

10-lb. Residential Package 

UPS* Ground 

$8.97 

$10.20 

Priority Mail* 

$11.50 

$15.20 

ParcelPost* 

$9.95 

$13.21 



GET FAST REUEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankie Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle 8t Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries & Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening & weekend hours 

Advantage Chiropractic 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

m 587-7000 IS 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Serra) 



Take Pride in Yourself! 
Together, We’ll Build a 
Healthier, Handsomer You! 


Certified Personal Trainer / Weight Manager 
F or Pe ople in t h e Pri me of Life! 

Free Consultation Call 415-606-4695 or 
Email: TrainerMartin@SBCglobal.net 


‘Martin Syector 

... with you every rep of the way 



SUTTER DENTAL 

SPA & SEOATION DENTISTRY 



BARRY WITT, DOS 


CHRIS BONIN, DDS 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY 0 LASER WHITENING 
VENEERS • PERIODONTAL THERAPY & IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN « INVISIBLE BRACES 


VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.SUTTERDENTAL.COM 


We are Delta Dental Providers. Patient financing is available. 


DOWNTOWN 

450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 
( 415 ) 986-6223 


GLEN PARK 

2790 Diamond Street 
(4’ 5) 5^5-t S°° 




...or are you getting the same treatment 

TIME AFTER TIME? 

We invite you to experience 
compassionate chiropractic care 

in the comfort of our beautiful home in the Mission. 
Active Release Technique 
Sports Chiropraclic 
Soft Tissue Injuries 
Joint Injuries/Pain 
Headaches/Neck Pain 

1 GORMAN § RIZZO | 

COMPASSIONATE CHIROPRACTIC CARE 

415.642.4363 

2762 21ST STREET IN THE MISSION 
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The Law Office of Robert B. Jobe has successfully represented more 
than a thousand people, from all over the world, fleeing persecution on 
account of race, religion, nationality, political opinion, sexual 
orientation. HIV-status and (trans)gender identity. 


0% Down Home Loan Avaiijvble 
First Time Home Buyers 


Accepting 
New Patients 


GARY FELDMAN, M.D. 

- ADULT MEDICINE 

- HIV/A1DS CARE 

- FAMILY PRACTICE 

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

(41 5) 202-1 5 50 
2 300 California street 
San Francisco, ca 9411 5 

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE PLANS 
BROWN (» TOLAND PROVIDER 


liiL 


You’re Queer. We’re Here! 

tWk 

► ► www.aavAsvlum.ora < < 

Law Office of Robert B. Jobe - Immigration & Nationality Law 
(415) 956-5513 M-F 9am-5pm, except 12-1pm. jobelaw@jobelaw.com 


Kirk Shimamoto, D.D.S. and 
Associates 

Personable dental care in a safe friendly environment 

• Affordable services 

• Emergency care available 

• New Patients welcome 

• Morning and evening appointments available 

• Teeth whitening 

• Complete Preventative and Restorative care 

Kirk Shimamoto, D.D.S. 

*FREE teetJh whitening kit for new patients* 

415 - 283-4720 

450 Sutter St., Suite 1225 • San Francisco, CA 94108 


Ask for Sellers Discounts &C Buyers Bonus 
Call NOW Your Most Trusted & Experienced Agent 
Cell: 925-980-8450 • Home Office; 925-944-3461 
Nanix>4re@aoi..com • www.Cai.ifornianHome.com 

REALTY EXECUTIVES 100% 


FERNANDO ACOSTA 

Top Producing Realtor 
Since 1992 

Se Habia EspaNol 

Proudly Serving Our Community in 
Contra Costa & Alameda Counties 
Buying • Selling • Investing 
Residential, Multi-Family & Land 


News in brief 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


East Bay LGBT survey 
under way 

Lavender Seniors has started 
an online survey that is open to 
LGBT East Bay residents of all 
ages, director Jeff Vessels has an¬ 
nounced. 

Supported by a grant from the 
city of Oakland, the survey is de¬ 
signed to learn more about life in 
the LGBT community and to col¬ 
lect opinions about the type of 
community people want to live in 
as they grow older. 

Vessels said that as of last week, 
the survey had received about 50 
responses. It will remain online at 
least through the end of July, after 
which responses will be compiled 
into a report for city officials, he 
added. 

The confidential survey is 
available at www.lavernderse- 
niors.org and takes less than 15 
minutes to complete. Those with¬ 
out Internet access can call Laven¬ 
der Seniors at (510) 667-9655 and 
leave a message to schedule a tele¬ 
phone interview. 

The survey asks about general 
health status, degree of being 
“out,” and experiences with health 
and human services providers. It 
then delves into other areas deal¬ 
ing with fears, needs, and hopes of 
current seniors and those who will 
someday be seniors. 

Housing subsidy referrals 

The AIDS Housing Alliance in 
San Francisco has announced a 
subsidized housing referral op¬ 
portunity for seniors (55 or older) 
with a disabling HIV diagnosis. 

Brian Basinger with the al¬ 
liance said that there are a total of 
18 Housing Opportunities for 
People With AIDS- (HOPWA) 


funded units now available in a se¬ 
nior-only building. Rent is 30 per¬ 
cent of income for qualified 
households. Wheelchair accessible 
units are available, and each single 
room occupancy unit has a full 
private bathroom. 

For more information, stop by 
the alliance’s office, located at 427 
South Van Ness Avenue, Monday 
through Thursday between 1 and 
5 p.m. Ask for Basinger. People 
can also e-mail him at aidshous- 
ing@aol.com. 

Provide feedback to CDC 

The Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention and the 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration are seeking public 
comment on three recent an¬ 
nouncements regarding HIV pre¬ 
vention and care. 

Until July 30, the Ryan White 
CARE Act working group of the 
CDC/HRSA Advisory Committee 
on HIV and STD Prevention and 
Treatment (CHACHSPT) is seek¬ 
ing comment regarding resource 
allocation issues in preparation 
for the upcoming 2005 reautho¬ 
rization of the CARE Act. 

Written comments should not 
exceed 10 single-spaced pages and 
should include contact informa¬ 
tion, including any organization¬ 
al affiliation. 

Comments can be submitted 
via mail to: CHACHSPT, c/o 
HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau, attn: 
Shelley Gordon; Office of Policy 
and Program Development, Park- 
lawn Building Rm. 7-18, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 
20857. 

In another matter, comments 
are being accepted until August 16 
regarding the CDC’s proposed 
changes to the HIV content guide¬ 
lines. Changes being proposed in¬ 
clude addressing the advances in 


technology (mainly through the 
Internet); increasing grantee ac¬ 
countability; consistency with 
new public law; and improving 
clarity. 

To read the proposed guide¬ 
lines, visit www.cdc.gov/nchstp/ 
od/content_guidelines/default.ht 
m. Comments can be submitted 
online, using a submission form. 

Syphilis action meeting 

The Syphilis Action Coalition 
is looking for a few creative vol¬ 
unteers to join a one-time meet¬ 
ing to help develop e-cards for a 
new gay sexual health Web site. 

Deb Levine, executive director 
of Internet Sexuality Information 
Services and one of the organizers, 
said the meeting takes place Mon¬ 
day, July 26, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Dinner will be served and a small 
stipend will be provided. 

Interested people should e- 
mail jon@isis-inc.org or deb@isis- 
inc.org for more details. 

S. Bay Demos to meet 

The Silicon Valley LGBT De¬ 
mocratic Club will meet Wednes¬ 
day, July 28 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Billy DeFrank Lesbian and 
Gay Community Center, 938 The 
Alameda, in San Jose. 

Club President Clark Williams 
said that the featured speaker will 
be Ira Ruskin, a Redwood City 
council member and the Democ¬ 
ratic candidate for the 21 st As¬ 
sembly District. A former mayor 
of Redwood City, Ruskin will an¬ 
swer questions about his cam¬ 
paign and talk about issues and 
concerns important to the LGBT 
community. 

The club is open to any regis¬ 
tered Democrat sharing the club’s 
credo. For more information 
about the club, call (408) 566- 
3595. T 


Log Cabin officer resigns 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


F acing possible removal for 
his supporting presumed 
Democratic presidential 
candidate John Kerry, the past 
president of a local gay Republi¬ 
can club resigned his seat on the 
group’s board this week. 

Colin Gallagher, who served as 
the president of the San Francisco 
Log Cabin Republicans chapter 
from 2002 to 2003, opted to step 
down Tuesday, July 20 during a 
special meeting of the board. 

“I decided it would be better 
not to be the cause of any division. 
A majority of the board agreed-it 
was inconsistent - my being a 
board member and being an ad¬ 
vocate for the Kerry campaign,” 
said Gallagher, who is hosting a 
Kerry fundraiser in his Pacific 
Heights home Thursday, July 29. 
“It doesn’t mean I changed my 
mind on supporting Kerry. I’m 
adamantly a Kerry supporter.” 

Gallagher, who lost a bid earli¬ 
er this year to be the Republican 
candidate against Assemblyman 
Marie Leno (D-San Francisco) in 
' November, said he would remain 
a registered Republican as well as a 
member of the Log Cabin club. 

But, he said, “I don’t plan on 
being very active. Everything I do 
now will be focused on electing 
Kerry this November.” 

For the local club, Gallagher’s 
resignation staves off what would 
have been the first time the board 
had voted to remove a fellow 



Colin Gallagher 


board member, club officials said. 
As the immediate past president, 
Gallagher automatically is given 
an ex officio seat with voting 
rights on the seven-person board. 

“I regret things had to come to 
this point but I think Colin’s deci¬ 
sion to resign from the board was 
an admirable move and was the 
right decision for him and for the 
organization,” said Paul Lynd, the 
chapter’s current president, 
Wednesday morning. “Otherwise 
he certainly would have been re¬ 
moved from the board.” 

Lynd said having a board mem¬ 
ber actively endorsing a Democra¬ 
tic candidate could have jeopar¬ 
dized the club’s charter, which is 
granted by the local Republican 
County Central Committee. 

“We are a Republican club. We 


are limited to endorsing Republi¬ 
cans. We can’t endorse a Democ¬ 
rat in a partisan race,” explained 
Lynd. “There was some informa¬ 
tion that he was not only support¬ 
ing John Kerry but was hosting a 
fundraiser for him. As a member 
of our board that is a conflict.” 

Initially, Gallagher resisted calls 
for his resignation, saying it would 
send the wrong message to other 
club members who do not want to 
support President Bush. 

“Quite frankly, I am a little 
more concerned with the prece¬ 
dent that is set for the organiza¬ 
tion in the sense that everyone 
who is a member of the local club 
must essentially advocate for 
Bush’s re-election or shut up en¬ 
tirely,” Gallagher said in an inter¬ 
view Monday, adding he was dis¬ 
appointed in the club leaders’ de¬ 
cision to oust him from the board. 

Lynd stressed Gallagher’s sup¬ 
port of Kerry would not be an issue 
if he was not a board member. 

“My view is - and I have made 
this clear - what anyone does per¬ 
sonally with their own vote is their 
own business. But we can’t have a 
member of the board endorsing 
and actively fundraising for the 
Democratic campaign,” he said. 

The local Republican Party and 
the national leadership of the Log 
Cabin Republicans had been ap¬ 
prised of the situation, said Lynd, 
but had yet to express any outright 
concerns. 

While the Log Cabin Republi¬ 
cans endorsed President Bush in 
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District 5 candidate Robert Haaland, left, listens as D.A. Kamala Harris announces support for his candidacy. 


Harris backs Haaland 


by Cynthia Laird 


S an Francisco District Attor¬ 
ney Kamala Harris made 
her first endorsement since 
taking office when she formally 
backed District 5 supervisor can¬ 
didate Robert Haaland at a news 
conference Tuesday, July 20. 

Haaland, a longtime transgen¬ 
der activist and former president 
of the Harvey Milk LGBT Demo¬ 
cratic Club, is seeking the seat 
being vacated by Board of Super¬ 
visors President Matt Gonzalez. 
The progressive district includes 
the Haight, Inner Sunset, the Fill¬ 
more, and the Western Addition. 
Tuesday’s event was held outside 
the Ella Hill Hutch Community 
Center in the Western Addition. 

“As a member of the law en¬ 
forcement community, as a mem¬ 
ber of the civil rights community, 
and as a San Franciscan, I am 
proud to support Robert Haa¬ 
land,” Harris said. 

Harris, who won a hotly con¬ 
test race against former District 
Attorney Terence Hallinan last 
year, is the first woman and person 
of color to head the D.A.’s office. 

Harris pointed to Haaland’s 
work as an attorney and union or¬ 
ganizer and said he knows how to 
build successful coalitions. 

“He will make sure the ‘little 


person’ is represented equally,” 
Harris said. “Robert knows how to 
talk, walk, and march with all San 
Franciscans.” 

For his part, Haaland wel¬ 
comed Harris’s support, and 
praised the district attorney, 
whom he supported last year. 

“Thank you, Kamala Harris. 
You are the brightest young elect¬ 
ed official in San Francisco,” he 
said, adding that Harris is also a 
coalition builder. 

“Coalition building is an inter¬ 
esting thing,” said Haaland, who 
pointed out that the late Ella Hill 
Hutch served on the Board of Su¬ 
pervisors with the late Harvey 
Milk. “It’s about authentic voices 
coming together, whether it be in 
the Inner Sunset, the Fillmore, or 
the Haight.” 

Haaland is currently a field or¬ 
ganizer with the Service Employee 
International Union Local 790. He 
has long been active in local poli¬ 
tics, and managed Supervisor 
Tom Ammiano’s write-in cam¬ 
paign for mayor in 1999. 

Lawanna Preston, a coworker 
of Haaland’s, pointed out that he 
understands the local political 
scene. 

“This is someone who will de¬ 
vote every minute of every day to 
representing working people. 
Robert understands the process of 
the Board of Supervisors. Robert 


understands politics. He is not 
someone who will go on the at¬ 
tack and that’s what we need in 
San Francisco. Politics has enough 
backbiting and name calling,” said 
Preston. 

Haaland also serves on the San 
Francisco Democratic County 
Central Committee. 

Tracy Baxter, a member of the 
DCCC, was at Tuesday’s endorse¬ 
ment announcement and also 
praised Haaland. The DCCC has 
not yet endorsed in the race. 

“I believe Robert Haaland will 
deliver true representation for 
people of the Fillmore,” she said. 

Important issues in District 5, 
Haaland said, include pushing for 
greater police accountability, and 
getting city services in the various 
neighborhoods. Haaland is also a 
strong advocate of affordable 
housing, public power, and ten¬ 
ant’s rights. San Francisco’s two 
Democratic Assemblymen, Mark 
Leno and Leland Yee, as well as the 
Milk Club and Supervisors Am- 
miano, Jake McGoldrick, and 
Aaron Peskin have already en¬ 
dorsed him. 

With Gonzalez’s decision not 
to seek re-election, District 5 is up 
for grabs this November. Many 
candidates have already launched 
campaigns, and dozens are ex¬ 
pected to be on the ballot follow¬ 
ing the August 6 filing deadline. ▼ 
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John Kerry for president 



John Kerry campaigning in West Virginia last week. 
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I s the two major party national con- 
| ventions loom, rational discussion 
r' 1 about the candidates and the issues 
becomes harder to find. Apathy often prevails 
when the shine comes off the candidate that 
was once thought so pure. They even begin 
to look alike. Ralph Nader says there’s not 
much difference between Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans. Recently my good friend Mark 
Segal, publisher of the Philadelphia Gay News 
and a legendary activist for gay and lesbian 
rights, opined that maybe we are as well off 
with the enemy we know than with the 
enemy we don’t know. With all due respect, 
what planet are these guys on? The four years 
of the George W. Bush presidency have been 
a disaster for the LGBT community as well as 
for our country and for the world. 

This president, appointed by the 
Supreme Court and not elected by the peo¬ 
ple, promised us “compassion.” The recent, 
disgusting, pandering to the right wing de¬ 
bate on the floor of the United States Senate 
over Bush’s Federal Marriage Amendment 
shows what a farce any claim to compassion 
is. “This is gay-bashing, pure and simple,” 
said New Jersey Senator Frank Lautenberg. 
This president has shown a cynicism toward 
any section of humanity not associ¬ 
ated with the power elite or big oil 
that I have not seen in my life¬ 
time. After watching the rise and , 
fall, numerous times, of Richard 
Nixon, I didn’t think I’d ever say 
that. But this one takes the cake. Al¬ 
ready criticized for his “go it alone” ap¬ 
proach, this president pledged $15 bil¬ 
lion over five years for AIDS 
programs abroad, not enough, 
but it would be a welcome be¬ 
ginning. So where is it? While 
we spend hundreds of billions of dollars in 
Iraq on the worst foreign policy blunder 
perhaps in the history of America, interna¬ 
tional AIDS advocacy groups claim they 
have only seen pennies of the promised 
funding. And this is the president that 
brought us John Ashcroft and the Patriot 
Act; who supported the Texas sodomy law; 
and who derided the Supreme Court’s nar¬ 
row ruling that struck it down. 

Just imagine what four more years of the 
same will bring us. Our rights, as well as 
rights for women and other minorities hang 
by a thread, often being decided by 5-4 
Supreme Court decisions, as was the Texas 
sodomy law decision. There will most likely 
be three, maybe four, vacancies on the 
Supreme Court that the next president will 
fill. These recent close decisions will be 
brought back. Many states are now review¬ 
ing how the due process and equal protec¬ 


tion clauses of state and federal constitu¬ 
tions apply to LGBT people. Same-sex mar¬ 
riage is now the law in Massachusetts. Be¬ 
ginning with the courage of our own mayor, 
Gavin Newsom, thousands of same-sex 
couples have had their relationships vali¬ 
dated by civil marriage. All of these mar¬ 
riages are going to work their way through 
the courts, and eventually, many issues 
will be decided by the Supreme 
Court. We must not allow George W. 
Bush to make the appointments that 
will decide our rights and our future! 

Voter turnout will be critical. We 
must all vote. We must motivate our 
^ friends and acquaintances who are 
less motivated to vote. And 
don’t be suckered in by the 
“they all look alike” crowd. 
They don’t all look alike. And 
make no mistake about it, a vote for Ralph 
Nader is a vote for George Bush. That was 
the principal lesson of Florida 2000. And a 
failure to vote is the same as a vote for 
George Bush, too. Bush’s hateful, divisive 
rhetoric will assure the turnout from his re¬ 
actionary right wing base. If we don’t mo¬ 
bilize our vote, we’re just giving him the 
election. 

We strongly and proudly support John 
Kerry for president. While this paper made 
no endorsement in the primary out of re¬ 
spect and appreciation for our friends run¬ 
ning in the Democratic primary who stood 
shoulder to shoulder with us in our fight for 
marriage equality, we did not mean to take 
anything away from John Kerry, and we 
wholeheartedly endorse his candidacy and 
that of John Edwards for vice president. 
John Kerry has been a friend of the LGBT 
community his entire political life. John 


Kerry is an original cosponsor of the hate 
crimes prevention bill. One of his first acts 
as a United States senator, in 1985, was to 
introduce a bill prohibiting discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation. Kerry 
cosponsored the first Ryan White AIDS 
Emergency Act. He has supported boosting 
contributions to the International AIDS 
Vaccine Initiative and other federal funding 
to fight HIV/AIDS both in the United States 
and worldwide. John Kerry is one of Con¬ 
gress’s top leaders on HIV/AIDS policy and 
is known as such by AIDS activists. He op¬ 
posed the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, 
calling instead for the lifting of the prohibi¬ 
tion against gays in the military. 

John Kerry has been in the forefront of 
the fight for same-sex couple equality. He 
was one of 14 senators, and the only one up 
for re-election in 1996, to oppose the De¬ 
fense of Marriage Act. He believes that 
same-sex couples in committed civil unions 
should have the same legal rights and re¬ 
sponsibilities afforded those couples who 
are permitted under state laws to marry. He 
is rated 100 percent by the Human Rights 
Campaign. It is unfortunate that the 
Bush/Cheney/Karl Rove campaign of nega¬ 
tivism and divisiveness has used the same- 
sex marriage issue against him not only to 
arouse their right wing constituency but, in 
their typically cynical fashion, to weaken 
Kerry among his own base. It is up to us in 
the LGBT community to see through this 
charade and not be taken in by it. We can 
read the national polls, too. We need to cut 
him a little slack, work like hell to mobilize 
our vote and have confidence that he will do 
the right thing when he is elected. John 
Kerry has earned that much from us. And 
the alternative is simply unimaginable. T 



Discrimination stops here 


Bay Area Reporter 

395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415.861.5019 • 415.861.7230 
http://www.ebar.com 

News Editor • barpaper@aol.com 
Arts Editor • bararts@aol.com 
Advertising • baradv@aol.com 

A division of Benro Enterprises, Inc. © 2004 
Published weekly. Bay Area Reporter reserves 
the right to edit or reject any advertisement 
which the publisher believes is in poor taste 
or which advertises illegal items which 
might result in legal action against 
Bay Area Reporter. Ads will not be rejected 
solely on the basis of politics, philosophy, 
religion, race, age, or sexual orientation. 
Advertising rates are available upon request. 

Our list of subscribers and advertisers is 
confidential and is not sold. The sexual 
orientation of advertisers, photographers, and 
writers published herein is neither inferred nor 
implied. We are not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or artwork. 



The Bay Area Reporter is printed on 100% 
recycled paper using soy-based inks. 


by Brett Andrews, Miguel Bustos, 
David Campos, Arthur Covington, 
Brian Cheu, Carole S. Cullum, 
Chris Daley, Douglas Fitch, Calvin 
Gipson, Michael Goldstein, Dean 
Goodwin, Robert Haaland, 

Michael Harris, Rich Kowalewski, 
Martha Knutzen, Myong Leigh, 
Thom Lynch, Rafael Mandelman, 
Supervisor Sophie Maxwell, Molly 
McKay, Keith Pavlik, Jennifer 
Rakowski, Mark Sanchez, Andrea 
Shorter, Laura Spanjian, Theresa 
Sparks, Zwazzi Sowo, L. Julius 
M. Turman, and Cecil Williams 


M fter attending a service at MCC-SF 
j;' ^ on September II, 2001, Gertrude 
mm East, an African American woman, 
reports that she was ejected from Badlands 
without explanation, just moments after en¬ 
tering. As a man escorted her outside, she 
asked, “Talk to me. What did I do?” She tele¬ 
phoned a friend inside, who asked the 
owner what had happened. “And [the 


owner] goes... ‘You can stay here and drink 
as much as you want, but that’s not welcome 
here in my bar...’” she reports. Another 
friend called the police. East recalls that, 
upon arrival, an officer said, “Let me guess: 
wrong color or wrong gender?” The officer 
then confronted the owner, Les Natali, who 
alleged, “All these other people are fine; 
that one there was displaying very 
suspicious and unusual behavior ... 
and I have the right to refuse service 
to anybody I see fit.” According to 
East, the officer said, “You should 
be utterly ashamed. I have talked to 
this woman and she is not under 
the influence of any sub¬ 
stance.” 

Former doorman Max 
Killen reports that, short¬ 
ly after beginning work at Badlands, “[the 
owner] took me into the office ... and told 
me, ‘There are certain types of people that 
we don’t want in here. And those people can 
go across the street.’” The only bar across the 
street is the Pendulum, a bar with a pre¬ 
dominantly African American clientele. 

In the fall of 2003, after an outreach team 
witnessed racial discrimination at the Bad¬ 


lands’ entrance, Stop AIDS Project staff 
wrote a letter to Natali urging him to ad¬ 
dress the incident. They received no re¬ 
sponse. 

These are but a few of the many, painful 
reports of discrimination that have surfaced 
since June 14, when IsBadlandsBad.com 
first announced what they’ve termed a “pat¬ 
tern of discrimination” at Badlands. In light 
of these reports, we join with them to revive 
the Castro’s core values - diversi- 
ty, inclusion, justice, and pros¬ 
perity. This means we must, as a 
community, address and reme¬ 
dy any incidents shown to have 
occurred. But we also 
must seek ways of mov¬ 
ing forward to create a 
Castro that truly includes 
all people, which is why we support IsBad- 
landsBad’s three goals: accountability, re¬ 
course, and dialogue. 

We must hold accountable individuals 
found to be engaging in illegal discrimina¬ 
tion within our community. Part of the seri¬ 
ousness of the Badlands matter stems from 
the fact that the bar is one of the city’s most 
page 17 ► 
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Closeted politicos lose privacy rights 

I suppose former Log Cabin Republicans Execu¬ 
tive Director Rich Tafel failed to see the double mean¬ 
ing of his comment, “It saddens me how horribly gay 
people treat other gay people. We are too often our 
own worst enemies” [“‘Outing’ revisited,” July 15). 

Yes, it is saddening that closeted gay legislators 
would treat other gays so horribly by voting for legis¬ 
lation that continues to make us second-class citizens. 
Who exactly is the enemy? 

It’s bad enough when the politicians we must set¬ 
tle for, because they are “better on our issues,” feel they 
have to support issues to our detriment (Federal Mar¬ 
riage Amendment, Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act, Defense of Marriage Act, “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”). 
But when these closeted legislators actively work 
against us and abandon their conscience, they deserve 
to be outed. By throwing us under the bus, these Aunt 
Marys have lost their right to privacy. 

Horrible indeed, Mr. Tafel. 

Scott Archimbaud 
San Francisco 

Making HIV/AIDS a budget priority 

Searing, maddening, wrenching - those are the 
best words to describe the public testimony of 
HIV/AIDS patients and advocates who came before 
the Board of Supervisors Budget Committee over the 
past few months. 

Dozens of people spoke of the loss of medicines, 
counseling services and even food that 
would occur if proposed cuts to HIV/AIDS 
services became a reality. As budget chair, 

I became convinced that we had to make 
a serious effort to hold that harsh reality 
at bay, even in the face of a record San 
Francisco budget deficit of more than 
$300 million. 

The committee’s final package of 
restorations reflected this commitment. 

We dedicated almost $1 million to city- 
funded services for people living with HIV/AIDS (for 
Shanti and the Positive Resource Center, among oth¬ 
ers), along with a full $1.7 million to mitigate the se¬ 
vere cuts by the federal government to the Ryan White 
CARE funds that provide for the medical needs of 
many of the most vulnerable patients. 

The federal failure to meet San Francisco’s needs 
will still be deeply felt. 

As Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi pointed out in 
a March letter to HSS Secretary Tommy Thompson 
protesting the Ryan White cuts, vastly improved HIV 
treatments have resulted in fewer deaths, which 
means - thankfully - that more people need services. 
Add to this fact the Bush administration’s complete 
failure to address skyrocketing health care costs and 
the growing number of uninsured Americans and the 
scope of the crisis becomes clear. 

The strategy going forward must include pursuit 
of federal funds alongside a recognition that more 
and more of the responsibility for funding HIV/AIDS 
programs will fall on the shoulders of San Francisco 
taxpayers. The Budget Committee worked with 
Mayor Newsom to set us back on the path to good 
budgeting, and we think we made an excellent start. 
The business tax measure that will be on the ballot 
this fall will further, this cause. 

It is no exaggeration to claim that protecting AIDS 
services was one of the highest priorities of the 
Board’s Budget Committee - the $2.6 million invest¬ 
ment in San Francisco’s AIDS safety net was the 
largest general fund restoration this year. 

It is my hope that these funds will insure that as 
many people as possible who are faced with a fright¬ 
ening new diagnosis, no health insurance, and a lim¬ 
ited support network, will still have a place to turn to 
for help. 

Gerardo Sandoval, Member 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

Little civility at meeting 

I am a relatively new resident in the Duboce Tri¬ 
angle neighborhood who is concerned about some 
proposed changes for my neighborhood. 

On July 12,1 attended my first Duboce Triangle 
Neighborhood Association meeting. I witnessed an 
incredible display of incivility and denial of a strong 
example of NIMBYism. It is too bad a plurality of 
those who raised their hands to ask a question used 
more than their share of time to make windy speech¬ 
es and unproductive statements. There is nothing 
wrong with having opposing views on issues such as 
those being proposed, but the lack of respect that was 
shown to presenters, especially those from Trader 
Joe’s, was shameful. The proposal is only in the con¬ 
ceptual phase at this point and not anywhere near a 
done deal. 

People spoke of this as being a wonderful friendly 
neighborhood and many repeated the same reasons as 
previous speakers. What was missing from much of the 
discussion was constructive feedback. I heard people 
speak of the diverse tapestry of people of our neigh¬ 
borhood, but I could not help but notice how few peo¬ 
ple of color were in the audience. As a person of color, 

I was unimpressed by mostly self-indulgent middle- 
aged or older white men and women talking about how 


important it is to keep the status quo. It looked like a 
NASCAR crowd sans the big hair on women. 

While I am one of the few who attended the meet¬ 
ing who would welcome the Trader Joe’s on 15th and 
Sanchez, I recognize my neighbors’ right to disagree. 
It is too bad they can’t disagree in a quiet and friend¬ 
ly manner. It appears I was a minority in many aspects 
at the meeting. I love the neighborhood, but feel the 
meeting was a poor reflection on the many fine peo¬ 
ple who live in the Duboce Triangle. I hope I can walk 
to a new Trader Joe’s in the near future. Be aware that 
the ‘^naysayers,” having a vested interest, come out in 
force, while those who are in favor of the proposals 
may unwittingly be too complacent thinking the right 
decisions will be made. 

Not one audience member commented on what a 
good business neighbor Trader Joe’s is and that it 
compensates it employees well, including domestic 
partner benefits. Supervisor Bevan Dufty did note this 
byt those in the audience were unmoved that folks in 
the neighborhood could get a good job at Trader Joe’s. 
Where was the good neighbor and quiet talk when the 
Trader Joe’s presentation was taking place? 

Steven Arias 
San Francisco 

Rotten fruit? 

Is the San Francisco Department of Public Health 
really now promoting the message that gay men with 
herpes are “rotten”? 

The recent print ad for the SFDPH’s 
I ACE study, featuring the rotten banana gen¬ 
ital photo collage and the “got herpes?” mes¬ 
sage, seems extremely troubling and rather 
regressive for San Francisco in 2004. 

SF City Clinic cites statistics that show 
about 50-80 percent of the adult popu¬ 
lation in the U.S. have oral herpes 
(HSV1). According to the SFDPH Web 
site, 25 percent of sexually active adult 
gay men in the city have genital herpes (HSV2). Fur¬ 
thermore, the SFDPH site notes that, “As many as 80 
percent of those who are infected never report having 
had symptoms or recognizing their infection.” 

Given that most men don’t know or disclose they 
have this disease, is DPH’s ad really going to help gay 
men feel more confident about getting tested, or com¬ 
ing out to others with their HSV2+ status? Though 
suggesting HSV2+ men view their genitals as rotten 
may work as a scare tactic to get some men to enroll 
in the ACE study, it doesn’t seem to be very produc¬ 
tive in the community as a whole. 

It would seem the biggest reason to stay in the clos¬ 
et about being HSV2+ is that there is no cure, and that 
therefore a man may fear being viewed as “rotten” 
once someone knows he’s infected, potentially stig¬ 
matized and rejected by others. It seems time to ex¬ 
amine the question of whether it may be .because 
most gay men remain ignorant or in the closet about 
their HSV status that the herpes infections in the SF 
gay community have grown so widespread and some¬ 
times aggressive. 

For some reason, HSV is still okay to joke about 
though, even in our “progressive” community. This ad 
furthers the idea that men with HSV are outcasts, and 
that it’s okay to make cute jokes about their disease. 
It’s worse this time though because this joke is spon¬ 
sored by the health department, and doctors. 

David Warczak 
San Francisco 

Cafe is relaxing 

I was eating lunch at the new cafe in the LGBT 
Community Center when I happened to read Mr. 
Neilson’s complaint about it in your July 16 issue 
[Mailstrom]. I would simply urge people to visit the 
cafe and judge for themselves. I found the food excel¬ 
lent and reasonably priced, the space relaxing and 
bright, and was actually struck by the peacefulness of 
the surroundings. I believe it works very well as a cus¬ 
tomer-friendly venue. 

Roger Silver 
San Francisco 

Not enough LGBT ADAs 

I am a great admirer of District Attorney Kamala 
Harris and have always admired her courageous 
stance in opposition to the death penalty. Therefore, 

I read with great interest the report “D.A. at the six- 
month mark,” in the July 8 issue. 

I am deeply concerned, as an HIV-positive mem¬ 
ber of the GLBT community, at what appears to be a 
dearth of GLBT assistant district attorneys. As a mem¬ 
ber of a marginalized community that has been un¬ 
derserved by all aspects of law enforcement, I feel it is 
incumbent upon this district attorney, who acknowl¬ 
edges our contribution to her victory, to now em¬ 
power us as members of her staff. 

It is my intention to continue to support District 
Attorney Harris and I would urge the B.A.R. to up¬ 
date us readers on her progress in this matter. 

Michael Lehr, JD 
San Francisco 
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Massage is good! 
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ALWAYSTAN 
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SUNDAYS AT SIX 
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Who Says Church is Only 
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a personal trainer for your career 
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CAREER COACH 


eric@ericganther.com 415.218.6073 
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For Every Season 
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Bikinis and body issues 


by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 

' ever in my life have I worn 
a bikini, and I doubt I ever 
11 will. 

When I was younger, and still 
seen as male, a bikini might have 
been a hard sell - especially in my 
neighborhood. Since I’ve 
transitioned I’ve had the 
option to go with a bikini 
or a one-piece swimsuit, 
and I’ve ended up taking 
the latter every time. 

The problem that comes 
up is this: neither fit me 
very well. Most one-piece suits 
are too short for my extra long 
frame - and a bikini would sim¬ 
ply not be flattering on my large- 
waisted, thin-hipped frame. 

It’s a dilemma I face every 
summer, as I know that my trans¬ 
gender body simply will betray 
what I’d like to be. I also know 
that this problem is not specific 
only to a transgender woman like 
myself. Body issues do not dis¬ 
criminate. 

We live in a society where cos¬ 
metic surgery and beauty 
pageants have become the 
stuff of reality television. It 
is as if we are led to believe 
that the best way to judgt 
a person is on their out¬ 
ward beauty - and if we 
are not attrac¬ 
tive enough, we 
can always go 
under the knife 
to correct every little imperfec¬ 
tion. 

This topic makes us uncom¬ 
fortable, and we don’t really want 
to delve too deeply into this. We 
want to believe that beauty is 
more than skin deep, and that we 
don’t look at others differently 
based on physical appearance. 
More than this, regardless of a few 
self-deprecating comments from 
time to time, we don’t want to 
publicly acknowledge our own 
body issues. 

From birth, almost as soon as 
we are placed within a given gen¬ 
der, we are extolled to be pretty or 
handsome, to put our best face 
forward as it were. This can lead 
to any number of troubles for 
those of us who do not fit an un¬ 
obtainable ideal of beauty, and 
can lead to life-threatening condi¬ 
tions like bulimia. I personally 
suspect that as our culture begins 
to more and more focus on cos¬ 


metic surgery - and place a high¬ 
er premium on perfection - we 
may see more and more troubles 
for those who don’t fit this illuso¬ 
ry ideal. 

For a transgender person such 
as myself, concepts of physical 




perfection can be especially diffi¬ 
cult, and even hard to bring out in 
the open. We’re not immune to 
the same messages affecting the 
rest of our society, and when one’s 
body may be so dramatically out 
of step with a culture’s concept of 
perfection, body issues become 
enormous. 

I should clarify: being 
transgender and facing 
body issues can be a lot 
more than simply rear¬ 
ranging genitals and 
chests. Those are the parts 
that are largely 
focused on 
when people 
think of trans¬ 
gender - but they are the parts 
that so few others will ever see. 

We grow beards, or we spend 
hundreds of hours removing fa¬ 
cial hair via electrolysis. We un¬ 
dergo facial feminization surgery, 
or we get tattoos to conceal scars 
on our chests where our breasts 
were removed. 

When you’re transgender, you 
learn a lot of ways to compensate. 
A tall woman like myself learns to 
stoop ever-so-slightly in an at¬ 
tempt to appear a little shorter. A 
transman may figure out ways to 
minimize his hips. Yes, and some 
of us may find ourselves stuck be¬ 
tween two unflattering options 
when we just want to hit the 
beach. 

These are not all bad things. In 
this society, we sometimes have to 
do all we can simply to survive an¬ 
other day. 

I’m not going to say that there 
have not been transgender people 


who have faced some of the un- 
healthier aspects of social condi¬ 
tioning either. We are all human. 

A transperson can be affected 
by impossible images of beauty 
just like anyone else - and 
conversely, we can also be 
more aware of this than our 
non-transgender counter¬ 
parts. 

We may not have grown 
up being force-fed concepts 
of beauty that apply to how 
we chose to present our gender 
today. Indeed, we may have con¬ 
cepts of masculine or feminine 
beauty that we rebelled against as 
part of embracing our transgen¬ 
der selves. 

As we begin to explore life in 
our preferred gender, we may also 
become aware of the images being 
fed to us in society, trying to sell 
us some example of beauty that 
may not only be unobtainable for 
us, but also not exactly desired. We 
may see through this condition¬ 
ing, and see it as nothing more 
than further attempts to make us 
conform. 

The last thing I feel a need to 
do in this life is conform. I tried to 
do that for too many years for me 
to go through transition and still 
be trying to fit this round peg that 
is me into some else’s square hole. 
Freudian imagery notwithstand¬ 
ing. 

I, for one, would like to see a 
change. We as a society need to 
work, really work, on a culture 
that doesn’t see shows like The 
Swan or Extreme Makeover as ac¬ 
ceptable television programming. 
We need to really think about the 
lessons we are teaching ourselves 
and those around us about beau¬ 
ty 

Is beauty bad? No. But we need 
to look at the message that some¬ 
how beauty can make you a better 
person. We need to really consid¬ 
er the path that we are on, and 
how it affects each of us. 

Will I find myself in a bikini? 
Probably not, but I can assure you 
that I’ll still not shy away from re¬ 
moving that one-piece of mine at 
the nearest nude beach - and revel 
in my transgender self. ▼ 


Gwen Smith will make an 
honest effort not to ever again 
discuss fitting round pegs into 
anything. You can find her on 
the World Wide Web at 
www.gwensmith.com. 



T heresa Sparks, left, the first openly transgender member of the San Francisco Police Commission, 
was honored by the Human Rights Campaign at its annual dinner gala Saturday, July 17 in San 
Francisco. With Sparks are HRC board member Scott Wiener, and HRC President Cheryl Jacques. 
The organization has come under criticism for not including transgenders in its Employment Non-Discrimi¬ 
nation Act and hate crimes legislation. Sparks said she was honored to receive the award, but said in her 
remarks that HRC needs to include transgenders in its legislation. "I had mixed reactions," Sparks said. 
"I'm honored to be recognized, but they haven't included us. I'm hoping they will reconsider." 
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Good poll news as 
Democrats convene 


by Wayne Friday 


J ust as the Democrats head 
into their nominating con¬ 
vention on Monday in 
Boston’s Fleet Center, there is 
growing optimism, supported by 
a couple of recent polls, that 
George W. Bush could be head¬ 
ed down the same political path 
that his father suffered in 1992 - a 
single-term presidency. 

National Democratic strategists 
feel they have reason to be opti¬ 
mistic during the four-day conven¬ 
tion that will formally nominate 
Senator John Kerry of Massachu¬ 
setts for president and Senator 
John Edwards of North Carolina 
for vice president. While it’s still 
several months until the 
. November 2 election, and 
even the most hopeful of 
Democrats know that 
anything can happen be¬ 
fore the general elec¬ 
tion, early national 
polls look good for the 
Kerry-Edwards 
ticket. 

The latest 
New York 
Times/C BS News poll finds that 
while the election still looks to be a 
close one and remains within its 
margin of error, on a head-to-head 
match-up, the Kerry-Edwards tick¬ 
et was the choice of 49 percent of 
registered voters, and the Bush-Ch- 
eney ticket was supported by 44 
percent. In a three-way race that 
included independent candidate 
Ralph Nader, Kerry was at 45 per¬ 
cent, Bush at 42 percent, and Nader 
at 5 percent. The poll has a margin 
of error of plus or minus 3 per¬ 
centage points and was taken from 
a telephone sample of 955 adults, 
including 823 registered voters. 

The Times/C BS News poll also 
showed President Bush’s approval 
ratings are at low levels for an in¬ 
cumbent at this point in a presi¬ 
dential campaign and revealed 
that for the first time a majority of 
all Americans now feel that the 
United States should never have 
gone into Iraq. 

While Kerry’s selection of Ed¬ 
wards didn’t immediately substan¬ 
tially alter the race for the White 
House, it corresponded with a 
deepening support for Kerry. 

As Democrats gather next 
week at their convention, howev¬ 
er, they are already warning that 
voters should expect some dra¬ 
matic news in the form of an “Oc¬ 
tober surprise” or other headline¬ 
making news from the White 
House prior to the election. 
There’s always the chance of more 
dire terrorist warnings, suddenly 
discovering something in Bagh¬ 
dad that resembles the long-elu¬ 
sive weapons of mass destruction, 
or the capture of Osama bln 
Laden himself between now and 
the general election. 

There is no question that this 
presidential election is still up for 
grabs but a lot of Democrats - and 
a growing list of worried Republi¬ 
cans - feel they have a reason to be 
optimistic as delegates gather in 
Kerry’s home state to formally 
nominate their presidential ticket. 

Incidentally, a quick look at the 
convention schedule next week 
shows Monday’s opening night 
speakers will include former Pres¬ 
idents Jimmy Carter and Bill 
Clinton (who will be introduced 
by his wife, Senator Hillary Clin¬ 
ton), and former Vice President 


Al Gore. Representative Tammy 
Baldwin (D-Wisconsin), the only 
out lesbian in Congress and vice 
chair of the convention, will ad¬ 
dress Monday’s opening session. 

Tuesday night’s television cov¬ 
erage will feature Senator Kerry’s 
wife, Teresa Heinz Kerry, Massr 
achusetts Senator Edward 
Kennedy, Arizona Governor 
Janet Napolitano,and Ron Rea¬ 
gan, the youngest son of the late 
former President Ronald Reagan, 
who will make an appeal for em¬ 
bryonic stem-cell research, which 
is supported by former first lady 
Nancy Reagan, but opposed by 
President Bush. 

On Wednesday, Edwards will be 
nominated as vice president, and 
will be introduced by his 
wife, Elizabeth. An¬ 
other featured speaker 
that night will be New 
Mexico Governor 
Bill Richardson, a 
former U.N. ambas¬ 
sador, who will speak 
about foreign pol¬ 
icy, homeland 
security, and 
the Bush war 
in Iraq. 

On Thursday, Kerry will give 
his acceptance speech. Former 
Georgia Senator Max Cleland, a 
fellow veteran who lost three limbs 
in the Vietnam War, will introduce 
Kerry. Before Kerry is introduced, 
his two daughters, Alexandra and 
Vanessa, and stepsons Chris and 
Andre Heinz will take part in the 
program. Cable networks will 
carry much of the evening sessions 
of the Democratic convention. 
The three broadcast networks will 
televise three hours of coverage 
over the four nights. 

Politics and people 

Okay, we all know that Ralph 
Nader was in town last week trying 
to salvage his pathetic campaign. 
Then we had Matt Gonzalez, the 
Green Party member and Board of 
Supervisors president, tell us in an 
op-ed piece for the Examiner" that 
votes for Nader would likely other¬ 
wise go to Senator John Kerry.” 
Hey, thanks, Matt, but how about 
telling us something we don’t al¬ 
ready know; we hardly need a bit¬ 
ter mayoral loser to give us that 
earth-shattering news. 

Then I get a press release from 
the Nader camp (I think that’s 
where it came from) that says the 
Nader people are desperately in 
need of 153,035 valid petition sig¬ 
natures by August 6 in order to 
qualify for the California ballot - 
anyone think that will happen? 
The release goes on to mention 
that “volunteer organizers are 
heading the petition efforts 
throughout the Bay Area,” and 
that in San Francisco “it is long¬ 
time AIDS activist Mike Pe- 
treMs” heading the effort. Say 
what? Damn, it’s hardly a secret 
that the Nader campaign is in 
trouble, but are they that desper¬ 
ate? Never mind what Greenies 
like Matt Gonzalez say, having Pe- 
trelis on your team tells you all 
you need to know about the cred¬ 
ibility of Nader’s campaign. 

And when Democratic Party 
state chair Art Torres told the San 
Jose Mercury News that California 
Democrats are likely to challenge 
Nader’s petitions if he gets any¬ 
where near the ballot, Nader is re¬ 
ported to have replied: “I say to Art 
Torres, back off or be unmasked 
forever.” What the hell did Nader 


mean by that? Perhaps he will have 
Matt Gonzalez explain it for him. 

Meanwhile, national Republi¬ 
cans in charge of the Bush-Ch- 
eney re-election effort make no 
secret of the fact they intend to 
put gay marriage front and center 
of their campaign. Despite the fact 
that a constitutional amendment 
on the subject couldn’t even get a 
simple majority in the Republi¬ 
can-controlled U.S. Senate last 
week, the Bush campaign, urged 
on by the religious right, fully in¬ 
tends to make same-sex marriages 
a leading issue in its effort to re¬ 
tain the White House. Bush ap¬ 
pears only too willing to risk the 
possibility that the issue could 
backfire on Republicans, hoping 
that the idea of gays and lesbians 
marrying remains enough of an 
issue to inflame the reported four 
million ultra-conservative voters 
who didn’t bother to vote in 2000. 

Last week’s Bay Area Reporter 
ran a front-page story by reporter 
Bob Roehr entitled “‘Outing’ re¬ 
visited,” which brought me a cou¬ 
ple of calls, one pointing out that 
if President Bush persists in ham¬ 
mering gays and lesbians over the 
head from now until November 
on gay issues to appeal to the far 
right, maybe it is time to take the 
gloves totally off on the issue. I’ve 
never personally been in favor of 
“outing” public personalities, but 
I’m fast changing my opinion on 
the matter - particularly those 
closeted GOP House members 
(“plantation queens,” for lack of a 
better term) who are crisscrossing 
the country and appearing on 
dozens of television -shows on 
Bush’s behalf. One of my favorite 
guys, Dick Rosengarten, pub¬ 
lisher of California Political Week, 
while reporting that a couple of 
gay political consultants in Wash¬ 
ington are planning on outing 
House and Senate members who 
they say are gay or lesbian, asks the 
question: “Wonder if they’ve got 
anyone on their list from Califor¬ 
nia?” I’ve got a sure-fire closeted 
GOP House member for them if 
they’d like to give me a call. Hey, if 
George Bush wants to play this 
game, let’s do it all the way. 



Assemblyman Mark Leno 


And how about our very own 
Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco) telling off Gover¬ 
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
Monday’s San Francisco Chronicle ? 
It seems that Arnold, who has 
been using his charm and celebri¬ 
ty to pretty much get his own way 
in Sacramento, is running out of 
charm and it is becoming an old 
act. So Schwarzenegger takes the 
low road, calling balking lawmak¬ 
ers “girlie men,” a term that a 
Chronicle editorial says has an 
ugly history as a slur against gays. 
Hey, knock it off Governor, this 
next page ► 



A GREAT VACATION BOOK 



THE REVOLUTIONARY LIFE OF JOHN PAUL I 

Did his struggle for equal human rights for 


women and homosexuals cost him his life? 



only at A Different Light Bookstore 489 Castro Street SF 


Alameda & The East Bay 



Great homes , warm 
weather ; a fast-growing , 
friendty gay community ... 
and the East Bay's only 
gay real estate team! 



[ David Gunderman & Andrew Raskopf, Realtors* | 

510.864.2024_I 



Home Purchase Loans ★ Lines of Credit 
2nd Mortgages * Refinances ★ Cash Out 
Interest Only Payments *100% Financing 


(707)521-3434 ext34 


Turn to a mortgage professional 
to find the best loan for you. 


110 Stony Point Road, Suite 110 
Santa Rosa CA 95401 




Tuan Anh Duong, M.D. 
Board Certified, Internal Medicine 




When friends visit, don't put yourself out... 
...put them up at 

The Willows Inn 

Comfort: o Amenities <> Location 

www.Wi1Iows5F.com 

2’^: 710 14th Street 415-431-4770 

far- ■ Steps away from Muni & the F-line 


H 

ft 


Fog CIty 


£ 


Medical 

Clinic 


NOW IN THE CASTRO 

: Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

s Convenient morning and 
evening appointments 

: Saturday appointments available 

: Easy access via MUNI's Castro, 
Church and Duboce stations 

- Children welcome 

To schedule an appointment, 
please call 415.255.0400. 

www.cfdds.com 

2191 Market Street Suite B SF CA 94114 


1489 Webster Street, Suite 200 
San Francisco, California 94115 

INFO@FOGCITYMEDICAL.COM 

WWW.FOGCITYMEDICAL.COM 

415.775.5700 
Plenty of free parking 











































10 BAY AREA REPORTER 22 July 2004 


JUULLU* 


Metropolitan Community Church 
sAsof the Redwood Empire 

Rev. Elisabeth Middelberg, Pastor 

^ Worship Time -10AM Sundays • 707-869-9882 

Oddfellows Hall • 16219 First Street, Cuernevllle, CA 95446 


No excuse for Kerry 


tAedital din it 

• Laser Hair Removal • Endermologie 

• Microdermabrasion • Facials/Peels 


Ken Mauldin, RN 

Jeannie Wong, Clinical Esthetician 
415-567-1791 

1700 California St., Suite 500 



For a Complimentary 
Market Analysis - 


Speak with a Realtor 
who has a Passion for 
the People and Properties 
of our Remarkable City. 


Rob Savoie 
415 . 860.7222 


7 


PALM SPRINGS? 

Still San Francisco’s most 
trusted desert realtor. 

Jay Margrey 

760-323-5000x123 

psjfm@aol.com 

Prudential 

California Realty 



by Dale Carpenter 

O n July 14, the Senate effec¬ 
tively killed the Federal 
Marriage Amendment. 
Ninety-eight senators were there; 
only two were not. Unfortunately, 
the absentees were John Kerry and 
John Edwards - the Democratic 
presidential ticket. Both had al¬ 
ready made it clear they op¬ 
pose a constitutional 
amendment, so why not 
actually vote against it? 

The answer they have 
given is disingenuous; the real 
reason for their absence 
should be disturbing 
to anyone who’s 
hoping Kerry might 
actually take some 
chances to advance gay equality if 
he’s elected president. 

Kerry has missed many Senate 
votes over the past few months 
while campaigning. However, 
when a matter has come up that 
he cares about or that has impor¬ 
tant political implications - like a 
veterans’ issue - he has altered his 
campaign schedule to return to 
Washington. You can tell what re¬ 
ally counts for Kerry simply by 
listing these moments of cam¬ 
paigns interruptus. 

According to a Kerry campaign 
spokesperson, while the Senate 
was voting on our constitutional 
future, the Democratic nominee 
was in Boston “preparing for the 
convention,” whatever that means. 
In this modern age of telephones, 
fax machines, and e-mail, it’s hard 
to imagine Kerry couldn’t have 
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prepared for the Democratic con¬ 
vention from his Washington Sen¬ 
ate office. (Edwards was giving a 
speech in Des Moines, which is 
more excusable but hardly earth- 
shattering.) 

Is a last-minute plane flight 
from Boston to D.C. prohibitively 
expensive? I checked Traveloci- 
ty.com. With one-day’s notice you 

can get a roundtrip ticket start¬ 
ing at $201. According to a 
friend of mine who has 
raised funds for Kerry in 
San Francisco, he’s gotten 
more than half a million 
dollars from gays in the Bay 
. alone. 

Here are three 
common excuses for 
Kerry’s absence. 
Excuse # 1: “The 
vote was on a procedural motion, 
not the substance of the amend¬ 
ment.” 

This is the excuse offered by 
Kerry and Edwards themselves, 
who claimed they would have at¬ 
tended an actual vote on the FMA. 
The implication is that this “mere 
procedural vote” wasn’t very im¬ 
portant. 

That’s nonsense. During the 
early 1960s, the most important 
votes on civil rights legislation 
were “procedural” votes to close 
debate. Nobody who knows how 
Congress operates thinks they’re 
trivial. They’re often the most ef¬ 
fective way to defeat legislation. 

Everyone understood that the 
July 14 vote would be tantamount 
to a vote on the FMA itself; indeed, 
it was probably the only vote we’ll 
have on the FMA this congres¬ 
sional session, perhaps ever. “We 
are casting this, as are our enemies, 
that this is absolutely a vote on the 
FMA, this is not a procedural vote, 
this is a substantive vote,” said 
Human Rights Campaign Presi¬ 
dent Cheryl Jacques on July 6. 

You can gauge the significance 
of the vote by the reaction to it. 
Gay groups rejoiced; religious 
conservatives vowed to fight an¬ 
other day. The media played it as a 
knockout punch, not a technical 
triumph. Here was the front-page 
headline in the New York Times: 
“Senators Block Initiative to Ban 
Same-Sex Unions; Amendment, 
Endorsed by Bush, Fails After 
Days of Debate.” 

Excuse #2: “Kerry’s vote wasn’t 
needed to defeat the amendment.” 

This is true, but irrelevant. It 
ignores the fact that opponents of 
the FMA considered it essential 
not just to win, but to win big. 
Again, listen to HRC’s Jacques, 
speaking to reporters the week be¬ 
fore the vote: “It isn’t just about 
narrowly defeating this measure, 
it’s about winning soundly, send¬ 


ing a clear message to the House 
and to the states [considering state 
constitutional amendments] that 
discrimination is wrong. ... 
[Kerry] will be there.” 

It was unclear immediately be¬ 
fore the vote whether the FMA 
would get a bare majority, which 
would’ve been a symbolic majori- 
tarian victory for its advocates 
(though still short of the 60 votes 
they needed for cloture). In the 
end it was close, but they didn’t 
get a majority. But we didn’t know 
that beforehand, and neither did 
Kerry. 

In fact, over the past few 
months Kerry has hurried back to 
Washington to vote on other is¬ 
sues even when his vote wasn’t 
needed. What was different about 
this? 

Excuse #3: “This effort is about 
re-electing George Bush and we 
don’t blame John Kerry and John 
Edwards for not participating.” 

That’s the word-for-word ra¬ 
tionale I received from HRC’s po¬ 
litical director the day after the 
vote. It not only contradicts what 
HRC said before the vote (see # 1 
and #2 above), but it’s no excuse 
at all. Every antigay effort in Con¬ 
gress has both political and ideo¬ 
logical aims. If avoiding even 
small political cost on gay issues is 
reason enough for Kerry to stand 
down from a fight on them, please 
remind me what the point of sup¬ 
porting him is. 

That gets us to the real reason 
Kerry stayed away. Since he has 
publicly opposed a federal 
amendment, he’s already paid 
most of whatever political price 
that opposition will entail. The 
GOP will still run commercials 
against him for it, and Bush will 
bring it up in the presidential de¬ 
bates. His vote would have in¬ 
creased the political price only 
slightly. 

Kerry does not believe we’re 
worth that small additional polit¬ 
ical cost, even on an issue as fun¬ 
damental as amending the Con¬ 
stitution. And politically it’s a safe 
call for Kerry since he believes we 
have nowhere to go. 

Considering only gay issues, a 
friendly but utterly uncommitted 
candidate (Kerry) is still prefer¬ 
able to a committed and hostile 
one (Bush). But let’s have no illu¬ 
sions about the choice, or about 
the likely fecklessness of a Kerry 
administration. ▼ 


Dale Carpenter is a law 
professor. Some of his past 
columns can be read at 
www.indegayforum.com. He 
can be reached at 
0utRight@aol.com. 


Our Man Friday 

M previous page 

column has some pretty flimsy 
photos of your younger body¬ 
building days that very easily bor¬ 
der on the “girlie man” fringe and 
I’d be only too happy to print 
them. As for Schwarzenegger’s 
speeches, can this guy even put to¬ 
gether a complete sentence with¬ 
out dropping a reference to one of 
his past movies, as in telling a 
group of kids in a Long Beach 
pizza parlor last week: “Don’t 
worry about anything, you’re 
going to have ‘The Terminator’ to 
protect all of you.” Enough, al¬ 
ready, Arnold. 

In a private message to Larry: 
yes I’m aware that the GOP is 
whispering that the John Kerry- 
John Edwards team is the first 


“metrosexual” ticket, a reference 
to the New Age term describing 
straight guys who act like gay guys. 
There isn’t anything wrong with 
that as far as I see it. 

And one reader wrote that the 
comparison of John Edwards and 
Dick Cheney boils down to “a 
heartthrob versus a heart attack.” 

Which brings me to my “Quote 
of the Week” (from School of Rock 
star Jack Black, on the woman 
he’d want to end up with if he was 
stranded on a desert island, in 
Newsweek). Black: “I’d have to go 
with Hillary Clinton. Forever 
could be, like, 50 years, so if I’m 
stranded with one person she bet¬ 
ter be kick-ass both upstairs and 
downstairs.” T 


Got a political tip or item? E- 
mail WayneFridaySF@aol.com 
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Going to the dogs 


Democratic platform 
excludes transgenders 


Your financial plan 

should be as unique 


by Jane Warner 


U H est in Show, 300 Sanchez 
Street, July 18, 2:30 
1 9 p.m.: The owner of 
a small pet store greet¬ 
ed a nicely dressed 
woman who came in 
and started to look 
around. A few minutes 
later, a man carry¬ 
ing a small white 
dog also came in 
and started to ask 
the merchant a se¬ 
ries of questions. Although dis¬ 
tracted by the man, the owner 
spotted the woman stuffing a dog¬ 
gie T-shirt into her large black 
leather handbag. As he confronted 
her, the man with the white dog left 
the store. “I’m sorry,” the woman 


explained as she pulled out the T- 
shirt. The owner was surprised, 
however, when she continued to 
pull out other items she had 
concealed in her bag: a 
large dog bowl, two dog 
collars, two leashes, 
and six more doggie 
T-shirts. The woman 
- described as Cau¬ 
casian, 55-60 years old, 
wearing a straw 
hat and sunglasses 
- left the store and 
drove northbound 
on Sanchez in a 
newer SUV. The store owner be¬ 
lieves the pair was working in tan¬ 
dem. 

Have you seen me? 

200 block of Sanchez Street, June 
28: During a possible attempted bur- 


Samantha, the missing cat. 


glary, Samantha, a 1-year-old tabby 
cat, escaped her home through an 
open door. The owner asks that any¬ 
one who may have seen the tabby - 
described as “getting quite a tummy” 
- call the San Francisco Patrol Spe¬ 
cial Police at (415) 559-9955. A re¬ 
ward is being offered. ▼ 


by Zak Szymanski 


| t wasn’t exactly surprising. 
1 Still, when LGBT advocates 
I acknowledged there was no 
mention of transgenders in this 
year’s Democratic Party platform, 
they expressed disappointment 
yet hope for the future, in the way 
that so many queers and progres¬ 
sives are compromising their 
ideals during this high-stakes 
presidential election. 

“The exclusion of transgenders 
was out of concern for the current 
political environment, during a 
campaign where the rhetoric is 
highly charged anyway. The De¬ 
mocrats were very keen to avoid 
something that would be auto¬ 
matically seized upon by the op¬ 
ponents and made into a larger 
issue than necessary,” said Vanessa 
Edwards Foster, the founder and 
co-chair of the National Trans¬ 
gender Advocacy Coalition. 

The specific issue at hand was a 
proposed amendment to the party 
platform, which in a subsection 
addresses the party’s “ironclad” 
commitment to civil rights. Mi¬ 
nority groups received their men¬ 
tion within this section of the 
document, with one sentence ded¬ 
icated to workplace protections 
“on the basis of sexual orienta¬ 
tion.” 

It wasn’t until a few days before 
the platform was voted upon that 
advocates like Edwards Foster got 
word that gender identity protec¬ 
tions were missing from that sen¬ 
tence. The party’s transgender del¬ 
egation also reportedly got wind 
of the limited wording later in the 
game, and attempted to amend 
the section through Democratic 
Platform Committee member 
Scott Safier of Pennsylvania. 

Safier authored an amendment 
that would have added two words 
to that one sentence. But by then 
there wasn’t enough time to edu¬ 
cate everyone about transgenders, 
and the votes reportedly weren’t 
there. The Democratic Party made 
the offer to accept a withdrawal of 
the amendment in exchange for 
access to party officials in the fu¬ 
ture. 

“It was a trade-off, and we re¬ 
alized that in not pushing the 
issue with the hopes of getting 
[John] Kerry elected, we would 
have avenues to address this issue 
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later on,” said Edwards Foster, 
who did not serve in any official 
capacity during the negotiations, 
but offered feedback. The agree¬ 
ment to withdraw the amend¬ 
ment, she said, was an acknowl¬ 
edgement that the language was 
largely symbolic at this juncture, 
and that party unity took prece¬ 


dence. 

“The alternative option was to 
continue pressing forward with 
the amendment, having it likely 
fail, and being seen as completely 
self-interested at the expense of 
the bigger goal - bringing in a 
friendlier administration. The 
page 18 ► 


Stuck in the Castro? join us on Divisadero! 

Metro Cafe, 1 Divisadero Street i/w 


_w 

Not Just Another French bistro; Your next French Bistro! 

Open for Brunch on our Garden Patio Sat-Sun from 9 : 30 AM to 2 : 30 PM 
Dinner every night from 5 : 30 PM. Try our three course prix fixe » $16 
Free Special Dessert with this ad (Mon. 8 Tues. Nights only) 


Brandon J. Miller, CFP® 

44 Montgomery St., Suite 4210 

San Francisco, CA 94104 

Lie: CA 0C88907 

(415) 623-2454 

brandon. j .m iller@ aexp.com 


DRAPE SALE 


BARGAINS 

ONI 111 SHI 


SAVE 50-70% OFF RETAIL PRICES 

PLUS: BRING IN THIS AD FOR AN ADDITIONAL 30% OFFTICKETED PRICE! 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 7th 

15,000 DRAPERIES FOR SALE 

Measure the face of the rod tip to tip and drapery height for draperies. 

AMERICAN BLINDS AND DRAPERIES 

1168 San Luis Obispo Avenue, HAYWARD 

Nimitz Freeway (880) take Whipple Rd. east to Medallion, 
then go left or call (510) 487-3500 • Hours 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 
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HIV +/+ Partners.... 

Contribute to the only study of its kind on HIV 
"reinfection" that can benefit you and others 
living with HIV to make more informed choices 
about treatment and sexual behavior 

Recieve $50 and free drug resistance testing 



Call today: 

POSITIVE PARTNERS (415)476-9296x361 


Nader brings campaign 
to San Francisco 


COMPETENCE • SENSITIVITY • INTEGRITY 



SPECIALIZING IN 

• WILLS AND TRUSTS • PROBATE 
• PERSONAL TRANSACTIONS 

• SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE 

• BANKRUPTCY 
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by Liz Highleyman 

C onsumer advocate and 
perennial candidate Ralph 
Nader kicked off his Bay 
Area campaign for the presidency 
Friday, July 16, appearing for the 
first time with his running mate, 
former California gubernatorial 
candidate Peter Camejo. 

Nader ran on the Green Party 
ticket in 2000, but this time he is 
running as an independent after 
the Greens narrowly rejected him 
in favor of attorney David Cobb at 
their national convention in June. 
His running mate, Camejo, is a 
Green Party member. 

Friday’s rally, which packed the 
auditorium at Mission High 
School with some 600 supporters, 
was hosted by San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors President 
Matt Gonzalez, himself a Green 
Party member. 

“The two party system has to¬ 
tally failed us,” Gonzalez said. “I 
wish the Democratic Party would 
put as much energy into electoral 
reform as they have to keeping 
Nader off the ballot.” 

Nader needs about 153,000 
valid signatures by August 6 in 
order to qualify for the California 
ballot, but his campaign is seeking 
at least 200,000. 

Nader and Camejo have ac¬ 
cused the Democrats of using 
“dirty tricks” to keep them out of 




HIV (+) Volunteers Needed 
for a 2 Week Research Study 
of an Investigational Antiviral 


Study Participants will be paid $1,500 

You may be eligible to participate if you: 

1. Are HIV + with T-cells > 200 
and a viral load > 2,000. 

2. Have previously failed treatment 

with Efavirenz (sustiva), Viramune (nevirapine), 
or Rescriptor (delavirdine). 

3. Are currently off, or willing 
to stop, HIV therapy for 6 weeks 




uest 


* CLINICAL 
RESEARCH 


For more information, 
contact Dr. Jacob Lalezari at 
Quest Clinical Research, (415) 353-0800. 



Ralph Nader at Friday's rally. 

the race. California Democratic 
Party chair Art Torres has said he 
plans to carefully review and per¬ 
haps contest Nader’s signatures. 

Many progressives who sup¬ 
ported Nader in 2000 have asked 
him not to run this time around, 
fearing he will draw support away 
from presumed Democratic can¬ 
didate Senator John Kerry (D- 
Massachusetts) and his running 
mate, Senator John Edwards (D- 
North Carolina). It is widely be¬ 
lieved . that Nader helped put 
George Bush in office by drawing 
support from former Vice Presi¬ 
dent A1 Gore in 2000 in Florida 
and a handful of other states. 

Recent polls show Kerry slight¬ 
ly ahead of Bush in a head-to- 
head matchup, but coming in 
about even in a three-way race 
that includes Nader, who is fa¬ 
vored by 5 percent or less of vot¬ 
ers. 

At Friday’s event, about a 
dozen Kerry supporters protested 


outside Mission High, demanding 
that Nader reconsider his candi¬ 
dacy. 

Nader and Camejo contend 
that they pull support from voters 
who do not feel represented by ei¬ 
ther major party. According to 
Camejo, Bay Area Democrats “are 
closer to the politics of the Nader- 
Camejo ticket than to Kerry,” cit¬ 
ing among other things their op¬ 
position to the war in Iraq and the 
Patriot Act (both of which Kerry 
voted for), and their support for 
same-sex marriage (which Kerry 
and Edwards oppose). 

Nader won close to 8 percent 
of the San Francisco vote in 2000, 
compared with about 3 percent 
nationwide 

“The mystery of this campaign 
is that the overwhelming majority 
of people who say they plan to 
vote for Kerry and Edwards don’t 
agree with them,” said Camejo, 
adding that the Democrats and 
liberal organizations that oppose 
his candidacy “are really against 
the people’s right to decide how 
they vote.” 

“The liberals believe in demo¬ 
cratic, free elections, but not this 
time,” said Nader. “As the Republi¬ 
cans get worse, so do the Democ¬ 
rats, then they tell us we have no 
choice because the Republicans 
are so bad. If there’s no progres¬ 
sive ticket, the pull will only be in 
one direction.” 

Democrats have recently criti¬ 
cized Nader for taking money 
from Republicans. While Nader 
says he welcomes monetary sup¬ 
port from individuals, he opposes 
an organized Republican effort on 
his behalf aimed at defeating 
Kerry. 

“We just want both the De¬ 
mocrats and Republicans to’leave 
us alone and let us compete,” he 
said. ▼ 


Gay lobbying group 
announces donation 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

T he Lambda Letters Project,a 
statewide LGBT lobbying 
group, is set to accept a 
$100,000 anonymous donation 
that will require it to expand its 
board. 

The lobbying group, founded 
by Boyce Hinman and based in 
Sacramento, sends out e-mail 
alerts about pending gay rights 
and other legislation in the State- 
house to its members, asking them 
to zap lawmakers with e-mails and 
phone calls in support of the bills. 
It also works with other statewide 
LGBT groups such as Marriage 
Equality California and Equality 
California. 

Hinman volunteers as the pro¬ 
ject’s full-time legislative advocate. 
Last year it delivered over a quar¬ 
ter-million letters and e-mails in 
support of bills concerning gay 
rights, HIV/AIDS issues, and mi¬ 
nority and women’s rights. 

The group will meet later this 
month to discuss the funds from 
the donor and if it should accept 
the strings attached to the gift. 
Along with expanding its board - 
from six to 12 members - the 
group would be required to devel¬ 


op a business plan outlining the 
planned use of the money. 

Allan Robin, the project’s de¬ 
velopment director, said it “must 
enlarge its board to a level that al¬ 
lows us to more effectively run the 
organization.” 

He said the nonprofit is not 
likely to reject the funding. In Jan¬ 
uary, the project announced it 
could fold for lack of funds and 
appealed to the community for 
support. 

“It should be accepted,” he said. 
“But the money probably would 
come by the end of the year, or the 
first quarter of next year. It de¬ 
pends on the estate planning.” 

Over the last six months, Robin 
said the organization has raised 
about $20,600 and predicts it will 
reach its goal of $62,000. The pro¬ 
ject estimates its expenses this year 
will total $52,800. 

The project invites the public 
to attend a one-hour information¬ 
al meeting Tuesday, July 27 in 
Sacramento. There will be a recep¬ 
tion at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. at Konicom, 
1819 J Street. 

For further information and to 
RSVP call (916) 719-7164 or 
check out the project’s Web site at 
www.lambdaletters.org. ▼ 
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The FMA fight: Many losers, few winners 


analysis by Bob Roehr 


ays and lesbians are grateful 
that the Federal Marriage 
Amendment was defeated 
in the U.S. Senate on a procedural 
vote Wednesday, July 14, but they 
can take little solace in the sub¬ 
stance and tone of the proceed¬ 
ings leading up to that vote. 

Social conservatives lost in try¬ 
ing to impose their values on the 
body politic, no matter how they 
try to spin the outcome. They also 
deepened the rifts between them¬ 
selves and traditional conserva¬ 
tives and moderates within the 
Republican Party, which will make 
future attempts at social legisla¬ 
tion more difficult. 

Most Democrats harped on 
the fact that - gasp - the Republi¬ 
cans were playing politics with the 
issue; all the while promoting 
their own set of political priori¬ 
ties. There was not a lot of defense 
of the gay community - one of the 
Democratic Party’s most loyal 
constituencies in terms of votes, 
workers, and dollars - which may 
signal a rocky future for that rela- 
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tionship. 

On the religious right, Senator 
Rick Santorum (R-Pennsylvania) 
hyperventilated, “The future of the 
country hangs in the balance be¬ 
cause the future of marriage hangs 
in the balance. Isn’t that the ulti¬ 
mate homeland security, standing 
up and defending marriage?” 

Most of his colleagues simply 
rolled their eyes in response. They 
knew that had the Senate voted on 
the substance of the FMA, rather 
than on the procedure where it 
was easier for the Republican 
leadership to apply some disci¬ 
pline, it would have lost by an 
even wider margin. The procedur¬ 
al vote was 48 to 50, well short of 
the 60 votes needed to keep the 
measure alive. To pass the amend¬ 
ment, sponsors would have need¬ 
ed 67 votes. 

Advocates for the FMA tried to 
spin the extent of their loss. “This 
is only the opening salvo in a long 
battle to preserve the definition of 
marriage as the union of one man 
and one woman - a battle we are 
determined to win,” vowed Focus 
on the Family’s founder James 
Dobson. 

But Ken Sherrill, a doyen of gay 
political science scholars and a 
professor at Hunter College in 
New York City, doesn’t buy the 
right’s spin. “What was different 
about the FMA vote is that it went 
to the floor without making it 



Do you suffer from 

HIV NEUROPATHY? 


0 No Cost for Study Medication 
0 Compensation for Your Time 


If you are at least 18 years old, HIV-positive and suffer 
from pain, burning or tingling in your feet, you may be 
eligible to participate in a clinical research study. 


Please contact: 

Lonnie Leonard, RN, Study Coordinator 
First Clinical Research 

(415) 682.2430 ♦ lleonard@firstclinical.com 
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Oliver DeWulf, with Laurent Boullianne-DeWulf, 4, left, and his partner 
Steven Boullianne, with Reece Boullianne-DeWulf, 3, attended the party 
at the community center July 14 hailing the defeat of the Federal 
Marriage Amendment. 


through the judiciary committee,” 
because it did not have the votes 
in committee. “I don’t think that 
[Majority Leader Bill] Frist can 
play that game very often.” 

“It’s over,” conservative gay 
columnist Andrew Sullivan said on 
his blog. “The antigay forces could¬ 
n’t even muster a simple majority 
for their constitutional amend¬ 
ment. They have divided their 
party and tarnished their reputa¬ 
tion for fairness - but the Consti¬ 
tution remains intact and unvio¬ 
lated. That’s one reason to cheer.” 

No ringing endorsement 

But beyond the delight of 
blocking an initiative of their op¬ 
ponents on the right, there was 
precious little the GLBT commu¬ 
nity could find reassuring. 

“The vote was far from a ring¬ 
ing endorsement for equal rights 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans¬ 
gender people,” said Matt Fore¬ 
man, executive director of the Na¬ 
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 

“Over and over again we heard 
even our staunchest allies repeat¬ 
ing ad nauseam the mantra, ‘I be¬ 
lieve that marriage is between one 


man and one woman’ or the ever- 
popular, ‘While I do not support 
gay marriage.’ Not a single senator 
stood up and said he or she was 
voting against the amendment be¬ 
cause marriage is a fundamental 
right that same-sex couples 
should enjoy under the Constitu¬ 
tion,” Foreman added. 

“If the Senate actually reflect¬ 
ed and articulated the views of the 
American public, at least one- 
third of them would have actually 
argued for marriage equality and 
the basic rights of all Americans,” 
Foreman continued. “The mes¬ 
sage should have been that this 
year’s election will not be won on 
our backs.” 

“The marriage amendment was 
voted down only after a procession 
of senators promised there were 
easier ways to stop us from wed¬ 
ding. This is victory?” wrote Chris 
Crain in an editorial that appeared 
in the Washington Blade and other 
Window Media newspapers. 

“If‘pro-gay’ senators won’t de¬ 
fend our equality or our dignity 
even when they have the votes in 
the bag, what can we expect when 
their arguments about the De¬ 


fense of Marriage Act don’t work 
anymore?” Crain wrote. “The 
movement for marriage equality, 
‘led’ by the HRC [Human Rights 
Campaign], is unfortunately suf¬ 
fering from the ‘soft activism of 
no expectations.’” 

Crain criticized HRC for 
“squandering” more than a mil¬ 
lion dollars “on advertisements 
that never mentioned the ‘G’ word 
and instead tried to change the 
subject to taxes and Iraq.” 

HRC employed the same 
media strategy - avoiding gay 
content and trying to shift the ar¬ 
gument - in “defending” gay mar¬ 
riage in referendums in Hawaii in 
1998 and California in 2000. Nei¬ 
ther proved effective and the anti¬ 
gay measures passed. 

Crain concluded, “We will not 
trick our way to equality while 
everyone is looking the other way. 
The case for our freedom to marry 
is a strong one, and it’s way past 
time we started making it.” 

The Kerry-Edwards Democra¬ 
tic presidential team skipped the 
FMA vote; they were the only sen¬ 
ators to do so. The campaign staff 
said that Kerry was in Boston 
“preparing” for the Democratic 
National Convention. Edwards 
left to campaign in Iowa. “That 
hardly makes them profiles in 
courage,” the Philadelphia Inquir¬ 
er said in an editorial. 

During the preceding month 
the Kerry-Edwards campaign raked 
in over $600,000 at gay fundraisers 
in Boston and New York. 

The day after the FMA vote 
Kerry was in Philadelphia at the 
,D NAiVCP cqpyejjjiqn. He ^iticized 
President BusK for claiming that a 
scheduling conflict kept him from 
addressing that group. “When 
you’re president of the United 
States, you can pretty much say 
where you want to be and when,” 
Kerry roared. 

And, as political scientist Sher¬ 
rill noted, “The same holds true 
for presidential candidates and 
casting votes on the floor of the 
Senate. It’s all a matter of priori¬ 
ties.” ▼ 


‘Girlie men’ 

◄ page 1 

be complimentary.” 

Leno added that the bigger pic¬ 
ture should be the budget and that 
Schwarzenegger’s comments were 
not an example of leadership. 

State Senate President John Bur¬ 
ton (D-San Francisco) said Mon¬ 
day that it could be weeks before a 
budget compromise is reached. 

“You can’t kick somebody in 
the groin and they say let’s ... join 
hands and sing ‘Kumbaya,’” Bur¬ 
ton said. 

Geoffrey Kors, executive direc¬ 
tor of Equality California, told the 
B.A.R. that the budget stalemate 
does nothing to help matters such 
as AIDS funding. He too, saw 
Schwarzenegger’s comment more 
as misogynist than homophobic. 

“It’s much more about gender,” 
Kors said. “It’s saying that legisla¬ 
tors are weak, girlie, and that’s a 
really bad message. To use that for 
partisan gain is distressing. But I 
also think Democrats are using it 
as a partisan response.” 

Kors urged Republicans and 
Democrats to “stop bickering and 
fix the budget.” 

Riki Wilchins, executive direc¬ 
tor of GenderPAC, was sharply 
critical of the governor. 

“Attacking legislator’s gender 
expression and identity is sexist 
and homophobic,” Wilchins said 
in a statement. “Such remarks 


imply that weakness and feminin¬ 
ity are synonymous. They have no 
place in the public discourse.” 

State Senator Liz Figueroa (D- 
Fremont), chair of the Legislative 
Women’s Caucus, was also critical 
of the governor. 

“It’s one thing to make com¬ 
ments that lawmakers are acting 
like children,” she said in a state¬ 
ment, referring to Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger’s comments in Stockton, 
“however, the last time I checked 
there were no girls in the Legisla¬ 
ture. To imply that women or 
wimpy men are the only reason 
the budget has been stalled is dis¬ 
appointing and counterproduc¬ 
tive. By refusing to apologize, the 
governor shows that he’s willing to 
sanction schoolyard bullying over 
respectful debate.” 

Patrick Guerriero, executive di¬ 
rector of the national Log Cabin Re¬ 
publicans, defended the governor. 

“The Log Cabin Republicans 
defend California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger against 
the partisan attacks that have been 
levied against him as a result of a 
harmless comment he made at an 
event in Ontario, California,” said 
a statement from the group’s 
Washington, D.C. office. 

“The attacks from the left 
claiming that Governor 
Schwarzenegger is a homophobe 
are patently outrageous,” Guer¬ 
riero said. “There are real issues 
for the gay and lesbian communi¬ 
ty and the governor has been on 


the front line of those issues fight¬ 
ing with us.” 

Christopher Barron, 

spokesman for LCR, said that the 
group was specifically referring to 
Schwarzenegger’s opposition to 
the Federal Marriage Amendment. 

Paul Lynd, president of the San 
Francisco chapter of LCR, told the 
B.A.R. that the matter has been 
blown out of proportion. 

“It has gotten overblown to the 
point of absurdity,” he said Tues¬ 
day. “My reaction when I heard 
this was I thought his choice of 
words a little odd. Then I realized 
what he was referring to and I 
thought it was funny. I didn’t take 
offense to it.” 

Leno called LCR’s defense of 
the governor “pitiful.” 

But Lynd noted that Democ¬ 
rats too, have used words that 
could be construed as antigay. 

“The Democrats’ outrage is se¬ 
lective,” Lynd said. “Where were 
they last year during the recall 
campaign when Cruz Bustamante 
said Arnold was a sissy because he 
would not agree to the number of 
debates he wanted?” 

Lynd, who worked in the ad¬ 
ministration of former Governor 
Pete Wilson, also pointed out that 
nerves get frayed and tempers 
flare around the budget. 

“When Wilson was governor, 
John Burton would have tirades on 
the Assembly floor and refer to Wil¬ 
son as that pipsqueak Marine down¬ 
stairs. That was inappropriate.” ▼ 
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The word on HIV: 


Ask your doctor how REYATAZ, in HIV combination therapy, cafrtielp you 


idual resuits may vary. 


INDICATION: Reyataz (atazanavir sulfate) is a prescription medicine used in 
combination with other medicines to treat people who are infected with the 
' human irrmiunodefidehcy virus (HIV). Reyataz has been studied in 48wveek trials 
in patients who have never taken anti-HIV medicines and in 24-week trials in 
patients who have taken anti-HIV medicines before. 

Reyataz does not cure HIV or help prevent passing HIV to others. 
IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: 

Do not take Reyataz if you are taking the following medicines: ergot 
medicines, Versed*, Halcion", Orap s , Propulsid®, Camptosar®, Vascor*, Crixivan®, 
Mevacor*, Zocor', rifampin, St.John's wort, AcipHex', Nexiurn , Prevacid*, Prilosec" 
or Protonix". Do not use Viagra 5 , Levitra*, or Cialis* while you are taking Reyataz 
without first speaking with your healthcare provider. This list of medicines is 
not complete. Discuss all prescription and non-prescription medicines, 
vitamin and herbal supplements, or other health preparations you are 
taking or plan to take with your healthcare provider. 

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any side effects or conditions, 
including the following: 

• A change in the way your heart beats may occur and could be a symptom of 
a heart problem. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar may occur in patients taking protease 
inhibitor medicines like Reyataz. 

• Yellowing of the skin and/or eyes may occur due to increases in bilirubin 
levels in the blood (bilirubin is made by the liver). 

• If you have liver disease, including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get 
worse when you take anti-HIV medicines like Reyataz. 

• Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with 
protease inhibitor medicines like Reyataz. 

• Constant nausea, vomiting, unusual or unexpected stomach discomfort, 
tiredness, trouble breathing, and weakness in the arms and legs may be 

signs of a severe buildup of lactic acid in the blood (lactic acidosis), which can 
cause death. These events have been reported in patients taking Reyataz with 
other anti-HIV medicines called nucleoside analogs. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking anti-HIV medicines. 
The cause and long-term effects are not known at this time. 

Common side effects of Reyataz taken with other anti-HIV medicines include: 
nausea, headache, rash, stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea, depression, fever, 
increased cough, dizziness, trouble sleeping, pain, tiredness, back pain, numbness, 
tingling or burning of hands or feet, and joint pain. 

You should take Reyataz once daily with food (a meal or snack). 

Please see important information about REYATAZ 
on the next page. 


Virology 
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Once Daily REYATAZ is a protease inhibitor (Pi) that is taken 
in HIV combination " 

+ Can help raise your T~cells 

+ Can help lower your viral load to undetectable* 

+ Low chance of diarrhea (shown in cfinkal trials)* 

+ Two pills taken once-a-day (withasnacfcormeal! 
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PATIENT INFORMATION 

REYATAZ™ (RAY-ah-taz) 

(generic name = atazanavir sulfate) 
Capsules 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with 
REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate). Read the section "What important 
information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other 
medicines?" 

Read the Patient Information that comes with REYATAZ before you start 
using it and each time you get a refill. There may be new information. 
This leaflet provides a summary about REYATAZ and does not include 
everything there Is to know about your medicine. This information does 
not take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about your 
medical condition or treatment. 

What is REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ is a prescription medicine used with other anti-HIV medicines 
to treat people who are infected with the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV). HIV is the virus that causes acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). REYATAZ is a type of anti-HIV medicine called a 
protease inhibitor. HIV infection destroys CD4 (T) cells, which are 
important to the immune system. The immune system helps fight 
infection. After a large number of T cells are destroyed, AIDS develops. 
REYATAZ helps to block HIV protease, an enzyme that is needed for 
the HIV virus to multiply. REYATAZ may lower the amount of HIV in your 
blood, help your body keep its supply of CD4 (T) cells, and reduce the 
risk of death and illness associated with HIV. 

Does REYATAZ cure HIV or AIDS? 

REYATAZ does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. At present there is no 
cure for HIV infection. People taking REYATAZ may still get opportunistic 
infections or other conditions that happen with HIV infection. 
Opportunistic infections are infections that develop because the 
immune system is weak. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, 
herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) 
infections. It is very important that you see your healthcare 
provider regularly while taking REYATAZ. 

REYATAZ does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other 
people through sexual contact, sharing needles, or being exposed 
to your blood. For your health and the health of others, it is important 
to always practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom 
or other barrier to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen, 
vaginal secretions, or blood. Never use or share dirty needles. 

Who should not take REYATAZ? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you: 

• are taking certain medicines. (See "What important information 
should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?") Serious 
life-threatening side effects or death may happen. Before you take 
REYATAZ, tell your healthcare provider about all medicines you are 
taking or planning to take. These include other prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

• are allergic to REYATAZ or to any of its ingredients. The active 
ingredient is atazanavir sulfate. See the end of this leaflet for a 
complete list of ingredients in REYATAZ. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you think you have had an allergic reaction to any of these 
ingredient^ 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before I take REYATAZ? 
Tell your healthcare provider 

• If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not 

known if REYATAZ can harm your unborn baby. Pregnant women 
have experienced serious side effects when taking REYATAZ with 
other HIV medicines called nucleoside analogues. You and your 
healthcare provider will need to decide if REYATAZ is right for you. If 
you use REYATAZ while you are pregnant, talk to your healthcare 
provider about the Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry. 

• If you are breast-feeding. You should not breast-feed if you are 
HIV-positive because of the chance of passing HIV to your baby. Also, 
it is not known if REYATAZ can pass into your breast milk and if it can 
harm your baby. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk 
with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby. 

• If you have liver problems or are infected with the hepatitis B 
or C virus. See "What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?" 

• If you have diabetes. See "What are the possible side effects of 
REYATAZ?" 

• If you have hemophilia. See "What are the possible side effects of 
REYATAZ?" 

• About all the medicines you take including prescription and non¬ 
prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Keep a 
list of your medicines with you to show your healthcare provider. 
For more information, see "What important information should I 
know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?" and "Who 
should not take REYATAZ?" Some medicines can cause serious side 
effects if you also take REYATAZ. 

How should I take REYATAZ? 

• Take REYATAZ once every day exactly as instructed by your 
healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider will prescribe the 
amount of REYATAZ that is right for you. Your dose will depend on 
your liver function and on the other anti-HIV medicines that you are 
taking. REYATAZ is always used with other anti-HIV medicines. If you 
are taking REYATAZ with SUSTIVA® (efavirenz) or with VIREAD® 
(tenofovir disoproxil fumarate), you should also be taking NORVIR® 
(ritonavir). 


• Always take REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate) with food (a meal 
or snack) to help it work better. Swallow the capsules whole. Do 
not open the capsules. Try to take REYATAZ at the same time each 
day. 

• If you are taking antacids or Videx® (didanosine) Chewable/ 
Dispersible Buffered Tablets, take REYATAZ 2 hours before or 
1 hour after these medicines. 

• Do not change your dose or stop taking REYATAZ without first 
talking with your healthcare provider. It is important to stay under 
a healthcare provider’s care while taking REYATAZ. 

• When your supply of REYATAZ starts to run low, get more from 
your healthcare provider or pharmacy. It is important not to run out of 
REYATAZ. The amount of HIV in your blood may increase if the 
medicine is stopped for even a short time. 

• If you miss a dose of REYATAZ, take it as soon as possible and then 
take your next scheduled dose at its regular time. If, however, it is 
within 6 hours of your next dose, do not take the missed dose. Wait 
and take the next dose at the regular time. Do not double the next 
dose. It is important that you do not miss any doses of REYATAZ 
or your other anti-HIV medicines 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of REYATAZ, call your 
healthcare provider or poison control center right away. 

Can children take REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ has not been fully studied in children under 16 years of age. 
REYATAZ should not be used in babies under the age of 3 months. 
What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ? 

The following list of side effects is not complete. Report any new 
or continuing symptoms to your healthcare provider. If you have 
questions about side effects, ask your healthcare provider. Your 
healthcare provider may be able to help you manage these side 
effects. 

REYATAZ can cause the following side effects: 

• yellowing of the skin or eyes. These effects may be due to 
increases in bilirubin levels in the blood (bilirubin is made by the 
liver). Call your healthcare provider if your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turn yellow. Although these effects may not be damaging 
to your liver, skin, or eyes, it is important to tell your healthcare 
provider promptly if they occur. 

• a change in the way your heart beats (heart rhythm change). 

Call your healthcare provider right away if you get dizzy or 
lightheaded. These could be symptoms of a heart problem. 

• diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) sometimes 
happen in patients taking protease inhibitor medicines like REYATAZ. 
Some patients had diabetes before taking protease inhibitors while 
others did not. Some patients may need changes in their diabetes 
medicine. 

• it you have liver disease including hepatitis B or C, your liver 
disease may get worse when you take anti-HIV medicines like 
REYATAZ. 

• some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems 
with protease inhibitors like REYATAZ. 

• a serious condition called lactic acidosis syndrome (a severe 
buildup of an acid in the blood that sometimes causes death). Some 
people who have taken REYATAZ with anti-HIV medicines called 
nucleoside analogues have developed lactic acidosis syndrome. 
Lactic acidosis syndrome has happened more in people who are 
female or obese (very overweight). Lactic acidosis syndrome is a 
medical emergency and must be treated in the hospital. Call your 
healthcare provider right away and do not continue to take 
REYATAZ and your other anti-HIV medicines unless instructed to 
by your healthcare provider if you get any of the following signs 
of lactic acidosis syndrome: 

•You have persistent nausea, vomiting, or unusual or unexpected 
stomach discomfort, 

•You feel very weak and tired, 

•You have trouble breathing, 

•You have weakness, especially in your arms and legs. 

• changes in body fat. These changes may include an increased 
amount of fat in the upper back and neck ("buffalo hump"), breast, 
and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may 
also happen. The cause and long-term health effects of these 
conditions are not known at this time. 

Other common side effects of REYATAZ taken with other anti-HIV 
medicines include nausea; headache; rash; stomach pain; vomiting; 
diarrhea; depression; fever; increased cough; dizziness; trouble 
sleeping; pain; tiredness; back pain; numbness, tingling, or burning of 
hands or feet; and joint pain. 

What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ 
with other medicines*? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you take the following medicines (not all 
brands may be listed; tell your healthcare provider about all the 
medicines you take). REYATAZ may cause serious, life- 
threatening side effects or death when used with these 
medicines 

• Ergot medicines: dihydroergotamine, ergonovine, ergotamine, and 
methylergonovine such as Cafergot®, Migranal®, D.H.E. 45®, 
ergotrate maleate, Methergine®, and others (used for migraine 
headaches). 

• Halcion® (triazolam, used for insomnia). 

• Versed® (midazolam, used for sedation). 

• Orap® (pimozide, used forTourette’s disorder). 

• Propulsid® (cisapride, used for certain stomach problems). 

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because of 
possible serious side effects: 

• Camptosar® (irinotecan, used for cancer). 


• Vascor® (bepridil, used for high blood pressure). 

• Crixivan® (indinavir, used for HIV infection). Both REYATAZ and 
Crixivan sometimes cause increased levels of bilirubin in the blood. 

• Cholesterol-lowering medicines Mevacor® (lovastatin) or Zocor® 
(simvastatin). 

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ (atazanavir 
sulfate) because they may lower the amount of REYATAZ in your 
blood. This may lead to an increased HIV viral load. Resistance to 
REYATAZ or cross-resistance to other HIV medicines may develop: 

• Rifampin (also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or 
Rifamate®, used for tuberculosis). 

• St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as a 
dietary supplement, or products containing St. John’s wort. 

• “Proton-pump inhibitors” used for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers 
such as AcipHex® (rabeprazole), Nexium® (esomeprazole), Prevacid® 
(lansoprazole), Prilosec® (omeprazole), or Protonix® (pantoprazole). 

The following medicines may require your healthcare provider to 
monitor your therapy more closely: 

• Cialis® (tadalafil), Levitra® (vardenafil), or Viagra® (sildenafil). REYATAZ 
may increase the chances of serious side effects that can happen 
with Cialis, Levitra, or Viagra. Do not use Cialis, Levitra, or Viagra 
while you are taking REYATAZ unless your healthcare provider tells 
you it is okay. 

• Lipitor® (atorvastatin). There is an increased chance of serious side 
effects if you take REYATAZ with this cholesterol-lowering medicine. 

• Medicines for abnormal heart rhythm: Cordarone® (amiodarone), 
lidocaine, quinidine (also known as Cardioquin®, Quinidex®, and 
others). 

• Coumadin® (warfarin). 

• Tricyclic antidepressants such as Elavil® (amitriptyline), Norpramin® 
(desipramine), Sinequan® (doxepin), Surmontil® (trimipramine), 
Tofranil® (imipramine), or Vivactil® (protriptyline). 

• Medicines to prevent organ transplant rejection: Sandimmune® or 
Neoral® (cyclosporine), Rapamune® (sirolimus), or Prograf® 
(tacrolimus). 

The following medicines may require a change in the dose or 
dose schedule of either REYATAZ or the other medicine: 

• Fortovase®, Invirase® (saquinavir). 

• Norvir® (ritonavir). 

• Sustiva® (efavirenz). 

• Videx® (didanosine) or antacids. 

• Viread® (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate). 

• Mycobutin® (rifabutin). 

• Calcium channel blockers such as Cardizem® orTiazac® (diltiazem), 
Covera-HS® or Isoptin SR® (verapamil) and others. 

• Biaxin® (clarithromycin). 

• Oral contraceptives (“the pill”). 

• Medicines for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as Axid® 
(nizatidine), Pepcid AC® (famotidine), Tagamet® (cimetidine), or 
Zantac® (ranitidine). 

Remember: 

1. Know all the medicines you take. 

2. Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take. 

3. Do not start a new medicine without talking to your healthcare 
provider. 

How should I store REYATAZ? 

• Store REYATAZ Capsules at room temperature, 59° to 86° F (15° to 
30° C). Do not store this medicine in a damp place such as a 
bathroom medicine cabinet or near the kitchen sink. 

• Keep your medicine in a tightly closed container. 

• Throw away REYATAZ when it is outdated or no longer needed by 
flushing it down the toilet or pouring it down the sink. 

General information about REYATAZ 
This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not 
use REYATAZ for another condition. Do not give REYATAZ to other 
people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm 
them. Keep REYATAZ and all medicines out of the reach of children 
and pets. 

This summary does not include everything there is to know about 
REYATAZ. Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are 
not mentioned in patient information leaflets. Remember, no written 
summary can replace careful discussion with your healthcare provider. 
If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare provider 
or you can call 1 -800-426-7644. 

What are the ingredients in REYATAZ? 

Active Ingredient: atazanavir sulfate 

Inactive Ingredients: Crospovidone, lactose monohydrate (milk 
sugar), magnesium stearate, gelatin, FD&C Blue #2, and titanium 
dioxide. 

• Videx® is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. 
Coumadin® and Sustiva® are registered trademarks of Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Pharma Company. Other brands listed are the trademarks of 
their respective owners and are not trademarks of Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Company. 

This Patient Information Leaflet has been approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration. 

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Princeton, NJ 08543 USA 

Revised March 2004 ' 1168954A1 
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House moves to protect DOM A 


by Bob Roehr 


he House Judiciary Com- 
f mittee moved to prohibit 
tl federal courts from ruling 
on the constitutionality of the 
antigay Defense of Marriage Act, 
even while debate on the Federal 
Marriage Amendment still echoed 
in the Senate. 

The Marriage Protection Act of 
2003 passed the committee by a 21 
to 13 vote, essentially along party 

Discrimination 

M page 6 

popular establishments, in the 
heart of the Castro. We must ensure 
that the management of Badlands 
has not illegally cast out members 
of our community, depriving them 
of equitable public accommoda¬ 
tion and access, as is alleged. But if 
they have done so, then we must re¬ 
spond to a gross violation of our 
most fundamental civil rights. 
Should Mr. Natali be found to have 
violated antidiscrimination laws, 
then - given the magnitude and se¬ 
riousness of the allegations - we 
urge that the city and the Depart¬ 
ment of Alcoholic Beverage Con¬ 
trol hold him accountable and set a 
standard in the city and the state 
that proclaims to the world: dis¬ 
crimination stops here. 

. But we also know that discrim¬ 
ination exists elsewhere in the Cas¬ 
tro, and affects many groups, in¬ 
cluding women, older people, 
transgender people, youth, dis¬ 
abled people, and many, many 
others. For the record: we are 
committed to combating discrim¬ 
ination in all of its forms and 
working together to ensure that 
everyone is welcome. 

We also must ensure that re¬ 
course and resources are available 
to people who suffer discrimina¬ 
tion. To that end, we are helping 
IsBadlandsBad create accessible 
avenues through which people can 
find support and navigate the 
sometimes confusing processes 
through which complaints are 
made formal. 

Finally, we must foster sus¬ 
tained dialogue within our com¬ 
munity about the importance of 
diversity and inclusion. Already, 
Black Rap, the Dyke March, the 
Gay Men’s Community Initiative, 
the Stop AIDS Project, IsBadland- 
Bad, and others have re-ignited 
challenging but important conver¬ 
sations about inclusion, as have 
countless other San Franciscans, in 
the media, in restaurants, and on 
street corners. We applaud these 
efforts and ask that each of us con¬ 
tinue to ask questions, raise 
doubts, and seek answers. 

Especially as LGBT people and 
people of color, we have learned 
hard life lessons about how the hu¬ 
miliation of discrimination erodes 
our self-worth and divides people 
who should be loving one another 
and working together. When dis¬ 
crimination occurs within our 
own community, it’s shocking and 
hard to believe, and it’s tempting to 
downplay its seriousness. But we 
also know that we cannot do so. 
Instead, we must stand where we 
live, and say, “Not in our home.” 

Each of us must care about civil 
rights, our own, as well as every¬ 
one else’s. Let’s work together to 
build a new vision for our neigh¬ 
borhood, our community, and our 
city. Let’s endeavor to make our 
values real, not just this summer, 
but throughout the year, and for 
years to come. We hope you will 
join us in this important effort. T 


lines, on July 14. It is likely to 
come to a vote on the floor of the 
House today (Thursday, July 22). 

The MPA is a “court-stripping” 
measure introduced by social con¬ 
servative Representative John 
Hostettler (R-Indiana) last Octo¬ 
ber as a fallback position to the 
FMA. It would remover authority 
for lower federal courts to hear 
cases on DOMA, which was 
passed in 1996. 

Article II, Section 2, clause 2 of 
the Constitution deems that lower 
federal courts are the creation of 
Congress and as such, Congress 
may limit their jurisdiction. The 
provision is a source of debate 
among legal scholars and Con¬ 
gress has almost completely 
avoided testing the limits of this 
authority in this area. 

Committee Chairman F. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr. (R-Wisconsin) 
said the MPA “leaves state courts 
with jurisdiction to decide certain 
classes of cases.” His colleague 
Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin), 
the only out lesbian in Congress 
and a member of the committee, 
disagreed. She called it “unneces¬ 
sary, unconstitutional, and unwise.” 


“The court-stripping measure 
seeks to stop the judicial branch 
from doing its job and to shut the 
door to married gay and lesbian 
couples who deserve their day in 
court,” said Christopher Anders, a 
legislative counsel for the Ameri¬ 
can Civil Liberties Union. 

“The Senate rejected the dis¬ 
criminatory marriage amend¬ 
ment, and the House should also 
reject these stealth attempts to leg¬ 
islate discrimination,” Anders 
added. 

“Jurisdiction-stripping has 
been proposed just about every 
time the court has done some¬ 
thing controversial,” explained 
constitutional scholar Dale Car¬ 
penter, a law professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesota and a colum¬ 
nist for the Bay Area Reporter. 

“It came closest, perhaps, in 
the 1950s in the aftermath of 
Brown v. Board [of Education] 
when Southern congressmen pro¬ 
posed stripping the courts of 
power to hear school desegrega¬ 
tion cases. It failed then, when the 
country was much more riled up 
than it is now,” Carpenter said. 

Legal scholars voiced their 


reservations about court-strip¬ 
ping legislation in testimony be¬ 
fore the House Judiciary Consti¬ 
tution subcommittee on June 24. 

Northwestern University 
School of Law professor Martin 
H. Redish cautioned, “Several 
guarantees contained in the Con¬ 
stitution - due process, separation 
of powers, and equal protection - 
may well impose limitations on 
the scope of congressional power.” 
He feared that congressional at¬ 
tempts to rein in the courts 
“would risk undermining public 
faith in both Congress and the 
federal courts.” ‘ 

Michael J. Gerhardt, a profes¬ 
sor at the William & Mary Law 
School, was even more blunt: “Ju¬ 
risdiction-stripping raises some 
profound questions of constitu¬ 
tional law... If Congress acts with 
the purpose and effect of violating 
a constitutional right, that violates 
the Constitution. 

“If Congress withdraws or re¬ 
stricts federal jurisdiction for a 
particular class of American citi¬ 
zens or based on the exercise of 
fundamental rights, that violates 
the Fifth Amendment. In short, 


Congress cannot use its power to 
restrict federal jurisdiction in 
ways that violate rights and equal 
protection, offends federalism, or 
infringes separation of powers. 

“Distrust of ‘unelected judges’ 
does not qualify as a legitimate 
basis, much less a compelling jus¬ 
tification, for congressional ac¬ 
tion. ‘Unelected judges,’ in the 
form of our federal judiciary, are 
integral to protecting the rule of 
law in our legal system, balance of 
power among the branches, and 
protecting unpopular minorities 
from the tyranny of the majority,” 
Gerhardt said. 

Majority Leader Tom DeLay 
(R-Texas) told reporters on July 14 
that he would use court-stripping 
legislation to take on a number of 
controversial issues, not just gay 
marriage. 

The political newspaper The 
Hill said DeLay planned to stop 
federal courts from hearing law¬ 
suits related to the words “under 
God” in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
DeLay said the time is “not quite 
ripe” to apply the GOP’s new leg¬ 
islative tactics to the issue of abor¬ 
tion. T 


FIVE STAR 

& & © © £i 


SERRAMONTE 81VD. 4 1-28* 
COIMAOALY CITY 
MON • SAT 9AM - 9PM 
SUN 10AM-8PM 































18 BAY AREA REPORTER 22 July 2004 


■H.lll'lBI 







Hos ted by the Conant Foundation 


UPDATE 


TUESDAY, July 27, 2004 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

‘San Francisco LGBT Center 

Rainbow Auditorium 

1800 Market Street in San Francisco 


For more information and to RSVP, 
please call (415) 255-0806 


These events are made possible in part by unrestricted educational grants from 3M, Abbott, 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, Gilead, GlaxoSmithKline, Ortho Biotech, Solvay, Tibotec, Vertex, 
and private sponsors. 


XV International AIDS 
Conference in Bangkok 


Come hear about the latest approved 
drug treatments, featured speakers: 


Stephen Becker, MD 
Marcus Conant, MD 


Virginia Cafaro, MD 
William Owen, MD 


Light refreshments will be served 


■or a map, visit our website at www.conantfoundation.com 
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2000, the national group has yet to 
decide if it will endorse him again 
this year. Lynd said a decision is 
not expected until next month, 
when the Republicans gather in 
New York City for their nominat¬ 
ing convention. The national or¬ 
ganization has been outspoken 
about its disappointment with the 
president’s support of the Federal 
Marriage Amendment, going so 
far as to run ads in key swing 
states against him. 

“This is a huge issue for us. A 
lot of people are all over the map 
on this,” said Lynd. 


Gallagher said the amendment 
issue is what cemented his deci¬ 
sion to openly voice his support 
for Kerry. 

“Bush’s record in many re¬ 
spects hasn’t been a good one late¬ 
ly. His support for the Federal 
Marriage Amendment was the last 
straw,” he said. 

If the Log Cabins do endorse 
Bush this year, Gallagher said the 
group would lose its credibility. 
Despite Kerry’s opposition to gay 
marriage, Gallagher said his 
record is by far better than the 
president’s on gay issues. He 
pointed to the fact that Kerry did 
not endorse the FMA and voted 
against the Defense of Marriage 
Act. T 
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by Zak Szymanski 


A IDS Walk 2004 increased its 
participation this year and 
: may have slightly exceeded 
its fundraising goal with an event 
that featured over 21,000 people 
walking 10 kilometers through 
Golden Gate Park last Sunday, July 
18, bringing in an estimated $3.02 
million in pledges and donations. 

This achievement comes at a 
time when many events are bring¬ 
ing in less money than previous 
years and further government cuts 
to HIV/AIDS services are a reality. 

“For this year’s AIDS Walk to 
raise such an extraordinary 
amount of money, demonstrates 
the Bay Area’s unwavering com¬ 
mitment to fighting AIDS and to 
supporting people living with 
HIV/AIDS,” said Craig Miller, the 
event’s producer. 

Last year’s walk featured 
20,000 walkers who raised $2.9 
million for HIV/AIDS services. 

The urgently needed money 
will go to the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation - which provides ser¬ 
vices to over 120,000 people per 
year - as well as 38 different re¬ 
gional HIV/AIDS organizations 
that include providers of health 
care, needle exchange, employ¬ 
ment counseling, youth outreach, 
legal assistance, and culturally ap¬ 
propriate HIV-prevention efforts 
in communities of color. 

These organizations will re¬ 
ceive grants that most frequently 
fall into the $5,000 to $10,000 
range, and they were chosen as 
beneficiaries through an applica¬ 
tion process by an independent 


would raise $2.9 million this year, 
the same amount collected after 
last year’s walk. Whether this 
year’s extra funds raised will trick¬ 
le down to the organizations may 
depend on how much of that 
money is actually collected; last 
year, it was announced at the 
event that $3.1 million was raised; 
$200,000 of that money was never 
sent in by participants. But the 
majority of this year’s funds was 
turned in on Sunday, said SFAF 
spokesman Redge Norton. 

“It looks like a really good 
number that will actually be 
brought in. And you could tell 
there were more people there this 
year,” said Norton. “It was a great 
day in the park. And we’ll defi¬ 
nitely meet our goal.” 

- AIDS Walk teams can turn in 
money through August 13, said 
Norton, and benefiting organiza¬ 
tion checks will be distributed 
next month. 

“We’re all on schedule and just 
really pleased with the success of 
this year’s event,” he said. 

This year’s AIDS Walk was the 
18th annual event, which has cu¬ 
mulatively raised over $49.8 mil¬ 
lion for HIV/AIDS services. ▼ 


progress - including statewide 
transgender-inclusive antidis¬ 
crimination laws - there remains 
a 70 percent unemployment rate 
in the community, an indication 
of obvious discrimination that 
needs addressing. 

“We’re going to work on the 
national level to change laws, and 
we need the support of the party 
that’s been representing oppressed 
people for decades,” Haaland said. 

Educating the national Demo¬ 
cratic Party is “going to take time” 
he said, and will require a place at 
the table when decisions are being 
made. 

That’s why many activists and 
advocates take heart in the fact 
that an unprecedented number of 
transgenders are participating in 
the national-level delegation 
process of the Democratic Party, 
with two sitting on committees 
and five serving as delegates to the 
convention that begins Monday in 
Boston. 

To date, there have been no 
publicly declared transgender del¬ 
egates to next month’s Republican 
National Convention, nor indica¬ 
tions of addressing issues of 
equality within the Republican 
National Committee. 

The seven transgenders in¬ 
volved in the Democratic conven¬ 
tion will carry forth a message, she 
said, that will ensure representa¬ 
tion. 

“Our desire for positive 
change will not remain unheard 
by gay, lesbian, and straight dele¬ 
gates, nor by political leadership,” 
she said. T 


Wilson Cruz welcomes participants 
at Sunday's AIDS Walk. 


panel created by the Horizons 
Foundation, which is administer¬ 
ing this portion of the funds 
raised collectively by AIDS Walk 
and AIDS Marathon. 

At last report, Horizons was 
expecting to receive a lump sum 
of AIDS Walk and AIDS 
Marathon money totaling 
$422,500, about $7,000 less than 
last year. The figure was based 
upon estimates that AIDS Walk 


Democratic 
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committee gave indications that 
there was some support for the 
amendment including gender 
identity, but likely not enough 
support to pass,” Edwards Foster 
summarized in a press statement 
released last week. 

It is unclear whether the na¬ 
tionally prominent LGBT organi¬ 
zations pushed for transgender in¬ 
clusion in the platform during 
their recent meetings with Demo¬ 
cratic Party and Kerry campaign 
representatives. Representatives 
from the Washington, D.C.-based 
Human Rights Campaign were 
unable to comment by press time. 

Locally, progressive activist 
Robert Haaland, a transgender 
man and a candidate for supervi¬ 
sor in District 5, said that it can be 
difficult to remember that the rest 
of the country - and even the state 
- is not up to speed with San 
Francisco when it comes to the 
complexity of LGBT issues, and 
many politically active people 
have never even heard the term 
“transgender.” 

But he refuses to back down on 
the need for transgender inclu¬ 
sion. 

“What the national party needs 
to understand is how much we’ve 
been able to accomplish on the 
local and state level in California 
specifically because we were will¬ 
ing to push on these issues,” said 
Haaland. 

But he added that despite the 
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Some HIV patients 
treated during early 
infection test negative 


by John Iversen 


esearchers at the University 
of California, San Francisco 
have found that some HIV 
patients treated with antiretrovi¬ 
ral therapy early after infection do 
test negative, at some point, for 
the virus. Study findings showed 
this result in six of 87 patients. 

The research was presented at 
last week’s XV International AIDS 
Conference in Bangkok, Thailand. 

“First, these patients are not 
cured. When these patients went 
off therapy, HIV virus levels re¬ 
bounded. These results do show 
that with effective early treatment 
that reduces the virus to very low 
levels, the immune system may 
have less antibody response to 
HIV,” said the study’s lead author, 
Dr. C. Bradley Hare, assistant clin¬ 


ical professor of medicine at 
UCSF’s Positive Health Program 
at San Francisco General Hospital. 

An East Bay patient, who 
began treatment within six 
months of infection, did not test 
positive again for two years. Ac¬ 
cording to Hare, “His doctor mis¬ 
takenly told the patient he was 
cured. Three weeks after stopping 
treatment the negative patient’s 
viral load spiked to 75,000. Thus 
structured treatment interrup¬ 
tions may not be recommended 
for those testing negative after 
early intervention.” 

The 87 patients who qualified 
for the study must have started 
antiretroviral therapy within 28 
days of entry into the study. They 
also must have achieved and 
maintained for at least 24 weeks a 
level of virus in their blood below 
the level of detectability using very 


sensitive viral load testing. At 
some point during their follow¬ 
up, six patients tested negative for 
the HIV virus using standard HIV 
antibody tests. 

According to AIDS conference 
co-presenter, Brandee Pappalardo, 
the results also have implications 
for blood supplies, especially in 
poor countries where blood donors 
are paid. “Benevolent donors could 
also unknowingly give infected 
blood. Educational awareness must. 
be done with both patients and 
providers since despite testing neg¬ 
ative, transmission is still possible,” 
said Pappalardo, an associate scien¬ 
tist at San Francisco’s Blood Sys¬ 
tems Research Institute. 

Another presented study, high¬ 
lighting Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention research done 
at six sites including San Francis¬ 
co’s Department of Public Health 
and Glide Memorial Clinic, 


DADT 

◄ page 1 

who served shortly after “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” went into effect as 
the afternoon’s keynote speaker 
was not lost on some who attend¬ 
ed the reception, though it did not 
dampen support for Kerry. 

“A president doesn’t have the 
autonomy [on DADT] given that 
DADT was codified by Congress,” 
said Jody Hoenninger, who is ac¬ 
tive in the Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network. “However, Bill 
Perry’s presence at an event for the 
LGBT community reaffirms 
Kerry’s commitment to overturn 
DADT. 

“Kerry opposed DADT and 
Perry confirmed for me in a pri¬ 
vate conversation that DADT 
should be overturned,” she added. 

Perry told the B.A.R. that he 
was serving as a deputy defense 
secretary under the late former 
Defense Secretary Les Aspin when 
DADT went into effect. 

Gay issues were muted Sunday, 
with the speakers devoting most 
of their comments to the war in 
Iraq and defeating President Bush, 
even as the Democratic National 
Committee on Monday an¬ 
nounced the upcoming nominat¬ 
ing convention in Boston would 
be the “most gay-inclusive” ever, 
with 236 LGBT delegates expect¬ 
ed to attend. 

Perry, who served as Clinton’s 
second defense secretary from 
1994-1997, told the audience he 
was “deeply concerned” with the 
direction Bush is taking the coun¬ 
try. 

“No where is this more evident 
than Iraq. He said there was an 
imminent threat. He ignored the 
advise of military leaders,” Perry 
added. “I’m doing everything I 
can to make John Kerry that 
leader. He’ll talk straight to the 
American people and as president, 
John Kerry will give us security 
without swagger.” 

He did not discuss DADT dur¬ 
ing his speech. 

Congresswoman Barbara Lee 
(D-Oakland) also spoke at the 
event, and was critical of the right 
wing. 

“The right wing in this coun¬ 
try is on a roll,” she said. “It’s going 
to be the LGBT community that 


demonstrated that early HIV se¬ 
roconversion can be detected oral¬ 
ly with the Ora Quick test. 

“In the U.S., all positive Ora 
Quick tests must be confirmed by 
standard blood tests. Follow-up 
testing of persons with discordant 
test results is essential to deter¬ 
mine if the discordance represents 
early infection,” said the CDC in a 
statement. ▼ 


Congresswoman Barbara Lee 


makes Dr. King’s dream real. It’s 
going to be the African American 
community, it’s going to be the 
Latino community, it’s going to be 
the progressive community. It’s 
going to be all of us. We’re going 
to ensure that this is going to be 
the end of the Bush administra¬ 
tion.” 

Lee, as the whip of the Con¬ 
gressional Black Caucus, assured 
the crowd that she would get “all 
39 members” of the CBC to vote 
the “correct way” on any legisla¬ 
tion in the House that would seek 
to ban same-sex marriage. 

“I’m proud that John Kerry is 
with us,” she continued. “He’s 
going to continue to fight for 
human rights and civil rights for 
all.” 

Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco), an early Kerry 
supporter, spoke energetically of 
Kerry’s candidacy and was critical 
of the president. 

“George Bush clearly can’t run 
on his record. He fumbled the war 
on terrorism. In January 2003 I 
heard Kerry speak and I had a 
clear certainty he could defeat 
George Bush.” 

David Mixner, an out gay 
politico who was active in the 
Clinton campaign in the early 
1990s, was to be the featured 
speaker, however, he could not at¬ 
tend the event. ▼ 
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Homeless youth 

◄ page 1 

as easy when you don’t have a 
room you can close and lock the 
door,” she said. “I’ve had good 
times. I’ve had bad times.” 

Two weeks before entering the 
project, Lasek had left the shelter 
system to also sleep in Golden 
Gate Park. 

“I was sick of being attacked by 
the children of one of the wjjmen 
on the floor. I couldn’t take it any¬ 
more. I was afraid,” she said. “So 
yeah, my depression would be a 


lot worse if I wasn’t in here. 

She is trying to remain clean of 
drugs, but admits she has used 
speed since moving into the hotel. 

“I went a month sober but had 
a relapse just recently,” she said. “I 
didn’t touch speed or even go 
back to smoking pot until I was 
here on the streets for two years. I 
started speed last year on Hal¬ 
loween. I am trying to quit.” 

Apart from the hardships of a 
life on the streets, Lasek said living 
as a woman has also brought new 
difficulties to face. 

“Life is a lot harder since I 
started being myself. But I would- 
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n’t change who I am. I have final¬ 
ly accepted who I am. I wouldn’t 
want to be anyone else,” she said. 
“Sure there are things I want to 
change about myself, but that is 
different.” 

In a year’s time, Lasek would 
like to be in school and paying for 
her room on her own. She is at¬ 
tempting to enter City College this 
fall but admits it is likely she will 
miss the July deadline to enroll. 

“I have a bad habit of sabotag¬ 
ing myself on a lot of stuff,” she 
said. 

A new life 

At 2:52 p.m. on the Fourth of 
July, Jessica Lee Washburn gave 
birth to a baby boy she named 
Cameron. After leaving the hospi¬ 
tal, she was able to bring her son 
home, to the Perramont. 

The father of her child, who is 
in his 40s and lives at a homeless 
encampment in India Basin, has 
yet to meet Cameron. Washburn 
is afraid the basin is too polluted 
and not healthy for her baby. 

“He wants to know Cameron 
and I want him to have that op¬ 
portunity,” she said. “But there is 
a lot of pollution there so I can’t 
afford to get him out there and get 
him sick.” 

Washburn, 21, left Boston 
three years ago to move to San 
Francisco. When she arrived in the 
city, Washburn jumped between 
India Basin and Dolores Park, 
sleeping in front of Mission High 
School or in the park. 

“It’s pretty safe. I always 
camped in a group so I never had 
anything happen to me,” she said. 
“I never stayed alone. I was afraid 
to stay alone.” 

She had tried speed while liv¬ 
ing in Arizona for a time, but 
when she arrived in San Francis¬ 
co, Washburn began to shoot it up 
with a needle between one and 
five times a day. Last fall, she did a 
big hit with friends who were up 
for days. Yet she felt no effect from 
the drug and decided it was time 
to stop. 

“I look back on it and my head 
is so much clearer now. I was 
going crazy and could have 
slipped into a speed psychosis. I 
was going downhill fast,” she said. 

Soon after she learned she was 
pregnant, she made her way to the 
Larkin Street Youth Shelter, where 
she enrolled in an internship pro¬ 
gram to become an HIV preven¬ 
tion outreach worker and worked 
on getting her GED. 

“Larkin Street helped me im¬ 
prove my life,” she said. “If you 
take advantage of the things they 
offer you, you can change your life 
around.” 

In April she received her GED 
but had to drop out of an intern¬ 
ship. 

Her pregnancy and moving 
into more stable housing has 
brought her closer to her mom, 


whom she hadn’t spoken to since 
she left home. 

“I didn’t want to talk to her 
when I was doing drugs. It would 
have put a spike through our rela¬ 
tionship,” she said. “We talk every¬ 
day now. She is one of the people 
I can call when he [Cameron] is 
screaming at 2 a.m.” 

She met James Morales, 22, 
eight months ago at the Wednes¬ 
day night suppers for homeless 
youth hosted by Most Holy Re¬ 
deemer, the Catholic Church in 
the Castro. 

“It was the day before Thanks¬ 
giving,” recalled Washburn, who 
said she immediately knew James 
was the one. 

The two are engaged to be 
married, perhaps in three years, 
and Morales, who was married 
before, intends to adopt Cameron. 

Morales stayed at nightly shel¬ 
ters during his time on the streets 
in San Francisco. Originally from 
Brooklyn, New York, he came out 
West with friends after his parents 
kicked him out of their house. 

“Things between my parents 
and I didn’t go well. I screwed up,” 
he said. 

After time on the streets of 
New York, Morales hopped on a 
Greyhound bus and arrived here 
two and a half years ago. He 
bounced around the shelter sys¬ 
tem, spent some time in Las Vegas, 
and returned to New York with a 
woman he met here, but then 
came back to San Francisco. 

Since leaving New York, where 
he said he did a lot of cocaine, 
Morales has been clean from 
drugs. 

“I have been clean the whole 
time out here. Since I have been 
out here it has been easier. There is 
no coke out here,” he said. 

He is working on completing 
his GED and last week began 
working on the remodel of the 
EVRC. The part-time job pays $22 
an hour and will help him pay for 
his rent and items for the baby. 
Next January he hopes to enroll in 
a digital audio internship through 
Larkin Street Youth Services. 
Eventually he would like to find a 
career that combines music and 
computers. 

“Those are my favorite things,” 
he said. 

The couple said they like the 
freedom the Castro project gives 
them and feeling they are in con¬ 
trol of their lives now. 

“It feels good to be on our own 
but have the support of people be¬ 
hind us. They are encouraging us 
to be independent and be where a 
normal person would be at this 
stage in life,” said Washburn. “I al¬ 
ways dreamed at this stage of life I 
would not be having a kid but that 
I would be in college working to¬ 
ward where I wanted to be.” 

After taking a year off to raise 
Cameron, Washburn said she 
wants to resume pursuing a ca¬ 


reer. She may pick up where she 
left off and complete her training 
to be an HIV prevention worker 
or go into the nonprofit sector. 

“I don’t want to just have a job. 
I want a career. I want to be some¬ 
where and have a name for my¬ 
self,” she said. 

The couple is hopeful they can 
move into their own apartment 
this fall and have a lead on a place 
in Daly City. 

Washburn said, “We are trying 
to move up from here and trying 
to get a bigger place so that when 
Cameron starts walking he does¬ 
n’t hit the wall.” 

Writing again 

Munro is in the process of en¬ 
rolling for classes at City College 
this fall and is waiting to hear if he 
will qualify for financial aid. Since 
moving into the hotel, Munro is 
no longer on general assistance. 
He landed himself a job as a bus- 
boy at Blondie’s Pizza on Powell 
Street and now pays his monthly 
$250 rent on his own,. 

He also just celebrated one 
month of being clean and not 
using speed. Friends on the street 
introduced him to the drug. 

“They said this will keep you 
from being hungry when you 
don’t have food for three days in a 
row,” explained Munro, who said 
he would only spend $20 out of 
his $160 GA allotment on speed. 

Most of his money went to 
buying Game Boy games. He re¬ 
cently bought himself a PlaySta¬ 
tion and spends most of his 
money on games. 

“It is like an addiction but it is 
not illegal,” he said. 

He is writing again, this time 
penning stories about his experi¬ 
ences on the street. He hopes to 
legally change his name to Eryk 
Washburn, partly to use as his pen 
name but also as a way to break 
free from his past. 

Munro is the last name of his 
stepfather, whom he legally di¬ 
vorced at age 14 after being mo¬ 
lested. He then entered the foster 
care system, and at 18, he was re¬ 
quired to make it on his own. 

“That is why I was on the 
streets. I couldn’t go back to live 
with my mother,” he said. 

He ended up in Vermont 
where he had a job but lived in a 
tent in the woods. Only recently 
did he finally discard his old sleep¬ 
ing bag he had brought with him 
across country. With a place to 
stay, he reasoned there was no 
need to keep it. 

“I am confident it won’t hap¬ 
pen unless this country starts up a 
draft again. I will go on the streets 
to avoid it,” he said. “People say, 
‘You are crazy.’ But I can see it 
happening.” ▼ 


Next week: Community support 
for the project. 
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Rick Thomas, a 
founder of Castro 
Street Fair, dies 


by Cynthia Laird 


ick “Slick” Thomas, one of 
|' the original founders of the 
Castro Street Fair, died 
Tuesday, July 6 at St. Luke’s Hos¬ 
pital of pneumonia. He was 55. 

Mr. Thomas 
started the Cas¬ 
tro Street Fair 31 
years ago with 
the late Harvey 
Milk and the late 
Scott Smith. 

Milk had put a 
notice about the 
fair in his camera 
store window and Mr. Thomas 
came by and asked Milk if he 
could bring some of the street per¬ 
formers he played with from Fish¬ 
erman’s Wharf. The rest, as they 
say, is history, said Steve Gaynes, 
president of the fair board. 

Gaynes told the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter that Mr. Thomas would be 


greatly missed. 

“He worked on the fair every 
year for 31 years,” Gaynes said. 
“It’s real sad to see him go.” 

Gaynes noted that to the best 
of his knowledge, Mr. Thomas was 
not gay, but, nonetheless, he was 
part of the gay community. 

Mr. Thomas worked with Milk 
and Smith on the fair until Milk’s 
death in 1978, and then kept the 
fair going with help from his 
friends. He served on the board the 
whole time, including a stint as 
president. In recent years he had 
served as the booth chairman and 
was active in planning for this year’s 
fair, which is scheduled for October 
3. The fall event is one of the most 
popular street fairs in the city. 

Mr. Thomas was also an ac¬ 
complished street performer, mu¬ 
sician, taxicab driver, and dis¬ 
patcher. He loved to play fast pitch 
softball. 

Mr. Thomas died with family 
and friends at his side, including 



Poet and disabled activist 
Chris Hewitt dies 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


ay poet, disabled activist, 
, | and Castro denizen Chris 
. Hewitt died Tuesday, July 13 
at San Francisco General Hospital 
due to complications from pneu¬ 
monia. He was 58. 

The British-born Hewitt was a 
familiar sight in 
the Castro and 
South of Market 
neighborhoods, 
where he would 
whiz down the 
streets in his mo¬ 
torized 150- 
pound wheel¬ 
chair, the Union 
Jack attached to the helm. Mr., 
Hewitt contracted brittle bone 
disease before the age of. 3 and 
spent the rest of his life confined 
to a wheelchair. 

His disability fueled his poetry 
and writings, and Mr. Hewitt used 
the written word to bring atten¬ 
tion to the discrimination and 
cruelty that disabled people face. 


He contributed to Bent: A Journal 
of Crip Gay Voices and had count¬ 
less poems published in various 
publications and poetry collec¬ 
tions. His work appeared in the 
New Yorker, the Advocate, and 
American Poetry Review. 

He appeared in the 2001 docu¬ 
mentary Crip Shots by local film¬ 
maker John Killacky and took part 
in the San Francisco Performances 
series. The book Queer Crips: Dis¬ 
abled Gay Men and Their Stories, 
(Harrington Park Press) edited by 
Killacky and Bob Guter, includes 
Hewitt’s essay “Sticks and Stones.” 

Bay Area Reporter reviewer Jim 
Nawrocki wrote that Mr. Hewitt 
“describes several remarkable in¬ 
stances of insensitivity and igno¬ 
rance that he has faced. These 
range from the taunts of teenagers 
to the rude comment, offered by a 
‘dignified-looking elderly man’ 
who said, ‘Well, you certainly got 
the short end of the stick, didn’t 
you?’ Hewitt describes these en¬ 
counters not with self-pity, but 
with humor, strength, dignity, and 
page 23 ► 



Our Philosophy is simple. 

• To accommodate your wishes, your budget, and your 
attitudes about death, dying and parting rituals. 

• To provide an environment where you make choices 
based on your own personal values. 

• To do things your way , not someone else s way. 


Neptune Society 



OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
1 Loraine Court • San Francisco *94118 • FD-1306 

j 24 Hours (415) 771-0717 1 

diplfied cremation services. Call for our our free brochure. 
Or look us up at www.neptune-society.com 


□ Please send me a free Heptane brochure. 


Address_ 

City_Stale_Zip 


William Scott Oliver 

March 4,1962 —July 12, 2004 


My name is 
Tom Hogendijk. 
On Monday, July 
12th, Scott, my 
partner of only 
eight months, died 
from an overdose 
he took the 
Wednesday before. 
The note said he 
loved me and that I 
was not to be mad at him. I am not 
mad. I am (and, I’m sure those who 
loved Scott are) greatly saddened and 
relieved, as he struggled long and hard 
with a tortuous methamphetamine ad¬ 
diction. 

Scott was 42. 

He was a magnificent gymnast and 
athlete. Spoke Russian fluently and was 
on track to earn his Masters degree from 
the Monterey Institute of International 
Studies. Of this he (and I) were very 
proud. 

I miss Scott’s warmth, kindness, gra¬ 
ciousness, sweetness. I miss his strength. 


Francis “Darryl” Riggin II 

Darryl (A.K.A. 
Dee Dee, Iyesha, 
and Witch depend¬ 
ing on his mood du 
jour) died suddenly 
June 9, 2004, of 
heart failure in 
Palm Springs, Cali¬ 
fornia. Never dull, 
often outspoken, 
and sometimes ex¬ 
asperating, he was always the life of 
every party. Darryl, 51, was a retired 
flight attendant with United Airlines. He 
traveled extensively and consistently 
changed the cities of his residence al¬ 
most bi-yearly. Darryl had many loves 
which included his two Daschunds, ex¬ 
pensive jewelry, Liz Taylor, witty conver¬ 
sation, and always a good laugh. His 
kind heart and devilish manner will be 
sorely missed by his many friends and 
admirers. Darryl is survived by his two 
sisters, Stephanie Acree of San Rafael 
and Kathleen Pappo of Rancho Palos 
Verdes. No services are planned, but 
contributions in his memory can be 




made to the Desert AIDS Project in 
Palm Springs. 
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Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
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the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste.lf you're sub¬ 
mitting a photo of the deceased, 
write their name on the back. If 
you include a SASE for the 
photo's return, write the person's 
name on the inside of the enve¬ 
lope flap. All obituaries must in¬ 
clude a contact name and phone 
number. They must be submitted 
within a year of the death.Dead¬ 
line for obituaries is Monday at 5 
p.m., with the exception of special 
display ad obituaries, which must 
be submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 


Scott was able to overcome tremendous 
obstacles. I admire him and respect him 
for that. And no matter how urban Scott 
would have liked people to believe he 
was, to the end, Scott remained, to me 
and many he touched, that wide-eyed 
country boy from North Carolina. 

I will always love him. I will never 
forget him. 

We will be remembering Scott on 
Saturday, July 31st at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Strybing Arboretum & Botanical Gar¬ 
dens in Golden Gate Park. 


his brother Michael, sister-in-law 
Cindy, and close friends Pablo 
Heising and Jake Hesse. He is also 
survived by his nephew Jason, 
niece Kari, and grandnephews An¬ 
drew, Alex, Aden, and Preston. 

A memorial service is sched¬ 
uled for Saturday, July 24. People 
should call (415) 841-1824 for 
more information. Mr. Thomas’s 
friends are sure that he would ap¬ 
preciate donations to a favorite 
humanitarian society, Gaynes 
said. ▼ 


Tu Ciusmi Inn is fiwi 
Cum * Git * IT 

Street Address: 

6oi Dolores Street Ogm St. G Dolores) 

PHONE: 4 i 5 . 97 O. 8 i 49 

www.freedomincfirist-sf.org 

Sunday Worship Service 6pm 


Respecting Your Decisions and Making Them Affordable 

Hogan, Sullivan & Bianco 

Chapel of the Sunset FD 714 

Since 1914 

Rob Strickland, FDR, Manager 

(415) 664-2413 / 24 Hours 

Direct Cremation From $695 

Complete Funeral and Cremation Services/Worldwide Shipping 




Call 1 - 877 -DR KAISER or visit us at KAISERPAX.COM 


Single Strength Packets 

(for body weight under 140 lbs.) 

$69.95/60 packets 

Double Strength Packets 

(for body weight over 140 lbs.) 

$129.95/60 packets SP 


Health Vitamin Center 


“The Antidote 
to Antiviral 
Medication 
Toxicity” 


THE KEY! 


Clinically used to: 

• Boost CD4 counts 

• Raise energy levels 

• Improve liver function 

• Prevent lipodystrophy 


GRADE QUALlTyr 


NEW LOW PRICE: 
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Hairspray 


by Jim Provenzano 

P ity Mike Ditka. 

The former Chicago 
Bears football coach, Pro 
Football Hall of Fame tight end, 
restaurateur, and hairspray 
spokesmodel had to forego a ca¬ 
reer as the GOP’s latest Chauncy 
Gardener. 

With no political experience 
whatsoever, arrogant opin¬ 
ions, and vitriolic homo- 
phobia, he seemed a 
readymade prop to re¬ 
place quitter Jack Ryan, 
who sleazed his way out of 
the Illinois Senate race 
after the scandal was revealed 
about Ryan’s dragging 
his actress ex-wife to 
sex clubs for whatev¬ 
er it is Republicans do 
for kinky thrills. 

“I don’t know how 
I’d react under the scrutiny,” said 
Ditka, in a Chicago Sun Herald 
interview. “I don’t know how I’d 
react on the Senate floor if I got 
into a confrontation with some¬ 
body I didn’t really appreciate or 
maybe didn’t appreciate me.” 

Well, Mike, head-butting is 
usually frowned upon on the 
Senate floor, despite recent ex¬ 
amples of behavior over the gay 
marriage debate. While dodging 
the GOP draft for the Senate slot, 
Ditka did expound about his 
views on the subject of your abil¬ 
ity to wed. 

“What’s the matter with right 
and wrong?” Ditka said in the in¬ 
terview. “Talk about right and 



wrong. It’s either right or wrong. 
There’s no in-between,” Ditka 
said. “And I’m not going to 
change, and you’re not going to 
change me, no matter if some 
judge in the state of Massachu¬ 
setts or the Supreme Court says 
it’s right. It’s not right. Wrong is 
wrong.” 

Yes, who needs “activist 
judges,” except, perhaps around 
election time? 

State Treasurer Judy Baar 
Topinka, the state’s 
Republican chair¬ 
woman, told the 
Sun Herald, “We have 
many other candidates that 
could be star players” to re¬ 
place Ryan, who was run¬ 
ning against Democra¬ 
tic nominee Barack 
Obama. 

Before refusing 
the puppet, er, Senate 
slot, Ditka met with 
Topinka and U.S. Senator George 
Allen of Virginia, a GOP bigwig 
whose father was the Bears offi¬ 
cial who selected Ditka in the 
1961 draft. Nothing like having 
old friends. Ditka also spoke to 
U.S. House Speaker Dennis 
Hastert (R-Illinois). Hastert is a 
former amateur wrestler, beloved 
of the Republicans in that sport, 
and a proponent of overturning 
Title IX rulings. 

Based on yet another com¬ 
pletely fraudulent lie posted by 
alleged homosexual Matt Drudge 
on his GOP-sycophantic Web 
site, the Bushista dittoheads went 
into a shortlived mass hysteria, 
hoping for a Midwestern 



No stylist named Pkrre 

No going to the powder 
room with your friends. 

And never use 
"guriy' hair spray. 
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Bad hair day: Mike Ditka and his anti-"girlie ,/ ad. 


Arnold-like coup. 

But under federal election 
rules, Ditka would have had to 
give up a high-paying contract to 
blab about football on ESPN, a 
prized job, there being such a 
dearth of retired loudmouthed 
former pro football players and 
coaches. Ditka’s freelance jobs 
shilling for a casino and car deal¬ 
ership would have had to go, too. 
So would the likes of his ads sell- 


Want more vibrant health? Less psychological 
discomfort and stress? More success in life and joy 
in relationships? Come learn cutting edge information 
that will help you enjoy your life more fully. 
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Thursdays, August 5/12,19,26 (7-9 PM) 
Facilitated by Walter Pedersen, 
Relationships Counselor. 


ALL GAY LIFE 

PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE. 

REGISTER IN ADVANCE, 

SPACE IS LIMITED 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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415. IBB. LIFE 
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Gay life, promoting gay men'r sexual health and emotional well-being. Gay life is a program of the San Francisco ADS Foundation. S"f Q\ds ~fo UbJcjafiort 


ing macho hairspray, not for 
“girly men.” 

You don’t use Consort, the 
hairspray “made only for men” 
whose ads demand that one 
never use “girly” hair spray? 
Ditka posed in the ads, no doubt 
targeted to the macho comb-over 
set, extolling the virtues of the 
product that is “never stiff. Never 
sticky.” 

Oh, that’s no fun. Maybe with 
a little help from erectile dys¬ 
function drug Levitra, which 
Ditka has also promoted, not 
only his hair might get a rise. 

I didn’t know aerosol chemi¬ 
cals had a gender. But thanks for 
pointing that out, Mike. 

It’s too bad for the GOP. Ditka 
is a perfect Republican role 
model. Yak about sports, gamble, 
sell a used car, then bash gays 
without crinkling your coif. 

Spiked heels 

Some men know how to use 
hairspray - and wigs, hose, heels, 
and cleat couture - and still be 
butch on the playing fields. 

Last Saturday’s Miss Spikes 
Universe pageant proved that, 
unlike some retirees in the ath¬ 
letic realm, soccer players can 
jump genders just fine, thank 
you very much. 

The fundraiser drag show, 
which included many raffle 
prizes from local businesses, will 


help the Spikes as they host the 
International Gay & Lesbian 
Football Association’s World 
Championships August 1-7. 
Golden Gate Park’s Polo Fields 
will be filled with hundreds of 
soccer players from the U.S., 
Canada, and Japan, vying for the 
cup. 

Over 100 audience members 
laughed and lavished praise at 
the LGBT Community Center 
last Saturday evening. Yours truly 
(having just flown in from a 
glamorous trip abroad - actually, 
Ohio) was honored to be one of 
several illustrious judges at this 
festive affair. 

While picking a political pup¬ 
pet may be as easy as a greased 
palm for the GOP, deciding 
among 10 glamorous contestants 
who are also members of San 
Francisco’s more accomplished 
sports teams proved a test of ob¬ 
jectivity under pressure. So many 
to choose from! 

Miss San Francisco’s talent for 
providing accurate Muni direc¬ 
tions from any two city corners 
proved locally relevant, as did 
her claim to owning a Gavin 
Newsom action figure. Miss 
Italy’s fashion charmed, but her 
poetry perplexed. Miss Greece 
proved a gorgeous beauty in 
blue, but like the 2004 Olympics, 
she’s not quite ready for compe¬ 
tition. First runner-up Miss 
Canada proved gay marriage- 
friendly (in a wedding dress, no 
less!), and Montreal sleazy (in a 
little black mini). 

In the end, Miss Holland, 
Finga Inda Dyke, now reigns as 
the current Miss Spikes Universe: 
Her combination faux-figure 
skating, juggling, and puppetry 
talent offering was compliment¬ 
ed by her praising the benefits of 
worshipping the Gouda, and 
achieving enlightenment 

through cheese. 

Kudos to the statuesque co- 
MC Shandi Burbwood (a.k.a. 
Bob Hartnagel) for leading the 
festivities, which included videos 
of the pageant’s humble begin¬ 
nings in various hotel rooms at 
previous IGLFA soccer champi¬ 
onships. 

To find out all about who 
these drag queens really are, to 
volunteer, or attend the IGLFA’s 
championship, visit: http://www. 
sf2004.org/ or www.sfspikes. 
com. T 


For recent columns, visit 
www.sportscomplex.org. 
Formal drag not required. 


Permanent Cosmetics Tor Men 

Specializing in: 

Lash Enhancement 
Nipple Definition jj 

Marie Andrew • M'y 
Certified Permanent Cosmetician 


W 


It's All About You 

4051 18th Street between Castro & Noe, SF • 415.621.2965 
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San Francisco. Randy can make your ; 
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JV 4 

“■ www. RandySowdor. com 

415 . 696 . 0552 x 109 

4040 SUeet 

Sap Ftmmo. CA 94114 


















































22 July 2004 BAY AREA REPORTER 23 




Fed inaction on 
N-9 condoms 


by Ed Walsh 


5 espite pressure from activists 
I 1 to remove the spermicide 
nonoxynol-9 from con¬ 
doms, the Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration is opting to do nothing 
about the product that critics 
charge increases the risk for HIV 
transmission while providing its 
users with no additional contra¬ 
ceptive benefit. 

Last month, the FDA provided 
answers to questions on N-9 con¬ 
doms posed earlier this year by the 
U.S. House Subcommittee on 
Criminal Justice, Drug Policy and 
Human Resources. Also, the FDA 
announced that it will allow vagi¬ 
nal contraceptive products con¬ 
taining N-9 to remain on the mar¬ 
ket but will require new labeling 
that informs users that N-9 does 
not protect against HIV and other 
STDs “and that frequent use by 
women at risk for HIV may in¬ 
crease their risk of getting HIV.” 

The FDA declined to require 
such labeling on N-9 condoms, 
and instead repeated what it has 
been saying for over two years, that 
it was “currently reviewing label¬ 
ing of condoms with N-9 to make 
sure that information regarding 
appropriate use of this product is 
properly presented to the con¬ 
sumer in light of new information 
about the potential risks of N-9.” 

Roland Foster, a staff member 
on the Subcommittee on Criminal 
Justice, Drug Policy and Human 
Resources, was sharply critical of 
the FDA’s inaction on N-9 con¬ 
doms. He noted that as late as last 
August, the agency suggested on its 
Web site that N-9 lubricants pro¬ 
vide an additional contraceptive 
benefit in case of condom breakage. 

In its exhaustive report on 
nonoxynol-9, the World Health 
Organization concluded that N-9 
condoms provide no additional 
contraceptive benefit, and “should 
not be promoted.” 

N-9 has been shown to in¬ 
crease the risk of HIV transmis¬ 


sion because it strips away the 
protective epithelial cells in the 
anus and vagina. 

Foster told the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter in an e-mail: “In light of the 
available science on N-9, its wide¬ 
spread use in the gay community, 
and the FDA’s own misplaced rec¬ 
ommendation, the FDA has a re¬ 
sponsibility to require warning la¬ 
bels on these products and to pro¬ 
tect the public against the risk of 
inappropriate N-9 use. N-9 prod¬ 
ucts should be pulled from the 
shelves and be available only to 
heterosexual couples with a doc¬ 
tor’s prescription. This is a no- 
brainer for HIV prevention.” 

Foster continued, “The sub¬ 
committee will weigh other op¬ 
tions to convince the FDA to take 
actions to protect the public 
against inappropriate N-9 use. 
Product manufacturers, federally 
funded clinics and organizations, 
and the CDC also have some re¬ 
sponsibility to fix this dilemma 
before anyone else mistakenly 
places themselves at increased 
HIV risk believing they are actu¬ 
ally protecting themselves.” 

In its official response to the 
subcommittee’s questions about 
the safety and efficacy of N-9 con¬ 
doms, the FDA wrote that “a sig¬ 
nificant portion of the market for 
condoms with N-9 consists of het¬ 
erosexual couples at low HIV risk 
who use this product for contra¬ 
ceptive protection. We believe that 
this is a reasonably safe use of a 
condom with N-9, and the data 
does not support removal of this 
product from the market for these 
low risk populations.” 

The agency noted that it has not 
been shown that N-9, when added 
to condom lubricants, increases the 
risk of HIV transmission because 
“condoms themselves are an effec¬ 
tive barrier to transmission of HIV, 
and that N-9 does not compromise 
these barrier properties.” 

The FDA did not address the 
issue of the additional risk users 
face when an N-9-laced condom 
breaks. ▼ 


Chris Hewitt 

A page 21 

personality.” 

A recovered alcoholic, Mr. 
Hewitt befriended and supported 
numerous people he met through 
Alcoholics Anonymous. He also 
volunteered with New Leaf: Ser¬ 
vices for Our Community. 

“He was especially loved in the 
gay community and reached out 
and sponsored probably dozens of 
men and women in various recov¬ 
ery programs,” said Madison 
Kane, a friend of Mr. Hewitt’s 
whom she met through Alanon. 
“He was always the first one to 
stretch out his hand. He would re¬ 
move it from his wheelchair and 
say‘If you need a sponsor, call me. 
I am there for you.’” 

Despite his brittle bones and 
suffering three strokes, Kane said 
Mr. Hewitt never lost his resolve 
to live. His humor, she said, was 
infectious. 

“He had a very witty, dry sense 
of humor. He was very assertive, 
there was not a shy bone in his 
brittle-boned body,” she said. 

Though he lived in the South 
of Market, Hewitt would drive 
himself up to the Castro most 
days to work on his writing. He 
was a regular presence at Peet’s 
Coffee on Market Street and at the 


Dolores Park Cafe, where he 
would write. 

“He just wanted to be in the 
gay community,” said Kane. 

Hewitt received a master’s de¬ 
gree in English at the University of 
California, Davis in 1976 and a 
master’s of fine arts in creative 
writing from the Iowa Writer’s 
Workshop at Iowa University in 
1981. He taught writing at numer¬ 
ous institutions, including the Uni¬ 
versity of San Francisco, Fordham 
University, and Pace University. 

He also served as an associate 
editor of Art and Understanding, a 
journal of art and literature about 
AIDS. In 1984 he won first place 
in the Kaleidoscope International 
Poetry Competition. 

In one poem, titled Reincarna¬ 
tion, Mr. Hewitt said in his next 
life he would like to be a mighty 
poplar tree. It was not the tree’s 
height that impressed him, but its 
leaves “whose mass comprises a 
swaying, / scintillating spire. 

“Then I could grow up / trust¬ 
ing that my limbs, flexed / under 
stress, would not break, / as my 
fragile bones do now.” 

Mr. Hewitt is survived by his 
mother, Joan. Friends are hosting 
a memorial service on Saturday, 
July 31 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
Ceremonial Room of the LGBT 
Community Center, 1800 Market 
Street. ▼ 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

t 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

Consultant n Property and Business Improvement Districts Western Addition, 

San Francisco, California 

The San Francisco Redevelopment Agency is seeking Statements of Qualifications from experi¬ 
enced consultants knowledgeable in the formation of property and business improvement dis¬ 
tricts. The Agency is interested in establishing one or more property and business improvement 
districts in the Western Addition Redevelopment Project Area A-2. Details follow: 
Pre-submittal meeting for prospective consultants: 10:00 a.m., July 21, 2004, at the Fillmore Jazz 
District Promotions Office located at 1286 Fillmore Street in San Francisco. 

Statements of Qualifications due: August 3, 2004. 

For a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) contact: 

Denise Blades, Development Specialist, at (415) 749-2438 or 

Denise.Blades@sfgov.org 

San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 

770 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102 

The RFQ is also available on the Agency’s web site at www.sfgov.org/sfra. 

SAN FRANCISCO DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER ASSURANCE 
Consumer Tip! With the high cost of fuel these days n make sure you get what you pay for! Al¬ 
ways make sure you are paying the advertised price per gallon for fuel. Contact the San Fran¬ 
cisco Department of Consumer Assurance if you have a complaint relating to weight, count or 
measure. The round county seal on the gas pump ensures the pump was tested and the De¬ 
partment of Consumer Assurance phone number is on the seal for your protection. Be a smart 
consumer! 

Consumer Tip! Be aware of parking meters in San Francisco that do not give the correct amount 
of time for your money. If you receive a parking meter ticket in San Francisco and you believe 
the parking meter is inaccurate, contact the Department of Consumer Assurance and one of our 
inspectors will test the meter for accuracy. If the meter is found to be inaccurate, the Department 
can help you challenge the ticket. Provide the meter number and location of the meter when call¬ 
ing or using the online complaint form. 

The Dept, of Consumer Assurance protects San Franciscols citizens by researching consumer 
complaints regarding the sale of goods and services sold by weight, count or measure. Consumer 
protection includes testing scales, price scanners and packaged commodities in retail stores, test¬ 
ing taxicab meters for accuracy, testing gasoline pumps and many other devices. Inspectors reg¬ 
ulate quality standards for produce, plants and flowers and complete pest inspections to protect 
Californiafs billion dollar agriculture crops from diseases. The department proteas consumers 
and businesses from dishonest praaices that include fraud, deceptive practices or negligence. 
The Department also handles insea identification, bee inquiries and provides information about 
the Alemany Farmersf Market and Alemany Antique & Collectibles Market. 

Contaa the department to report possible fraud relating to weight, count or measure, deceptive 
packaging or advertising, retail store scanner pricing errors, inaccurate meters, short weight on 
products, substandard produce or illegal tobacco advertising. A consumer complaint form is 
available on our website at www.sfgov.org/casf ot contact us directly with complaints. Help us 
promote equity in the marketplace in San Francisco! 

For more information: San Francisco Department of Consumer Assurance, 

501 Cesar Chavez, Suite 109A, San Francisco, CA 94124 

(415)824-6100; fax(415)285-8776;TTY:415-285-12l4Toll Free: (888) 966-SURE (7873) 
www.sfgov.org/casf 



STATEMENT FILE A-0277181-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Innerprecision 864 26th Avenue, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94121. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed David 
Groode. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 05- 
26-04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
06-28-04. 

JULY 1,8, 15,22 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277244-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: E & M Cafe 380 Golden Gate Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Kwan Tsoi. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 07-01-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-30-04. 
JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME. FILE NO: A-0270799-00 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known 
as: E & M Cafe 

Located at: 380 Golden Gate Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business was 
conducted by an individual signed James 
Yu-Chia Na. The fictitious name referred to 
above was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on: 10-20-03. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277257-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lombard Heights Nail Salon 3288 
Steiner St. San Francisco, Ca. 94123. This 
business is conducted by a general partner¬ 
ship, signed Trn Thi Thu Thuy. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 06-30-04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 06-30-04. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 



STATEMENT FILE A-0276515-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Vinicios Maraes' Cleaning 2038 McAl¬ 
lister St. #5 San Francisco, Ca. 94118. 
This business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Vinicios M. Maraes. The 
registrants) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 06-04-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-04-04. 
JULY 1, 8, 15, 22 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277094-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Nonprofit Management Advisors 55 
Norfolk St. #202 San Francisco, Ca. 
94103. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual, signed John Osborn. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 01-1-04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 06-25-04. 

JULY 1, 8, 15, 22 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277025-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Breaking Orbit 338 Divisidero St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Martha A. 
Young. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 06- 
01-04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
06-23-04. 

JULY 1, 8, 15, 22 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277062-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Corsi Partners, Inc. 480 Pacific Ave. 

San Francisco, Ca. 94133. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Marc 
Corsi. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 06-24-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-24-04. 

JULY 1, 8,15, 22 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277136-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Bibliohead Bookstore 334 Gough St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Melissa 
Richmond. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on n/a. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-25-04. 
JULY 1, 8, 15, 22 2004 


Architecture and Engineering Services 
Classroom/Lab Complex for Theater, 
Music, Film/Media Arts Programs 
AND Performing Arts Center 
Request for Qualifications 

The San Francisco Community College Dis¬ 
trict (District) announces a Request for Qualifi¬ 
cations (RFQ) to provide full service architecture 
and engineering services for the Classroom/Lab 
Complex for Theater, Music, Film/Media Arts 
Program and the Performing Arts Center (Per¬ 
forming Arts Complex-Center) located on the 
Ocean Avenue Campus. Respondents shall sub¬ 
mit their qualification documents as specified in 
the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) package to 
the Office of Facilities Planning Sc Construction 
prior to 5:00 pm Monday, September 20, 2004. 

The RFQ package will be available after 
Thursday, June 24, 2004 at no cost on the Dis- 
trictls website: www.ccsf.edu/build and may be 
requested via fax at a cost of $25.00 or in per¬ 
son at a cost of $20.00 from: 

Ms. Marian Lam 

Office of Facilities Planning Sc Construction 
50 Phelan Avenue, B-601 
San Francisco, California 94112 
f: 415-239-3947 • t: 415-452-5277 

An RFQ Informational Meeting for interested 
firms will be held on Friday, July 16,2004 at 3:00 
p.m. in the Diego Rivera Theatre at the Ocean 
Avenue Campus, 50 Phelan Avenue, San Fran¬ 
cisco. A second RFQ Informational Meeting (re¬ 
peat) will be held August 20, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. 
in the same location. 

Questions concerning this RFQ may be di¬ 
rected to the Districtfs Project Manager: David 
Liggett. Questions or comments must be sub¬ 
mitted in writing via fax (415) 239-3947 or e- 
mail to dliggett@ccsf.edu. 

The policy of the San Francisco Community 
College District is to ensure full and equal busi¬ 
ness opportunities for all Small Local Business 
Enterprises (SLBEs) wishing to do business with 
the district. SLBE firms responding as prime 
consultants will be granted up to 10% incentive 
points throughout the process. It is the distric- 
tls intent to provide equal opportunity for a di¬ 
versity of firms seeking to do business with the 
district. Lead design firms responding to this so¬ 
licitation must compose their team of sub-con¬ 
sultants in a manner that is non-discriminatory. 

Small local, minority and women owned 
businesses.are encouraged to take advantage of 
prime and sub-consultant contract opportuni¬ 
ties made available through the SLBE program. 
The SLBE sub-consultant participation goal for 
this project is thirty-five percent (35%) of the 
total contract dollar value, throughout the life 
of the contract. 07/22/04 

CNS-701934# BAY AREA REPORTER 


City and County of San Francisco 
Department of Human Services 
Request for Qualifications # 286 

Dear Potential Applicant: 

The City and County of San Franciscofs Department 
of Human Services (DHS) seeks an individual to pro¬ 
vide liaison services to clients who perform work assign¬ 
ments as an employability requirement in the Depart¬ 
ments County Adult Assistance Programs (CAAP) 
and/or Food Stamp Program. 

CAAP includes the Personal Assisted Employment Ser¬ 
vices (PAES), Supplemental Security Income Pending 
(SS1P), General Assistance (GA) and Cash Assistance 
Linked to Mcdi-cal (CALM) programs. The liaison will 
investigate, respond to, and assist in resolving concerns and 
conflicts between CAAP participants, city agencies and 
community based organizations where work is performed 
as a community service in exchange for public assistance. 
An RFQ packet may be picked up at SFDHS, Office 
of Contract Management, 1650 Mission Street, Suite 
300, on or after Friday, July 9, 2004. Office hours arc 
from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. RFQ packets will also be 
available on the Internet at 

http://www.sfgov.org/oca/purchasing.htm 
dick iBIDS and Contracts Database!, then the '(Consultants 
and Professional Services! link and look for RFQ#286. 
For further information, call Espcranza* Zapicn at 
(415) 557-5657. Due date for responses is July 27, 
2004 at 3:00 PM. NO EXCEPTIONS 
07/22/04 • CNS- 699479# • BAY AREA REPORTER 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277148-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Ego Products 887 Bush St. # 502 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94108. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Eugene 
Baher. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 06-15- 
04. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06- 
28-04. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277362-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 1207-1209 Guerrero Homeowners 1207 
Guerrero St. San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This 
business is conducted by a Homeowners As¬ 
sociation, signed Robert Anderson. The reg¬ 
istrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 07-02-04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 07-02-04. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 
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REAL ESTATE_ 

PUERTO VALLARTA PENTHOUSE 

This unique space is an artist’s dream! 
Dramatic 2000sf -1 bd/2ba - Large Master Suite 
Reception Room - Terrace w/ views of Bay and city 
Marble Floors, Gourmet Range, Breakfast Bar 
Fully Furnished 

Private-Short walk to Beach and Town 

$225,000 Cash 415-332-3311 



Palm Springs Real Estate 



Robert Ramblas 

■ Residential and Commercial Properties 

■ 1031 Exchanges 

■ Small Hotels and Inns 

■ Covering Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, 
Palm Desert and Cathedral City 


RE/MAX 

7B0.799.2IGG 

1 www.dBSBrt-hamES.nBt 




The GlfupB Co. 

R E R S 


fO/6 ffrancf AA'eio Q)rioe, (ofaremonl < ^G//# 


Open Sunday 2-4:30. Large and dramatic, sophisticated 
contemporary on a sizeable lot, with lovely bay views! 5BR/ 
4.5BA, including two master suites and an in-law aptartment/ 
guest suite. Effortless access between beautiful interior spaces 
and the outdoors. Wonderful private master bedroom with 
dressing room, sitting room, stunning views and impressive 
master bath provides a true retreat. Amenities include a very 
convenient elevator and quality finishes throughout. This 
architectural jewel is spectacular in its integration of simplicity 
and beauty. Offered at $2,190, OOO 



Helene Barkin 
Office: 652.2133/424 
hbarkin@grubbco.com 
GRUBBCO.COM 



SUN GALORE! 

Charming 3 b/r 
home with bonus 
room in a desirable 
location. Garage, 
lots of storage 
space - especially 
with the outbuilding 
in the yard. Garden 
‘til your heart’s con¬ 
tent. Easy access to wonderful neighborhoood beach. 

$345,000 

Don’t forget - www.orudentialsonoma.com. 
check out this week’s hot properties! 








Looking to buy or 
sell in Central 
Contra Costa? 

Call me, 1 can help you 

925.209.3389 

Horn# ofevery size and type in 
Orinda, Lafayette, Walnut Creek, 
Pleasant Hill, Concord, Martinez, 
Alamo, Danville, San Ramon 
and surrounding areas. 
www.PruReahy.cofn/TomSteyer 
TonESteyer@PruRealty.com 


Your East Bay 
Prudential | 
Realtor 


Alan Emery 

REALTOR 

Move to Palm Springs 
the Affordable Gay Paradise 

oil me at (760) 323-8913 

Email: AlanEmeryRealtor#aol.com 
|M% V www.AlanEmerv.com 


RB^IRC 


Former Award Winning SF Agent 

619.347.3939 

For Direct MLS Access: www.JimSellsSD.com 


JIM BE1TZEL 


Commercial Property 

on 1-80 near Auburn, CA 
at Weimar. 

Aprox 5600+ sq ft = $85 per sq ft 
foreclosed upon property. 
Repainted and carpeted to 
sell fast. Upstairs 2 bdrm, 
2 ba, LR, + 2 bonus rooms, kit, 
built-in pool. Downstairs was former restaurant now can be 
up to 20 person office, business or just a large home. 
$485,000 

Coldwell Banker, Shelley Grossenbacher 916-539-6179 


DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 

SERVING 

ALL OF 

SONOMA 

COUNTY 


Prudential 

California Realty 


Take advantage of Doug Bohiing’s 

• 16 years of Wine Country experience 

• expertise which has earned him a spot 
in the top 6% of all producers in the 
national Prudential network 

• specialties: homes, land & resorts 

Call now for a hassle-free consultation 

( 707 ) 829-2011 

doug.bohling@prurealty.com 
_www.SonomaCountyRealtor net_ 


SAN DIEGO 


MAUI MAGIC 

LuckyComeHawaii.com 

808-280-3442 


E30 


PALM 

SPRINGS CA 

32 room hotel near downtown, very private, 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-323-8913. 

Email: 

AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


HOME W/POOL IN BAY AREA 

Enjoy the warm summers in a 
beautiful home for under 500K. 
http://terrymarshall.com/HABAR.html 
or 925.680.1177 


SPECIAL 

OPPORTUNITY 

Affordable BMR Condominiums 
through the Mayor's Office of Hous¬ 
ing 88 Townsend (@2nd St.) 
First-time buyers only. 

Income and Resale Restrictions 
Apply. 

Prospective buyers must register 
at the Sales office by July 26th 

CALL 415-371-8088 

Marketed by Pacific Marketing 


RENTALS 

Brisbane Hills: Modern apartment with * 
million dollar view. 10 min from City 
and SFO. NS, ND, $1200/mo must be neat 
& clean, resp. 415-235-3098. 


4 VIEW LOVERS 

Dream Homes 2 & 3 Bedroom private 
split level. Brand new units for rent 2 
blks to all freeways. Incl appliances. 
Great yard deck, one-car garage 
parking. Call for appointment 
(415) 553-8632. 

http://fl.pg.photos@yahoo.com/ha_ 


$995M 2 BR 
HOUSE 

Walk to SF Ferry and Waterfront 
1880's Italianate Victorian home 
w/hot tub, fireplace, wood floors 
newer kitchen, carpets and off-street 
parking! Great gardens! 

Call Todd - (707) 235-4277 or Troy 
(707) 246-6855 


COZY STUDIO 

For single, pvt ent. 1100 incl util, 
W/D, Elec. Firplace., incl utils. 
415-648-1454. 


Thinking of moving to the Palm 
Springs area? Cathetral City Cove 
home. lBdrm,A/C, garage,fireplace 
$1100/month+Security Dep. 
Thecovei ncc@aol .com 
510-858-6890. 


ROOMMATES 

SHR. 2BR Hse w/Drag Qn. $500 
Huge Yard, Nf. SF State/Muni. 
995-4782. 


Colorful Victorian 
room for rent 
W/D, D/W $695 
Fred 415-929-7626 


Gay Vallejo! Near Water & Ferry 

S375M0 

W/HOTTUB 

Seniors & those w/HIV? 

Affordable housing in a Gay house¬ 
hold is available for you! 

Share our 4 bedroom home on 
Lavendar Hill! W/fireplace, gym, spa, 
gardens and more! 

Call Todd (707) 235-4277 or 
Troy (707) 246-6855 

GAYROOMIE.COM 

Get moving...It's Spring! 

Browse hundreds of on-line 
listings with photos. Visit... 
www.gayroomie.com 


( 707 ) 869-9011 ( 800 ) 974-9013 

Russian River 

16315 Main Street. Guerneville 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


$3.4M. Hillside home on 1 Ac., $339K. 
4BR, 2 BA Home $339k. 

Keith &AI - DBLRealtors. 
www.video-realty.com 760-416-7476 


Vallejo Twhs shr bedroom full 
private bath, washer/dryer 
Rental uncludes utilities/cable 
Walk to SF Ferry $700 707-456-0867 

E30 
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Honeymoon Packages Available 


15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 
* ideal location near Queen's Surf 
Gay beach, Hula's and 24 Hours Fitness 
Includes Continental Breakfast & Tropical 
Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 
> Waikiki's Only Gay Owned and 
Operated Guest House 
• Free Access to Max's Gym 




For Reservations Cali Toll-free: 


1 - 877 - 902-2121 


2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
www.cabana-waikiki.com 


In HI (808) 926-5555 or fax (808) 926-5566 


KSI.TA 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAV GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 




W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini 

=1 415-252-7552 m 
■■ www.weltax.com 3 


TRAVEL 



GAY PARIS TOUR 

Small group of gay men touring Paris 
Oct 11-18. Monuments/bars/museums 
/etc. 720.404.8525 or write to: 
gaiparistours@earthlink.net. 


WANTED 

Gay-staffed Nursing Home wanted by 
73 year old Gay USAF retired 
sergeant. I'm incontinent, a diabetic, 
wear a hearing aid and have an elec¬ 
tric wheel chair. I need help taking 
my two Insulin shots each day, show¬ 
ering and often in the bathroom and I 
need a warm place to live (I have a 
low body temp); I am disease-free, 
don't smoke or drink or normally cuss 
To $1,500 per month. James, 7231 
Boulder Ave, #272, Highland, CA 
92346-3313 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277274-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: CLUBSEEN Magazine 1177 Polk St. 
Ste. #305 San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Robert Kang. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
n/a. The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-30-04. 
JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277368-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 333 International, LLC 66 Clipper St. 
Ste. #2 San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This 
business is conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company, signed Andrew J. Oliff. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on n/a. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 07-02-04. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277471-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Qeester, 460 Post St., San Francisco, 

Ca. 94102. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Timothy Blackmore. The 
registrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 6/21/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 07/09/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277309-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Shanti, 730 Polk St-., San Francisco, 

Ca. 94109. This business is conducted by a 
corporation, signed H Sims. The 
registrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 05/1/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 07/01/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277075-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Freedom-of-Teach, 425 Market St.,Suite 
2200 San Francisco, Ca. 94105. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a corporation, signed 
Tareq Mirza. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 06/23/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06/24/04. 
JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277419-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Durian Newsletter, 1923 35th Avenue 
San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Cynthia 
Y. Lim. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name dr names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 07/07/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277454-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: A&M Snacks, 1228 Gateview Ct. #C 
San Francisco, Ca. 94130. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership, signed 
Antoinette James. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
07/08/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
07/08/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277385-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: H3,1221 Harrison St., Suite #6, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Mark T. 
Haynie. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 07/06/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 04541450 

In the matter of the application of Chriseli 
Anne Bethea Borja for change of name. 

The application of Chriseli Anne Bethea 
Borja for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said appli¬ 
cation that Chriseli Anne Bethea Borja has 
filed an application proposing that his/her 
name be changed to Joseli B. Mai lari. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that all per¬ 
sons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Department 218 on the 
ninth day of September at 9:00 am of said 
day to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277384-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Banana Best, 554 Commercial St, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94111. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Vena 
Shotiveyaratana. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
NA. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
07/06/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL¬ 
COHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

To whom it may concern: The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is/are Ma Gina Yu and Ma 
Jian Zhan . The applicants listed above are 
applying to the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control at 185 Berry Street, 
Suite #5600 San Francisco, Ca 94107, to 
sell alcoholic beverages at 300 Taraval St. 
San Francisco, Ca 94116. Type of License 
applied for: 

21-ON-SALE GENERAL 
JULY 22, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276973-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Grayson Sinclair Bourne Design, 2327 
20th Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Grayson S. Bourne. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on n/a. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
06-22-04. 

JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277450-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Wright Way Property Management, 558 
Filbert Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94133. 
This business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Greg Wright. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
07/08/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
07/08/0404. 

JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 



JOBS OFFERED 




ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job setting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate.alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! * 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays ■ Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^^^o/JEmail a ^^Jobs@adu^su^ersource i com^ 





MAINTENANCE 

DIRECTOR 


Steamworks in Berkeley is 
interviewing for a full time 
facilities manager. Knowl¬ 
edge of HVAC, carpentry 
skills, plumbing, spa mainte¬ 
nance, general electrical and 
maintenance skills necessary 
for this competitive wage, 
full time position with full 
amenities in an all-gay envi¬ 
ronment. Please call 510- 
845-8995 ext. 21 and speak 
with Mike Nash to arrange 
an interview or FAX your 
resume to 510-845-8992. 


“DON’T BEHAVE” 

Club promoter seeks freaks of all 
races. Small to tall, thin to plump, 
strut your stuff and make some quick 
dinero. Leave message on VM at 
510-236-1110. 


P/T ASSISTANT 

Entry - PT position, office/clerical & 
production backup assistant needed 
for San Francisco gay & lesbian pub¬ 
lication. Emphasis on clerical duties: 
fielding phonecalls, customer service, 
data entry, etc. But, must also know 
Quark, and possess rudimentary 
knowledge or ability to learn Photo¬ 
shop. This is a MAC-based office. 
Candidate must be organized, 
punctual, reliable, quick learner. 
Email resume to 
lgbtpub@yahoo.com. 


INSTRUCTION 


Do you really want J 
to enjoy your next 
trip to France? 


El 

MINI 


• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French 

• Advanced levels 

Individuals/Group Classes 

Call Chantal @ 
510.375.2258 <_ 

chantalgw@AOL.com 


CONVERSATIONAL 
SPANISH TEACHER 

$15 Hr. You choose tim&'place. 

All levels/ages welcome! 

415-540-1210 Fri endly & Experienced 


FRESH ART TEACHER 

Your place, u choose projet, time 
I'm experienced - all ages, levels. 
$15/hr. 415-240-9092. 




Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

0 Estate Planning 

Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.beckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 



Probate 
Wills and Living Trusts 
Conservatorships 
Estate Planning 
Affordable Rates 


Flood Building ssfeinberg@msn.com 
870 Market St. 415.421.1893 


Law Offices 

OF 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 
13 years experience 

• Mediation Services 

• Real Estate Transactions 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Prepara¬ 
tion 

• Employment Counseling 

• Bankruptcy 

656-1968 

ikrubinstein@yahoo.com 


BANKRUPTCY 

LOW COST 
FREE QUOTE 


MARTYCOURSON 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1095 MKT ST., STE 520 

(415) 487-0100 

CIV CTR BART/MUNI 

www.SFLAWYER.net 


Law Offices 

TViomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415)956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw1@aol.com 
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UPKEEP 


Brookline 
Aries 
We 


Electric 

|Jke Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


(4i5) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY 

ELECTRIC 

fPH (41 

- FRE E 

15) 563-5645 n 
Estimates! = 

Lighting • Kitchen Remodels*panels 
New Plugs and Switches • Service Calls 
CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



C. Leverman 

Electric 


Residential & Commercial 
Re-Wiring Underground 
Quality Works 
Bond & insured 
Reasonable Price 
Free Estimate 


Carlos Leverman 
415.333.4189 
415.760.5970 Cell 



IMILiUX 

Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 
Wallpapering 
Trained Colorist 


Golden Pro 
Painting 

Quality 

Interior/ Exterior work 

415.724-3130 

CA Lie. # 773087 


Remodels. Additions. Kitchens. 
Baths, Stone. Brick. Concrete 
Excellent Refs. Reasonable Rates 

Lie. # 778D9B Danny 290-9104 


Drywall/Plaster - highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 995-4782^ 

STEVE THE CARPENTER 

20 yrs. experience 415-255-7014 


coLomsi 

PAWING CO. 

' Commercial/Residential 
’ Interior/Exterior 
• Natural Wood 
Preservation 


* Quality Craftsmanship 

* Over 20 Yrs. Experience 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 



DESIGN & BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 

CALte# SIMM 



Kitchen, Baths, and 
Interior Remodel Specialists 

415-261-0202 


Kttfv Am ZL£<?riZiClAA/'? 

iv Jiovfc oz 0??icz 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeung, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
No Job Too Small • Low Rates 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODEUNG 

415 - 641 - 4141 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

► PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK < 

415-374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


HANDYMAN 

Painting, Drywall, 

Brickwork,Fencing, Concrete, Decks. 
Reasonable rates 
References 415-333-4189* 

Carlos 


SERVICES 


CARPENTRY 

-mm m u u m u m 

Specializing in 
Kitchens 
& Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

415-505-2427 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


OiiaiiTY ROOFING SII8CE1981 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & FO-State Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


wizardeleanteam@aol.eom 

^Experienced & Professional 



Wizard's 
Clean Team 


Call For Free Estimate 


Office 415.487.0114 
Cellular 4t5.225.0779 


Rifarmai Aviilabla/Wa Da Haulinj 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 

Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 

(415)519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured_State Uc.# 792783 



GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415.370.4849 

si JPPCOMPANYCAOL.COM 


CARPENTRY 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

(415) 621-1379 

Wren 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 



Bjorn Landscapes 

Landscape Design • Services &■ Maintenance 
Creating Sanctuaries for over 7 tjears 
Shade Gardens • Water Features • Stone Patios 
Rcxzlc Walls • Irrigation & Lighting Systems 
For a free consultation, please contact: 

Anders Bjorn • 4 \y.y^).S^Yr 
BjornLandscape@earthlink.net 


CRAWFORD LOCK SERVICE 


“The One To Pick” 


RESIDENTIAL 

CERTIFIED PRIMUS ONE CENTER 

CA Contr. Lie. # 554283 


COMMERCIAL • AUTO 

415 - 621-0215 

CA Locksmith Lie. # LC02128 


Landscape Design 
JL Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPE¬ 
CIALIZING IN LOW-MAINTENANCE 
PLANTINGS AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT TUBS & 
FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFERENCES. 
PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA.LIC 

@ (415) 282-0288 




ADMIRAL Xf GREEN 
LANDSCAPING 

San Francisco’s Residential 
Landscape Specialisfs 


call (415) 750-9002 

www.admiralgreen.com 


FffiNANDO OEANING SERVICES 

Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

io Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 571-7894 cell 
Call Free Estimates 


DIEGO 

Excellent housecleaner with great ref¬ 
erences. Call Diego @ 415-378- 
7728. 

_E30 

Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine Deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep For monthly 
menu, CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com ^ 

Cleaning Professional 17yrs exp. 
Home or Office. Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513 

FLOWER ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

EIB 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs, Lie. Call 

WREN *621-1379 


PETS? 


FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTRTION 
CRLL JERNINE 
415 8G1-5381 isfi 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS ♦ KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE UC. #430557 


AN AFFORDABLE & PROFESSIONAL 
Solution to your cleaning needs! 

WIZARD CLEAN TEAM 

Reliable* Detailed* Excellent References 

A COMPLETE CLEANING SVC 

Call the Wizard @ 415-487-0114 

___E33 

BASIC CLEAN $40 WKLY 

or bi-weekly. Once $55. Flat rate, 
not hourly, whole house clean. 

In B.A.R. ten years, 10,000 jobs 
done. Try the hourly & other services, 
then call me, 420-2926 Guaranteed 

_'_E30 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs. exp. Free est. 370-4341. E3o 

PRUNE YOUR TREES 

Expert in pruning of all variaties of 
trees and more. Please call: 334- 

^_E30 

Container Gardening and 
Micro-Irrigation installation 
650-756-3885. 

HOUSE/OFFICE 

CLEANING 

Great references & Rates 
Call 415-505-0069 Guillermo 

__yo 

House cleaner, Personal Assistant 
Organizer,driver,errands,moving, pet- 
house sitter, care giver. Mike 495-2312 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277633-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Kiki Yo, 605 B Chenery Street San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94131. This business is conducted 
by an individual, signed Kirklan C. Taber. 

The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 07/15/04. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 07/15/04 
JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277614-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Mark Tetrault Design, 385126th Street, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94131. This business is 
conducted by an individual; signed Mark 
Tetrault. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 07/02/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 07A5/04 
JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277683-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Mobile Health Consultants, 1058 Haight 
Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by co-partners, signed Jay 
J. Kerzner. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 07/16/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 07/16/04 
JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 
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hauling 


HARDY’S 

HAULING 

Big trucks small prices. Dump run 
7 days a week. Fast and very reliable. 
Bonded, Insured, Licensed #796808 

415-282-2733 


otUMJ'-E RELOC4r/o Ap 

" (415) 621-5164 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY, 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 
★ B A R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


CASTRO HAULING 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Debris, Carpet 
Removal, Padding, Nail Strips, Appliances, 
Large Truck, Furniture Rearranging 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


EZ RELOCi 

ATION 

f5T5\_. 

Mil mri 

HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • pgr41 5-597-1889 


*/RasrH/u/n„ 

‘*-415 665-0800 --•> 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


TOM’S MOVING 

Large Truck Avail • Small or Large Jobs 
Loading and Unloading of Rental Trucks 
Fast Friendly Service 
Short Notice Welcome 


Call: 415.240.6397 


2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 


Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415 - 978-2463 

rr ifl- fibrHfirrj-pg Availiile 

■ http: //www .stwen-u n der h ill .can 


NEED PHOTOS? 

portraits, 
head shots, 
weddings. 

415 

special events, 
and more 

861 

WWW. 

7216 

Gaywedding 

Photagrapher.com 



MOVERS 


IB jfcAU. 1 

f PatRyanI 
1 MoyimcS 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 


• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

i Cal T *189509 




MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY operated 

FOR 25 YEARS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


[PACKING « MOVING « STORAGE] 


415 - 821-4755 

WWW»JACKTRUX*COM 


TECH SUPPORT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 12 Years Exp 

_Li_ 

Rick 415.821.1792 


Computer Help 


In your home- installation 
troubleshooting-DSL-etc. 

Windows & Mac 
competitive rates-7 days 

Joe (415) 431-6766 


Need PC help? 

Experienced ~~ 

fO, ^A 

Friendly 

H/Lt 

Reasonable 

Hi/ 1 

Ed: 415-282-0383 



Telephone support for your 
Computer, Software, 
Web & Internet applications 

415.759.0996 

Accept: Visa/Mastercard 


remam.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office 
throughout the Bay Area, 


415-552-7909 'O 7 
www.sf-remain.com 


^CommunicatTo n s 
Telephone & Computer Cabling 
Telephone 5 Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems • Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfowallwired.net 

Lie. #736389 Ph: 4G8-9400 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 
zackhelp@sbcglobal.net 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 

Good dish on anyone in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com e b 

WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www.LeatherPage. 
com weekly. Stay informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 


Bay REA EPORTER 


COUNSELING 


i 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 

Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

DC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 


, , ArtA • Move beyond Fear & Grief 

(41 5) 43 1 -3220 * Become More Fully Alive 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com serving me Bay Area Slnce 1973 


Results-oriented, compassionate 
therapy For individuals and couples 


resolve painful emotions 
strengthen relationships 
manage alcohol, drugs or sex issues 

415.522.2953 

Milam Freitcig, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSY14929 

Financial District Location 


visit my uuebsite uiuiui.milam-freitag.com 



RON FOX, Ph D., mft 

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 

• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 

• Coming out issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency • Stress 

• ACA/dysfuncdanal family issues 

CONVENIENT CASTRO OFFICE 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 
License #MFC 22194 
www.ronfoxphd.com 

SAN FRANCISCO 751-6714 


Walt Odets, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSY-12715 

Individual 
psychotherapy 
& couples counseling 
in the East Bay 


510 - 845-4628 

wwAv.waltodets.com 


Brief, 

solution- A 

focused 

therapy and 

coaching 

for individuals 

and couples 

Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY18892) 

(415)955-1975 

www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 

f Gaylesta 

v arKirHxom«xpora«on 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwgaylesta.org 


TO RCH 

HIV+\+ PARTNERS 

Participate in a study the only of its 
kind on HIV reinfection that can ben¬ 
efit you and others living with HIV to 
make more informed decisions about 
treatment and sexual behavior. You 
can get $50 and free drug resistant 
testing in a UCSF study in HIV rein¬ 
fection. Call 415-476-9296 x361 

E30 

NOTICES_ 


Queer? 

Grow up Mennonite or Brethren? 
We're gathering Oct. 9-11, 2004. 
Don't need to be churchy. 

Great singing! 

Curious? 

Go to www.bmclgbt.org 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


BOLD Stops Here ▼ 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


First line, Regular 4.50 

* All subsequent lines 3.00 
CAPS - double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

O American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Card Number 

Name 

Telephone 

3-Diglt Security Code Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City 

State Zip 

Name 

I Number of Issues Classification 

Amount Enclosed • 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

OR E-MAIL: 

baradv@aol.com 






















































































































































































































Behind the curtain in two famed lives 

‘Nina Simone - Break Down & Let It All 
Out / and Maureen O’Hara's ‘Tis Herself,7 

pages 38-39 


Entangled eroticism 

‘Raw Footage’ of Claudio 
Martin & Patrick Downs. 

page 43 



Diva misbehavior 

The annual farewell of 
Vera Galupe-Borszykh. 

page 37 





The full- 
figured 
girl returns 

Jane Russell sings... 

tO the B.A.R. byAdamSandel 

T all... Terrific... and Trouble!” screamed the ad line for The Outlaw, the 1943 
film that introduced the world to Jane Russell and her spectacular cleavage. 

The sultry sexpot returns to San Francisco for the gala tribute Ladies and 
Gentlemen Prefer Jane Russell! on Friday at the Castro Theatre. The evening 
will feature a live performance by Russell and special guests, and a rare screening 
of her film Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. It promises to provide a happier experience 
for Russell than The Outlaw’s ill-fated San Francisco premiere. 

Millionaire Howard Hughes produced and directed the film specifically to chal¬ 
lenge Hollywood censors and the notorious Hayes Code. After an extensive talent 
hunt, he discovered Russell working in his dentist’s office and cast her as “Rio,” the 
love interest for Billy the Kid, played by Jack Buetel. 

Russell says that the most memorable part of her film debut was “the fact that a pic¬ 
ture that should’ve taken eight weeks to make took nine months. Howard had never 
directed a film before, and we thought he should never dp another.” He never did. 

“H e wa sa nice guy and very polite, but he made us do take after take after take,” 
she says. “Jack and I didn’t know any better because we had never done a film be¬ 
fore, but Thomas Mitchell finally flipped his wig. He screamed at Howard, stormed 
up and down, threw his hat on the floor and stomped on it. Howard looked up and 
said, ‘Tom, did you say something?’ Jack and I were in hysterics.” 

Hughes also designed a bra for Russell to wear in the film, or as she puts it, “He 
tried. I threw it under the cot in the dressing room and never wore it. He was try¬ 
ing to make a smooth bra without seams, which they now have. He really was a 
brilliant man.” 

“The picture that couldn’t be stopped!” had its premiere in San Francisco. “It 
was jam-packed because people wanted to see this ‘naughty’ picture,” says Russell. 
“But there was only one scene with some bosom in it — when I had to lean over 
Jack. It’s rated PG today. Now you get cleavage from the back and the front!” 

For the premiere engagement, Hughes planned for the stars to perform a live 
scene on stage before the film. “They had this big, beautiful curtain with leaves on 
it, and as it was going up, the curtain got stuck at about Jack’s knees, and that was 
it,” she says. 

“As we went back to the hotel, Howard was hanging off the cable car, and he felt 
so bad because we never got to see the picture, because it was so packed. We final- 

page 34 ► 


Canadian club 



k.d. lang to croon 

by Kevin Davis 


W ild Alberta Rose k.d. lang reveals her an¬ 
drogynous sex appeal, charisma and 
purely intimate, inimitable voice, accom¬ 
panied by the San Francisco Symphony 
string section this Thursday and Friday, July 23 & 24 
at Davies Hall. 

Lang will cover songs she labels “spirituals of ge¬ 
ography” from her own repertoire and from her new 
album, Hymns of the 49th Parallel, interpretations of 
the Canadian folk songbook. In the homestretch of a 
46-date North American tour, wolf-whistling, swoon¬ 
ing audiences have offered multiple standing ovations, 
and critics proffered adjectives like flawless and reve¬ 
latory. 

These emotional love letters to Joni Mitchell, 
Leonard Cohen, Neil Young, Jane Siberry, Ron Sex- 
smith, Bruce Cockburn and the Canadian folk aes¬ 
thetic are rooted in charity, expansive agrarian pas¬ 
tures, long, dark desolate winters and iiitrospection. 


at Davies Hall 

“These songs are my heritage,” lang, 43, told the 
BAR by phone with the same casual deportment she 
conveys in onstage repartee. “They construct my mu¬ 
sical DNA. In order to perform this homage, I had to 
sing with as much purity as possible. The approach is 
simple emotional response. I stayed out of the way 
and let my emotional memory provide the momen¬ 
tum to sing and interpret. 

“My mission is always to get more honest, more 
real, and more vulnerable with my singing,” she said. 

In Hymns, she lends her powerful alto to subtle, 
stripped-down interpretations. Her bond with audi¬ 
ences arises from focused deference to the elegant 
words. “I believe recording is a promotion for singing 
live,” lang said. “Because of the taxing nature of being 
on the road, I made a promise that I’d give 129% on¬ 
stage, or it’s not worth it. It’s too much work for the 
crew busting their butts. Music is all about communi¬ 
cating, reciprocity between the singer, the paint on the 
wall and the audience, letting whatever needs to hap¬ 
pen happen. I do live in the moment, in that vortex.” 

page 44 ► 
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Fight illiteracy: read this column 


Ascending testicles , lyrical fancies, and other human behavior 




One Ring Zero is Michael Hearst, Joshua Camp, plus one. 


and the Homosexual Question. 
Blair’s not gay, but he does have 
“this occasional fantasy of being 
in prison and forced to play a 
feminine homosexual role.” And 
he travels with his valet named 
Jeeves. 

This last, of course, sets off 
bells that chime the name of 
Bertie Wooster, author PG 
Wodehouse’s genial buf¬ 
foon, who employed the 
original Jeeves. PGW 
has always been a 
guilty pleasure for us. 

Is brilliant comic writ¬ 
ing with no social con¬ 
science good enough 
for posterity? Wode¬ 
house’s politics 
weren’t so good, 
and the plummy 
aristo world he 
portrayed no longer existed even 
when he first depicted it. We’re 
rather relieved he never grappled 
with questions of anti-Semitism 
or homophobia in his fiction, be¬ 
cause we’ve a sneaking suspicion 
he’d have turned up on the wrong 
side. 

But Plum was a bloody funny 
writer, and we do treasure our 
battered-up Wodehouse volumes. 
So, too, our Ames. He read from 
Wake Up, Sir! on Monday night at 
Booksmith, appearing with 


Brooklyn lit-rockband One Ring 
Zero, a duo of Michael Hearst 
and Joshua Camp plus one, who 
have a new album out, As Smart 
As We Are, songs with lyrics by 
Ames, Margaret Atwood, Dave 
Eggers, Rick Moody and other 
big-name writers. They sang lyrics 
by Paul Auster, Daniel Handler 
aka Lemony Snicket, 
Denis Johnson, and 
Ames, a song about 
his ascending testi¬ 
cle. Aren’t you glad 
you can read? 

Rude behavior 

Syndicated advice 
columnist Meryl 
Cohn aka Ms. Be¬ 
havior offers tips 
on gay and lesbian 
etiquette in her col¬ 
umn for gay newspapers. She had 
the foresight to trademark the Ms. 
Behavior name. Now she is suing 
The Boston Globe, which in March 
launched an advice column by 
etiquette coach Millie Downing 
entitled“Miss Behave.” Too close 
for civilized comfort? 

Ms. Behavior demands the 
Globe stop running Miss Behave. 
Philadelphia Gay News reported 
the newspaper’s attorney’s re¬ 
sponse: There could be no confu¬ 
sion between the two handles be- 


by Roberto Friedman 


ast week’s news report of 
the plummeting number of 
£ / Americans who actually 
read books gave Out There real 
reason to ruminate. We’ve long 
wondered why people around" us 
are so given over to their endless 
fidgeting with cellphones, wireless 
rigs, palm pilots, gameboys and 
other gizmos. Now we know it’s 
because they’ve probably forgot¬ 
ten how to read, and have to oc¬ 
cupy themselves in their idle mo¬ 
ments somehow. 

We’ve just finished one of 
those books we still read for plea¬ 
sure, Wake Up, Sir! (Scribner) by 
the humorous novelist Jonathan 
Ames. Out There was on the 


Jonathan Ames goes on the road. 


verge of describing Ames as a 
“writer’s writer,” but that expres¬ 
sion has always seemed a little silly 
to us. Who better than another 
writer to notice when a sister 
scribe has pulled off a good one? 

Ames’ alter ego Alan Blair is a 
young novelist whose good for¬ 
tune it is to be offered a residency 
at an upstate New York artists’ 
colony that sounds suspiciously 
like Yaddo. He has a novel in 
progress, a whopper of a drinking 
problem, and a penchant for 
grappling with such weighty 
themes as the Jewish Question 



THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 


A NEW COMEDY 

fcylichae! Downing 


4 personal journey 


Amman songs 


iiscteti by U Decker 


Previews start August 8 


The Songs of Cole Porter 

July 23 - August 8 
Fri & Sat of 8:00 PM, Sun at 3:00 PM 



Tickets $20 & $25 Subscribe to Pride Season 10 and save up to $58! Previews on August 13 


SAVOY 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 



UNDER 

QNE 

ROOF 






25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco • (415) 861-8972 visit us on line www.nctcsf.org 


cause Cohn’s columns are “direct¬ 
ed to a gay and lesbian audience 
and generally concern somewhat 
risque topics,” while Miss Behave 
generates copy “concerning much 
more commonplace etiquette-re¬ 
lated issues.” 

Say what? So gay manners are 
always risque, while straight con¬ 
cerns are de facto more common¬ 
place? We wonder if divorcee Jeri 
Ryan would agree. 

Anyway, what does the Globe 
think goes on in an etiquette col¬ 
umn devoted to gay and lesbian 
manners? 

“Should one use the guest cum 
towel? Where should one proper¬ 
ly place it after use?” 

“Does one place the buttplug 
to the left or the right of the large 
vibrator when setting the table?” 

Etiquette-wise, would it be 
rude of us to give the Globe, which 
is owned by The New York Times 
Co., a big gay Bronx raspberry? 



Colin the Great's full-frontal cut. 


Inch by inch 

By now we’ve all heard the 
story about A Home at the End of 
the World, opening this weekend, 
cutting leading man Colin Far¬ 
rell’s full-frontal nudity scene be¬ 
cause he is just too well-endowed. 
It got women in test audiences too 
excited, and made the straight 
men too uncomfortable. Well, ex¬ 
cuse us! Perhaps Farrell should be 
encouraged to reveal all in his 
next big feature, and give us an¬ 
other reason for his being cast as 
Alexander the Great. 

Entertainment Weekly quotes 
Farrell on his full monty: “Let me 
tell you, it ain’t nothing to [bleep¬ 
ing] write home about.” About the 
famous scene he said, “It’s noth¬ 
ing, man! I walk to a door and you 
see my [bleep] and I walk out of 
the shot. It’s dark and it’s three 
inches, uh, seconds long.” False 
modesty? 

Meanwhile, some longtime OT 
readers may recall our unseemly 
fascination with the long, sordid 
Tom Cruise saga. Now, a new 
wrinkle, in the form.of a curious 
reference to TC in last Sunday’s 
New York Times, in an article 
about the new Mark Wahlberg- 
produced HBO tfhow Entourage, 
based on the exploits (and ex¬ 
ploiting) of his own real-life 
posse. Quoth the Times, “The 
biggest question about Entourage 
may be why Mr. Wahlberg would 
decide to expose the often embar¬ 
rassing circumstances of his own 
social life to millions of HBO sub¬ 
scribers. It’s as if Tom Cruise were 
starring in a fable about Holly¬ 
wood secrecy, or Jennifer Annis¬ 
ton and Brad Pitt were writing a 
script about high-profile couple- 
dom...” 

Now, exactly what Ho’wood 


secrecy does this refer to? Does 
Mr. Cruise perchance have a sexu¬ 
al secret? One that’s so well- 
known that the Times can wink 
about it? It’s fascinating to read 
such a blatant reference to Those 
Rumors in the hallowed pages of 
the Old Gray Lady. 

OT playlist 

Every now and again someone 
will stop by our office and inquire, 
“What is that strange and delight¬ 
ful music you’re listening to?” 

We’ll tell them, to which often¬ 
times comes the reply, “Oh, well, 
will you turn it down?” 

So we thought we’d take a spin 
around the dial, sample some of 
the music that turns up around 
here until it gets turned off. 

Showtime’s Queer As Folk is 
back (Tommy Boy), or has it ever 
really gone away? The 4th season 
soundtrack is in stores, featuring 
14 songs including QAF theme 
“Cue the Pulse To Begin” from 
Burnside Project and “Love of 
the Loveless” from The Eels. We 
also rather related to the lyric on 
Andrea Menard s “If I Were a 
Man.” Good music for those puls¬ 
ing periods in one’s life when re¬ 
ality resembles a gay soap opera. 



Morrissey’s sonic love letter to 
his Latino gangbanger fan-base, 
“First of the Gang To Die,” is out 
on a single CD with three new 
songs. We heard Moz sing “Mexi¬ 
co” in concert last year when he 
toured with The Jaguares: “If 
you’re rich and you’re white, you 
think you’re so right. I just don’t 
see why this should be so.” M. ob¬ 
serves of the “Teenage Dad on His 
Estate,” “He’s happy so leave him 
alone, with his methadone.” The 
title of “My Life is a Succession of 
People Saying Goodbye” is self- 
explanatory. 



Singer-songwriter Sam 
Phillips sounds so much more 
fulfilled now that she’s gone over 
to Nonesuch to release a boot and 
a shoe. Is she feeling footloose, 
perhaps? “Dig baby, you’re a rock I 
man, you’re a powder man, a draw 
man, a driller. The harder I make 
it for you, the better you like it.” 
We say! Phillips’ hubby T Bone 
Burnett played bass, produced, 
and sounds like he’s getting some. 

Brazilian songbird Bebel 
Gilberto’s new album is now re¬ 
leased in North America. She 
sings an English version of Cae- 
tano Veloso’s lilting “Baby,” but 
her own songs with sultry Por¬ 
tuguese lyrics are the most satis- 
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“POWERFUL! 
TWO THUMBS UP!’ 

-Roger Ebert, EBERT & ROEPER 

“ENGAGING!” ^ 

-Kevin Thomas, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


TWIST 

A new twist on the Dickens classic... 


GOOD SEATS 
AVAILABLE NOW! 


Tonight & Tomorrow at 8; Saturday at 2 & 8; 
Sunday at 1 & 6:30 




THE 


BROADWAY S AWARD-WINNING BEST MUSICAL 

CALL: 415-356-LION • tlcketmaster.com 
ORPHEUM THEATRE 


Venturing outside 
the queer core 

A gay and lesbian theater company 
from Chicago is reborn on the Peninsula 


by Richard Dodds 


Chinese checkered 


TheatreWorks sees ' Red' in Yew's play: 


OPERA PLAZA 


Let your imagination run free and discover 
unique works by 300 of the country’s leading 
craft artists. One-of-a-kind ceramics and hand- 
blown glass, jewelry, clothing and furniture 
become an expression of your individuality. 

Fort Mason Center 

Friday, August 6 10am —6pm 

Saturday, August 7 10am —6pm 

Sunday, August 8 10am —5pm 

Admission $10 Two-day pass $18 
Free to American Craft Council members 

For information call 800.836.3470 
or visit www.craftcouncil.org/sf.shtml 

- MEDIA SPONSORS: - 

SF fflffi. ,X, 

4~|$Uandlery union square hotel 


gay and lesbian theater 
company that briefly flour- 
I ished in Chicago is being re¬ 
born in the Bay Area with a re¬ 
vised mission. 

“In Chicago, we were focused 
on showing positive images of gay 
and lesbians,” said Jeffrey Hoff¬ 
man, artistic director of theatre Q. 
“Here in the Bay Area, we don’t 
really have to worry about show¬ 
ing a positive image, so we decid¬ 
ed to show ap evolving image, 
things that people sometimes 
don’t expect to see.” 

For its first production since 
reconstitution, theatre Q is offer¬ 
ing David Marshall Grant’s 
Snakebit, a 1999 play about a 
friendship between a married 
couple and a gay man, and how 
unspoken fears threaten to de¬ 
stroy the relationship. It was first 
staged locally by New Conserva¬ 
tory Theatre Center in 2001, but 
theatre Q will be bringing the play 
to audiences outside the queer 
core of San Francisco. 

Snakebit will run Aug. 5-22 at 
the Mountain View Center for 
Performing Arts, and then will 
move to the Dean Lesher Center 
in Walnut Creek for a Oct. 1-23 
run. Both runs are co-produc- 
tions, with Dragon Productions in 


by Richard Dodds 


n Red, playwright Chay Yew 
sets out to take a cultural apoc¬ 
alypse and view it through an 
achingly personal prism. It’s a 
heady ambition that is only spo¬ 
radically achieved. - 

Most of the action in the 1999 
play takes place in flashback form 
during the years of China’s noto¬ 
rious Cultural Revolution. Begin¬ 
ning in 1966, largely under the 
leadership of Mao Zedong’s wife, 
the country’s younger generation 
was incited to destroy the artistic, 
cultural, and intellectual tradi¬ 
tions of its elders. For a decade, 
these empowered youthful 
brigades complied with frighten¬ 
ing enthusiasm. 

Yew reduces this generational 
chasm to three characters, or so it 
seems. Crucial pieces of informa¬ 
tion are purposefully withheld be¬ 
fore being dropped like little plot- 
bombs at key moments in both 
acts. The play needs these manu¬ 
factured detonations to help sus¬ 
tain attention, and so they will not 
be revealed here. 

But the basic story focuses on a 
celebrated veteran of Beijing 
opera, famous for his perfor¬ 
mances in female roles, and his 
love-hate relationship with a 
wide-eyed girl who desperately 
wants admittance into the all¬ 
male art form. She grows up to be 
one of the cultural revolutionar¬ 
ies who chooses to persecute her 


I EXCLUSIVE SAN FRANCISCO ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY, JULY 23 

I CHECK DIRECTORY OB CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES 
■ ALSO STARTS FRIDAY: LANDMARK’S ACT 1 & 2, Borkoloy 


San Francisco Craft Show 

An American Craft Council Event 


Theatre Q will present Snakebit in Mountain View and Walnut Creek. 


Mountain View, and with ACT 
Now! in Walnut Creek. 

“What we were missing in 
Chicago,” Hoffman said, “was the 


support of the theater communi¬ 
ty around us. But now we have 
two established companies who 
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Francis Jue as Beijing opera star. 


former mentor. A visiting Chi- 
nese-American author provides 
the context for the increasingly 
revelatory flashbacks. 

Not all of the play is as bracing 
as it should be, with repetition, 
manufactured debates, and cliche 
dialogue taking their toll. It all 
might work better if Francis Jue, 
as the opera star, had found a way 
to convey the character’s emo¬ 
tional state without resorting to 
actorish devices. Jue, who starts 
out playing the character as a de¬ 
manding old queen, can certainly 
work up a head of saliva-spewing 
dramatic steam, but we can never 
begin to forget we are watching an 
actor hard at work. 

Grace Hsu skillfully handles 
the role of the opera protege, both 


in her guise as an eager youngster 
and as a ruthless member of the 
Red Guard. As the visiting author, 
Allison Sie provides a countering 
Western eye on the proceedings, 
though the character has some of 
the dumber dialogue. At one 
point, she seriously compares an 
audience with Mao to a meeting 
with Oprah. 

The attractive TheatreWorks 
production, directed by Robert 
Kelley, is not strong enough to ob¬ 
scure the play’s uneven machina¬ 
tions, or a lead performance that 
can’t find a believable footing in 
an arcane world. 

Red will run at the Lucie Stern 
Theatre through Aug. 8. Tickets 
are $20-$50. Call (650) 903-6000 
or go to theatreworks.org. T 
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The trouble with ‘Twist’ 


Charles Dickens' epic novel is updated for naught 





by David Lamble 


n 1991, Gus Van Sant cobbled 
I together an odd marriage be¬ 
tween a swashbuckling Shake¬ 
spearean history play and a bitter¬ 
sweet romance about rent boys on 
the streets of Portland, Oregon. 
My Own Private Idaho was a 
quick indie hit, and established a 
new film subgenre: boy prosti¬ 
tutes who were anything but 
happy hookers. There have since 
been a succession of quirky rent- 
boy heroes, who usually come to 
a bad end, but not before provid¬ 
ing us with a breathless moment, 
or at least a giggle or two. A new 
Canadian melodrama about hus¬ 
tler boys in Toronto breaks faith 
with this implicit bargain, and in 
the process stands Charles Dick¬ 
ens on his head. 

The idea to update Dickens’ 
Oliver Twist, in its time a scathing 
report on British workhouses of 
the 1830s, and have the cutthroats 
Oliver falls in with be prostitutes 
instead of pickpockets, has 
promise. In the hands of Canadi¬ 
an actor and 25-year-old film¬ 
maker Jacob Tierney, Twist is 
Dickens turned inside-out, taking 
the spotlight away from Oliver, 
and showcasing The Artful 
Dodger instead. 

Dance card 

The handsome blond new¬ 
comer Joshua Close plays Oliver 
like a boy forever waiting to be 


asked to dance. As Dodge, Nick 
Stahl gives his trademark mix of 
surly and sensitive qualities. 
When Dodge first spots Oliver in 
a coffee shop, we soon realize that 
he’s about to make Oliver an offer 
he should but won’t refuse. These 
opening moments of the boys’ re¬ 
lationship are the film’s most 
compelling. Oliver, eager to talk to 
somebody, becomes giddy and 
girlish. Dodge pretends to listen 
while we know he’s readying the 
hook for Oliver to join his little 
band of “loose women.” 

A screen relationship may be 
doomed to end badly, but we 
should think it has other possibil¬ 
ities. Tierney obviously comes 
from that school of actors- 
turned-directors who believe that 
all moments should be bitter mo¬ 
ments. Oliver’s stray-puppy at¬ 
tempts to seduce Dodge — curl¬ 


ing up at his feet on the couch 
they share for a night, pricking 
Dodge to talk about his past, 
planting sly kisses on Dodge’s lips 
when he thinks the older boy is 
asleep or nodding out from a 
heroin high — all come to 
naught. The boys of Twist are per¬ 
haps the world’s only hookers 
who never seem to take their 
clothes off. Instead, they waft aim¬ 
lessly across the screen like clouds 
of inert gas. 

The problem with Twist is that 
'young Tierney thinks he’s smarter 
than the then-young Dickens who 
first conceived of Oliver. Tierney 
gives us Dickens stripped not only 
of his sentimentality, but of his re¬ 
former’s hope for a better future. 
Twist is one of a growing number 
of films that use male prostitution 
as a metaphor for both embattled 
masculinity and Generation Y’s 


Dodge (Nick Stahl) meets Oliver (Joshua Close) in a coffee shop in Twist. 

sour take on our cesspool-like Oliver does not want is, “More.” 

global village. The one thing this Opens Friday. ▼ 


All aboard the party train 

'Festival Express' full of rock stars comes to the screen 


by David Lamble 


he past may be a totally 
i imaginary place, but you 
won’t think so after spending 
90 minutes onboard a Canadian 


National train with several dozen 
musicians who collectively ex¬ 
pressed a second American Revo¬ 
lution. Politicians who are still 
running against the ’60s are run¬ 
ning against a vision of life vivid¬ 
ly depicted in the astonishing new 
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concert film Festival Express. 

Once dubbed by Rolling Stone 
magazine “The Million Dollar 
Bash,” this long-buried footage 
shows the great party that broke 
out when a couple of brash pro¬ 
moters chartered a train to carry 
the era’s hottest acts — Janis 
Joplin, The Band, the Grateful 
Dead, Buddy Guy — across Cana¬ 
da. It was early July 1970, and 
music fans of an anarchist bent 
objected to paying $14 for a two- 
day concert with 20 bands, ex¬ 
claiming that music should be 
free, an ironic prelude to today’s 
battles over downloading. This led 
to a head-bashing melee with po¬ 
lice as the train departed Toronto. 
In an interview, the Dead’s Bob 
Weir explains the Zeitgeist of 
these skinny, rambunctious Cana¬ 
dian kids. “These people looking 
to bust cops’ heads, they were 
pathologically anti-authoritarian. 
I know because I’m that way my¬ 
self.” 

These kids were spoiling for a 
brawl, but in promoter Ken Walk¬ 
er, they more than met their 
match. Walker is more than just a 
free-booting rock capitalist and 
abominable showman of the Bill 
Graham variety. As much as he 
was interested in making money, 
Walker clearly had a more myste¬ 
rious agenda, insisting that his 
performers had, among other 
perks, 24/7 access to a real dining 
car aboard the train, with real 
sandwiches, “not spam.” 

Bob Smeaton (director of the 
Beatles Anthology) and sound ge¬ 
nius Eddie Kramer have shaped 
45 or more hours of raw footage 
and messy sound elements into a 
home-movie-like peek at rock’s 
royalty drinking and jamming to¬ 
gether. A disheveled musician 
boasts of going days without 
sleeping, bathing or seeing a 
newspaper. Buddy Guy says the 
train was not for sleeping. “After 
an hour in bed, you were afraid 
you missed out on something.” 

When the booze runs low, 
Walker stops the train at a track- 
side liquor store in Saskatoon to 
refuel. The Dead’s Bob Weir re¬ 
calls avoiding the vat of Canadian 
Club with LSD tabs floating in¬ 
side. Another stoned musician re¬ 
members his first view of the au- 


Janis Joplin easily steals the show, 
rora borealis. 

Primal cry 

For a single performer to steal 
this 12-ring circus in one heart¬ 
stopping moment is quite a feat, 
but Joplin does just that in a ren¬ 
dition of “Cry Baby” that just blasts 
off the screen with all the power of 
today’s 5.1 technology. Powerful as 
the lyrics to this ultimate needy 
blues-ballad are, it’s the picture of 
Janis that may cause you to lose it, 
her bloated, acne-scarred face held 
in a tight closeup just wailing her 
heart at us, in a rush of emotion 
that, Joplin biographer Alice 
Echols notes, often hovered in a 
special, scary place between a train 
wreck and Nirvana. 

Recently, an avalanche of cool 
films have tried to define just what 
the kids of the ’60s were up to: 
overthrowing the government, 
kicking the patriarchy in the nuts, 
abolishing gender orthodoxy, get¬ 
ting high because you could: all 
have been argued as the core of 
the revolution- Given its raw 
footage of insanely talented musi¬ 
cians who were oblivious to being 
filmed, Festival Express perhaps 
comes the closest to displaying 
what Echols says was Janis’ dream. 
“Rock ’n’ roll was there to turn on 
the switch in kids’ brains to the 
fact that life was rich with possi¬ 
bilities. ‘You may not end up 
happy, but I’m fucked if I’m not 
going to try. That’s like commit¬ 
ting suicide the day you’re born, if 
you don’t try.’” Opens Friday. T 
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You don’t have to be Jewish... 


To enjoy the San Francisco Jewish Film Festival 


by David Lamble 


ome choices from the 2004 
San Francisco Jewish Film 
Festival, playing July 22-29 
at the Castro Theatre, then 
through August 9 in Berkeley, 
Mountain View and San Rafael. 

Garden Nestled in a shabby part 
of Tel Aviv, two beautiful Arab 
boy hustlers decide what they’ll be 
if they grow up. Nino and Dudu 
met during a fistfight and are now 
soulmates. Cast out by their fam¬ 
ilies for being gay, and choosing 
life as prostitutes over suicide 
martyrdom, they’re challenged by 
each night on the street. 

Nino, 17, with a boyish swag¬ 
ger that makes his johns go weak 
in the knees and offer him free 
rent, keeps bugging skinny Dudu, 
18, to kick his heroin habit. Dudu 
rags on Nino to stay at the Israeli 
youth reformatory as a way out of 
his dead-end existence. We see 
Dudu in a hospital emergency 
room after two different street as¬ 
saults, while Nino tells a female 
youth outreach worker that he 
would gladly spend his life in 
prison if only his family could 
visit. Dudu conceals his needle 
tracks while Nino proudly dis¬ 
plays his bullet scars, especially 
the time he was shot by his older 
brother for being a fag. 

A universal story with parallels 
to lives lived in the Tenderloin, 
Santa Monica, the West Village 
and in the shadows of the Krem¬ 
lin, Garden is a very particular ac¬ 
count of two lives held hostage to 
both the Israeli/Palestinian con¬ 
flict and the ongoing gender wars. 
(Castro, 7/28) 

Mazel Tov: Lesbian & Gay 
Weddings A mixed bag of short 
films documenting the giddy pe¬ 
riod of marriage vows experi¬ 
enced by same-gender couples 
across North America and parts 
of Europe. Bonnie Burt’s My Sis¬ 
ter, My Bride follows the personal 
journal of a lesbian couple who 
are twice joined, first in a Nevada 
commitment ceremony, and later 
at San Francisco City Hall. Chicks 
in White Satin is a 1993 Oscar- 
nominated short about two 
women who pulled off a tradi¬ 
tional Jewish wedding without 
sanction from the State. The Gil & 
Moti Wedding Project is a highly 
stylized look at a Dutch ceremony 
joining the union of two Israeli 
artists. (Castro, 7/24) 

Imaginary Witness: Hollywood 
and the Holocaust A compelling 
argument on why there are some 
things film can never accurately 
portray, and why filmmakers have 
to try anyway. The long and tor¬ 
tured history of how a Jewish- 
dominated Hollywood could 
largely pull its punches when it 
came to depicting the Holocaust 
is examined, as well as controver¬ 
sial postwar efforts to atone for 
this artistic sin of omission. Par¬ 
ticularly compelling is the ac¬ 
count of Hollywood’s evolution 
from the first hard-hitting treat¬ 
ment of a camp survivor’s story in 
The Pawnbroker (Castro, 7/27) to 
the more hopeful Schindler’s List, 
to the black humor of The Pro¬ 
ducers. (Castro, H21) 

Heir to an Execution All fans of 
Angels in America should catch Ivy 
Meeropol’s deeply felt examina¬ 
tion of a family tragedy, the exe¬ 
cution of her grandparents Ethel 


York’s secular Jewish culture. 

The short Kosher Cop shows a 
tough Berkeley rabbi literally 
blowtorching non-kosher smells 
off the utensils so that an East Bay 
eatery is rendered suitably Jewish. 
(Castro, 7/29) 

Checkpoint A searing look at the 
daily lives of Palestinians forced to 
run the gauntlet of the more than 
200 internal checkpoints in the 
West Bank set up by the Israeli 
Army to forestall suicide bombers. 

The Israeli film crew meticu¬ 
lously and relentlessly records 
dozens of encounters where Arab 
civilians are denied entry into their 
own home villages on the whim of 
Israeli military commanders. We 


Garden: Two beautiful Arab hustlers in a shabby part of Tel Aviv. 


and Julius Rosenberg in 1953 as 
atomic spies. In a series of family 
interviews, Meeropol examines 
the pain of abandonment experi¬ 
enced by her father and his broth¬ 
er when they became orphans of 
the execution, She nimbly extracts 
knowledge gained from the open¬ 
ing of the Kremlin’s huge archive 
to ask just what were the crimes 
Ethel and Julius may have com¬ 
mitted, and why was the punish¬ 
ment so not fitting those crimes. 
Not only does the political be¬ 
come very personal but, as we 
learn more about the real-life 
Ethel Rosenberg, we’re struck 
again by the uncanny perfor¬ 
mance given by Meryl Streep as 
Ethel in Angels. (Castro, 7/28) 

Hitmakers: The Teens Who 
Stole Pop Music It was a magic, 
fleeting moment when a couple of 
dozen mostly Jewish teenagers 
from Brooklyn wrote the lyrics to 
virtually all the rock hits on the 
juke box or Top 40 radio from the 
late ’50s to the mid-’60s. While 
rock itself evolved from black 
R8cB, the songs we most remem¬ 
ber from the time of Elvis to the 
British invasion were penned in 
tiny cubicles in two buildings on 
Broadway. The Zeitgeist of the mo¬ 
ment is summed up by the work of 
the songwriting team of Jerry 
Lieber and Mike Stoller, authors of 
the first Elvis hit, “Hound Dog.” 
Rock critic Greg Shaw says, “Lieber 
and Stoller wrote the most authen¬ 
tic rhythm-and-blues that white 
Jewish guys ever wrote.” Later writ¬ 
ers like Carole King would emerge 
from the Brill Building and launch 
significant solo careers as 
writer/singers. (Castro, 7/29) 

I Like Killing Flies “It’s a very 
adversarial relationship, a restau¬ 
rant, with new customers. With 
old customers, it’s really intimate 
and family-like. With new cus¬ 
tomers — ’cause I’ve been here 
like 32 years — they have to prove 
it to me that they’re okay to feed.” 
West Village restaurateur Kenny 
Shopsin doesn’t let just anybody 
eat his food. Filmmaker Matt 
Mahurin pokes around Kenny’s 
Rube Goldberg-like kitchen to 
discover the man behind the 
apron, who, as it turns out, really 
does kill flies. Behind his fly-swat¬ 
ter there’s a philosophy of life that 
moves from global politics to the 
secrets behind his 900 menu 
items, to the way he gets his fam¬ 
ily to pitch in. We see why Kenny 
believes the customer is not al¬ 
ways right, and witness the crisis 
that erupts when Kenny loses his 
lease and must move the business. 
Seasoned with colorful language 
that will keep it off PBS, Flies 
serves up a vital platter of New 


see the same bus filled with Pales¬ 
tinian schoolkids stopped and 
searched on successive days, the 
schoolchildren smiling coyly at the 
cameras. An intimate document of 
the S/M aspect to occupation, you 
will feel some of the impotent rage 
and resigned exasperation experi¬ 
enced by parties on both sides of 
the line. (Castro, 7/28) 

The Fight In 1938, a single prize¬ 
fight, lasting barely two minutes, 
became a symbolic stage for a ti¬ 
tanic struggle between nations 
who would find themselves at war 
within three years. It was a fight 
that pitted a black former auto¬ 
worker against a German champi¬ 
on who was a hero to the work¬ 
ing-class base of the Nazi Party. 

Joe Lewis, the first black heavy¬ 
weight champion since Jack John¬ 
son was literally run out of the 
country, found himself needing to 
defeat Max Schmeling, a journey¬ 
man boxer who had humiliated 
Lewis in their first fight. Lewis was 
a hero to millions of black working 
people who felt they had no cham¬ 
pion; Schmeling was a charming 
but slippery character who played 
footsie with Adolph Hitler. Ironi¬ 
cally, both men had controversial 
Jewish managers, both would be 
forever linked in boxing history, 
and both would come to share an 
odd friendship in the twilight of 
their lives. Relive a turbulent piece 
of history when boxing mattered 
and virtually ethnic group had its 
own champion. (Castro, 7/25) 


Last Supper club: Sorry, Judas 


Sorry, Judas British actor 
Howard Jacobson comes to the 
defense of one of the most reviled 
figures in history, Judas Iscariot, to 
make potent points about Chris¬ 
tianity’s long, sorry history of 
anti-Semitism. Jacobson is at his 
best in a mock Last Supper gath¬ 
ering of noted British experts, who 
are often more revealing about 
their personal prejudices than 
their comprehension of the Old or 
New Testaments. King of the Jews 
This short from local director Jay 
Rosenblatt is at times a hilarious 
deconstruction of his childhood 
emotional scars about the cruci¬ 
fied Jesus. “My Grandmother and 
mother had told me over and over 
that Jews were killed in the name 
of Christ. I imagined Jesus himself 
as doing the killing.” Rosenblatt 
takes this slightly campy child¬ 
hood trauma and builds a three- 
act Jewish passion play refuting 
Christian myths. (Castro, 7/24) ▼ 
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Outlaw lady 

Jane Russell's career in brief 


by Tavo Amador 


ane Russell was a famous 
screen star long before the 
public saw her first film, 
Howard Hughes’ The Outlaw 
(1941), because censors blocked 
the picture’s release for years. That 
extraordinary notoriety, along 
with a flood of pin-ups of the 
voluptuous brunette, propelled 
her into an unlikely career. The 
lady herself will be interviewed by 
jan Wahl at the Castro Theatre on 
Friday, July 23, prior to a screen¬ 
ing of her favorite movie, Gentle¬ 
man Prefer Blondes (’53), in which 
she was billed above Marilyn 
Monroe.. 

She was born (’21) in Min¬ 
nesota. Her mother was an ac¬ 
tress, and Jane worked as a chi¬ 
ropodist’s assistant and model, 
then studied at the Max Reinhardt 
Theatrical Workshop. Hughes, 
owner of RKO Studios, orches¬ 
trated a national contest to find 
the leads for The Outlaw, his 
Western about Billy the Kid. The 
unknown Jack Beutel became 
Billy, and the statuesque, excep¬ 
tionally buxom Russell was cho¬ 
sen for Rio, his love interest. Wal¬ 
ter Huston (father of John and 
grandfather of Angelica) played 


Doc Holliday. Russell was billed as 
“Mean! Moody! Magnificent!” Ac¬ 
tually, she was warm, bright, and 
had a gift for deadpan comedy. 
Completed in ’41, the film was 
shown in San Francisco in ’43, 
closed down by censors, and final¬ 
ly released nationally in ’46 to 
dreadful reviews and a torrent of 
hysteria. “Russell’s bosom hangs 
over the picture like a thunder¬ 
storm over a landscape,” panted a 
Baltimore judge. Beutel disap¬ 
peared, but she survived. 

She was a Young Widow (’46), 
a weepy about a wife losing her 
husband in World War II. Much 
better and wildly successful was 
Paramount’s The Paleface (’48), 
opposite Bob Hope. She got the 
role of Calamity Jane because the 
first choice, Ginger Rogers, want¬ 
ed too much money. Russell was a 
perfect foil for Hope’s cowardly 
dentist. Critics who had previous¬ 
ly scoffed were impressed. But 
Hughes saw her as a femme fatale 
and cast her opposite Robert 
Mitchum as His Kind of Woman 
(’51), then wasted her, Frank Sina¬ 
tra, and Vincent Price in Double 
Dynamite, a love-triangle drama. 
She guested in Bing Crosby and 
Hope’s The Road to Bali, before 
Hughes sent her to Joseph von 
Sternberg’s Macao with Mitchum, 


a fair noir, then re-released The 
Outlaw, which cleaned up at the 
box-office. Paramount reunited 
her with Hope for Son of Paleface 
(’52), funny but not as good as the 
original, and wanted her for a mu¬ 
sical opposite Danny Kaye. Hugh¬ 
es refused. Instead, he released 
Montana Belle, a Western about 
the notorious outlaw Belle Starr, 
which she had made in ’48. 

Blonde match 

Twentieth Century Fox bor¬ 
rowed her for Dorothy in Gentle¬ 
man Prefer Blondes (’53), from the 
hit Broadway musical. Contem¬ 
porary critics felt she matched 
Monroe, and the two got along 
well. One of Russell’s numbers is 
set in a gym, where she wonders, 
“Ain’t There Anyone Here for 
Love?” while hot, buffed boys ig¬ 
nore her. Under Howard Hawks’ 
direction, the film was a smash, 
and Russell’s dry comic skills 
shone. She was a more accom¬ 
plished singer and dancer than 
Monroe, but less original. 

Hughes put her in another 
musical, The French Line (’54) — 
she’s a wealthy woman posing as a 
chorus girl so that suitors don’t 
marry her for her money. It was 
bad, but her revealing costumes 
caused another censorship furor. 
Hughes pushed her Underwater, 
nonsense about skin divers, then 
gave her a poor follow-up to 
Blondes, Gentlemen Marry 
Brunettes. Better was Raoul 
Walsh’s Western, The Tall Men, 
with Clark Gable and Robert 
Ryan, but Foxfire (’55), about a so¬ 
cialite in love with miner Jeff 
Chandler, was terrible. Worse was 
yet to come: banging her tam¬ 
bourines in Hot Blood, as a gypsy 
in love with Cornell Wilde, re¬ 
placing Monroe in The Revolt of 
Maimie Stover, a San Francisco 
prostitute during World War II (“a 
commercial film about a com¬ 
mercial dame,” cracked Variety ), 
then donning The Fuzzy Pink 
Nightgown (’57), a weak comedy 
about a movie star whose kidnap¬ 
ping is thought to be a publicity 
stunt. 

Of this batch, only The Tall 


Russell sings 

<4 Arts cover 

ly got in and sat on the steps in the 
balcony,” she says. “The ushers 
tried to kick us out, but we said, 
‘We’re Jane and Jack, and we 
haven’t seen the picture yet.’ So 
they let us stay.” 

Hughes’ life will soon be im¬ 
mortalized in Martin Scorsese’s 
upcoming film The Aviator, star¬ 
ring Leonardo DiCaprio. While 
the film covers his relationships 
with Katharine Hepburn, Ava 
Gardner and Jean Harlow, Russell 
says, “No one is playing me — 
thank goodness.” 

To research his role as Hughes, 
DiCaprio paid Russell a visit in. 
her Santa Barbara home. “Leo 
wanted to know what Howard 
was like. He asked me about his 
mannerisms, and he was very 
dear.” 

Girl’s best friend 

The Castro Theatre tribute will 
include a rare screening of Gentle¬ 
men Prefer Blondes, the 1953 mu¬ 
sical in which Russell starred with 
Marilyn Monroe. 

“It was Marilyn’s first starring 
role, but I’d been doing it for 
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JR as an SF prostitute during World War II in The Revolt of Mamie Stover 


Men did well, and Russell didn’t 
film until ’64, returning for Fate Is 
the Hunter, playing herself in a 
cameo, followed by two low-bud- 
get Westerns, Johnny Reno and 
Waco (’66). She was one of the 
Born Losers (’67) and Darker than 
Amber (’70), a Travis McGee mys¬ 
tery with Rod Taylor. 

The following year, she suc¬ 
ceeded Elaine Stritch in Company 
on Broadway, singing Sondheim’s 
“The Ladies who Lunch.” She 
worked regularly on television in 
the ’60s and had a popular night¬ 
club act. Her 25-year marriage to 
Hall of Fame football player Bob 
Waterfield ended in divorce in ’68. 


Subsequently, she has been wid¬ 
owed twice. Russell founded 
WAIF, an organization that finds 
homes for abandoned children of 
American servicemen, in the ’50s, 
and continues to support it. 

Her career is ironic: Hughes 
made her famous, but misjudged 
her. In comedy, she was good and 
conveyed healthy skepticism 
about the attention paid her fa¬ 
mous cleavage. She never took 
herself seriously as a sex symbol 
and remained detached from the 
image Hughes promoted. Such a 
solid sense of self is rare, and is all 
the more reason to lament her few 
first-rate chances. ▼ 



Men: 'I had a ball with all of them.' 


years,” says Russell. “She was like 
my little sister. She was always 
nervous about going out on the 
set, so I’d go to her dressing room 
and take her out with me. 

“She was constantly reading 
and working with her acting 
coach every night,” says Russell. 
“After each take, she would look 
to her acting coach, not at the di¬ 
rector Howard Hawks. Directors 
don’t like that, so Hawks had her 
acting coach taken off the set.” 


Russell recalls that Monroe 
was painfully insecure throughout 
the shooting of the film. “After she 
did a love scene with Charles 
Coburn, somebody asked him 
what it was like to kiss Marilyn 
Monroe, and he said, ‘It was like 
being eaten alive.’ When Marilyn 
heard that, she burst into tears 
and ran into her dressing room. 
She was just very vulnerable.” 

Having worked with many 
Hollywood legends, Russell says 
it’s hard to choose her most mem¬ 
orable co-star. “Robert Mitchum, 
Clark Gable, Richard Egan... I 
had a ball with all of them.” 

Although it’s been 61 years 
since she made her auspicious 
film debut in San Francisco, Rus¬ 
sell says that she’s thrilled to be 
coming back. “I’m just glad I’m 
not coming back with The Outlaw 
again.” T 


Ladies and Gentlemen Prefer 
Jane Russell, Friday, July 23 at 
the Castro Theatre, 6 p.m. 
reception, 8 p.m. gala 
performance. 

Tickets ($27.50-$60): (415) 
863-0611, 

hostess2@earthlink.net, 

www.ticketweb.com 
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Urban-family character study 

'4 Home at the End of the World' finds safe haven in movie version 


by David Lamble 


ne hot night in August, I 
took a shower and walked 
naked into Jonathan’s bed¬ 
room, believing myself to be alone 
in the apartment. Clare had an 
old friend in town, and Jonathan 
was supposed to be working. I 
walked in singing ‘Respect,’ with 
water beads sizzling off my skin, 
and found him on the floor, tak¬ 
ing off his sneakers. In this apart¬ 
ment, we were not causally naked. 
I felt my own largeness heating up 
the air. Though Jonathan looked 
at me with friendly interest, I 
could only think of how I’d come 
down in the fleshly sense. When 
we were wild young boyfriends, 
more nervous than ecstatic in one 
another’s hands, I’d been proud of 
my body. Now I carried an extra 
fifteen pounds. I stood there in 
my furred, virginal flesh, sending 
water vapor into the air.” — from 
A Home at the End of the World by 
Michael Cunningham (Picador). 

The crudest cut in current cin¬ 
ema, the removal of Colin Far¬ 
rell’s penis from the exhibition 
print of A Home at the End of the 
World, has acquired a buzz all its 
own, totally obscuring the splen¬ 
did screen-story from which it 
was so rudely removed. In this 
amazing film, adapted by Michael 
Cunningham from his 1990 
novel, Farrell plays Bobby, a 
Cleveland, Ohio denizen who 
goes from Woodstock-era teenag¬ 
er to an ’80s adult without exact¬ 
ly growing up. 

In the process, Bobby becomes 
the emotional glue for an odd, 
awkward but totally believable fam¬ 
ily unit between himself, Jonathan, 
and Jonathan’s roommate, Clare. 
Clare (Robin Wright Penn) is a re¬ 
bellious, aging trust-fund baby who 
thinks she wants a kid with either of 
her two men. Jonathan (newcomer 
Dallas Roberts) is sleeping around 
the East Village while trying to de¬ 
cide whether he’s the second daddy 
or the naughty uncle of this little 
family. 

Cunningham, who learned a 
lot about film writing from the 
adventure of bringing his novel 
The Hours to the screen, faced 
some tough decisions in adapting 
a novel which is a terrifically mov¬ 
ing if sardonic comment on the 
state of traditional marriage. The 
Woodstock generation attempts 
to make practical their more free- 
flowing pairings, which come 
along with all the confusion and 
sorrow that would arrive with 
AIDS and same-sex unions. Far¬ 
rell’s missing penis doesn’t matter 
when you note all that Cunning¬ 
ham had to cut out of his original 
story, including one pivotal char¬ 
acter whose death towards the 
end of the book upsets the trio’s 
cozy domestic life. The novel is 


about the wayward nature of the 
human heart, shifting definitions 
of love, and not much at all about 
sex. 

Pot flowers 

Music becomes an important 
character in the film. Bobby and 
Jonathan’s love of artists like Bob 
Dylan and Laura Nyro greatly in¬ 
forms their teenage games, spark¬ 
ing a memorable screen sequence 
where the boys turn Jonathan’s 
mom on to pot. This, along with 
the perfect casting of the actors 
playing the younger Jonathan and 
Bobby, adds plausibility to a film 
that spans two decades in 90 min¬ 
utes of screentime. 

Dallas Roberts is a seasoned 
stage actor whose nuanced por¬ 
trayal of the adult Jonathan was 
probably significantly aided by his 
work on plays like Lee Blessing’s 
Thief River , which contains its 
own compelling look at two men’s 
struggle, down through the years, 
to hold onto a boyhood passion. 
In a recent interview, Roberts ex¬ 
plains how the sex they had as 
teenagers threatens at first to stunt 
the relationship Jonathan and 
Bobby can have as “roommates” 
in the fast-lane scene of New York 
City’s ’80s-era East Village. “As 
they’re about to go to sleep the 
first night, Jonathan sort of brings 
up what they did as kids. 

“I think the answer he gets 
from Bobby is not necessarily the 
answer he thinks he wants at that 
time, but eventually Jonathan and 
Bobby’s relationship is exactly 
what Jonathan needs.” Roberts 
credits Farrell’s generosity as an 
actor in helping him find his sea- 
legs in his first film role, allowing 
his Jonathan to top the surpris¬ 
ingly more passive Farrell. 

Roberts says he relied on Cun¬ 
ningham’s compelling writing in 
both the book and screenplay, 
plus some of his own personal ex¬ 
periences growing up, to give 
voice to Jonathan’s promiscuous 
lifestyle. “I wasn’t in New York, 
but a lot of the culture and the 
music and the politics were not 
lost on me. I was not a gay boy in 
the East Village in 1984-86, but I 
was a high school student trying 
to have as much sex as possible.” 

Roberts notes that one of the 
tricky things was to ensure that 
Jonathan’s playing around in the 
early days of the epidemic didn’t 
render him too unsympathetic a 
character. 

“Based on the book, I might 
play Jonathan’s just getting out 
[after sex] as fast as he possibly 
can, but [the filmmakers] didn’t 
want him to be a sort of man ma¬ 
chine. They wanted to soften him 
up, for him to be polite after¬ 
wards, to exchange a number 
whether it was real or not. It was¬ 
n’t as hard-core as the book.” 
Opens Friday. ▼ 


Out There 

M page 30 

fying. Gilberto shares writing 
credits with Pedro Baby, Daniel 
Jobim and Marius de Vries, the 

surnames of Brazilian songwrit¬ 
ing royalty living on in the next 
generation. 

Finally, look at this! Gay.com 
and Bridgestone tires have collab¬ 
orated to produce Gay.com Sum¬ 
mer 2004 CD Sampler. It includes 
“Amazing,” a track from George 
Michael’s Patience CD. Michael 
recently told BBC Radio he was so 



over being famous and henceforth 
would be giving away his music 
for free. Is that how a tire compa¬ 
ny was able to snap him up? ▼ 



Clare (Robin Wright Penn), Jonathan (Dallas Roberts) and Bobby (Colin Farrell): from Woodstock to the '80s. 
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Dumbocracy in America, ’90s style 

Enbracing VH1, Kato Kaelin , and the macarena :'/ Love the '90s' 


by Brandon Judell 


ast week, the National En¬ 
dowment for the Arts re¬ 
leased a report noting that 
the nonreading segment of the 
American public increased by 
more than 17 million between 
1992 and 2002. In fact, two years 
ago, only 57% of George W. Bush 
Country read any book at all. No 
doubt this growing trend caused 
Woody Allen to opine: “A country 
gets the celebrities it deserves.” 
And that judgment no doubt 
trickles down to the President it 
deserves, and likewise to its televi¬ 
sion shows. So no wonder critic 
Robert Brustein entitled a collec¬ 
tion of his essays Dumbocracy in 
America. 

Dumbocracy could also be the 
umbrella title for VH1 ’s recurring 
series of specials: I Love the ’70s, I 
Love the ’80s, I Love the ’80s Strikes 
Back, and this month’s debuting I 
Love the ’90s. As the press kit 


screams, it was “a time of peace. A 
time of hope. A time to macare¬ 
na.” 

Like video crack, this series is 
addictive. My remote control im¬ 
mediately gets stuck whenever it 
snaps on an I Love... segment. 
Each episode is an hour long and 
contains literally hundreds of 
edits that purportedly help chron¬ 
icle the frantic culture of the Unit¬ 
ed States for a specific year. 

Take 1991. Please take it. This 
hour examines: 90210, Boys N the 
Hood, Clarence Thomas, Bugle 
Boys Jeans, the Grunge Move¬ 
ment, Urklemania, Gerardo and 
his “Rico Suave,” Pee Wee Her¬ 
man, Thelma and Louise, C&C 
Music Factory, Rollerblading, Si¬ 
lence of the Lambs, and much, 
much more. At a breakneck pace, 
viewers are bombarded with fads, 
celebrities, and events, all com¬ 
mentated on, often viciously, by 
the likes of Hal Sparks, Kato 
Kaelin, Liz Guzman, MC Ham¬ 
mer, and an additional gaggle of 
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human footnotes that you’ll 
hopefully find unrecognizable. 

As you probably guessed cor¬ 
rectly, not one book or reader of 
books is spotlighted in the series. 
Homosexuality fares a little better. 
While “gayness” doesn’t earn its 
own segment, it does constantly 
get mentioned, and always in a 
pretty favorable light. Take the 
1996 episode. The late John Ritter 
is shown in his gay role in Sling 
Blade, Dennis Rodman appears in 
a wedding dress as someone asks, 
“Is he straight or i^Jbe bisexual?” 
and The Nanny is described as 
“both extraordinarily abrasive and 
gay.” I guess lesbians were all trav¬ 
eling through Europe that year. 

Success track 

To find out more about the 
show which I truly cannot turn 
off, I chatted with an executive 
producer of the series, the viva¬ 
cious Meredith Ross, over the 
phone. 

Do you know, she informed, 
that The ’90s took about 5 months 
and 45 people to complete, “but 
we actually started researching 
after the first The ’80s premiered. 
After the first 10 hours were such 
a huge success for the channel, 
viewers sort of started bombard¬ 
ing us with ‘we want more.’ That’s 
when we just said, ‘Okay, what are 
we going to do?’ The answer was 
The ’90s.” 

As for what gets in, Ross ex¬ 
plained, “we have a lot of different 
sets of criteria to pick something, 
but ultimately it needs to have a 
sense of tongue-in-cheekness to 
it. Things that are sort of classi¬ 
cally perfect just don’t really work 
in the series. Sometimes every 
once in a while, there’s just a 
movie that people can’t really say 
more than, ‘I loved it. It was great.’ 
That’s not for us. We’re not trying 
to really historically take a look 
back at the decade. We’re just say¬ 


ing this is what we did. This is 
what we wore. Can you believe we 
listened to this music? Can you 
believe our hair looked liked that? 
Can you believe we loved those 
movies? The more that we can 
laugh at ourselves and with our¬ 
selves, that’s the kind of the stuff 
that makes it into an I Love the... 
series.” 

So no AIDS? No Matthew 
Shepherd? 

“Right,” Ross admits. “They do 
not make it. We’re sort of a com¬ 
edy take on pop culture. Again, we 
never claim to be historical.” 

As for the show being gay- 
friendly? 

“Oh, absolutely. Absolutely,” 
Ross laughs. “We’ve been so since 
the beginning. That’s been a big 
part of who we are, from whom 
we interview and the perspective 
of the time. We’ve always felt that 
way.” 

Guest star 

Also feeling that way is Kato 
Kaelin, with whom I chatted im¬ 
mediately after Ross hung up. He’s 
one of the guest commentators, 
who says on the Twin Peaks seg¬ 
ment, “Who killed Laura Palmer? 
I always thought O.J. did.” Kaelin, 
by the way, has recently developed 
a series for the FX channel called 
House Guest, in which he lives 
with people across the country. 
He’s also making movies for the 
National Lampoon company and 
hosting Dumb Sports, which in¬ 
cludes ostrich racing. Happily, 
Kato hasn’t seemed to have aged 
at all. 

“Well, that’s good news,” Kato 
laughs. “I think it’s because I have 
drunk aloe vera juice for the last 
15 years. I believe in that.” 

As for.his popularity, is he still 
being stopped in the street? 

“Only because I’m jaywalk¬ 
ing,” he says. “I’m kidding, Bran¬ 
don. People do come up to me 



Kato always thought 0J did it. 


pretty much all the time. I think 
it’s because ‘Kato’ is very easy to 
say, plus I’ve got the blond hair 
going. Otherwise they think I’m a 
Kato lookalike.” 

Was it fun to look back at the 
’90s? 

“I look at life as such a gift. I 
remember on Christmas, opening 
presents. It was always happy. But 
life is a gift, and the ’90s were fan¬ 
tastic, and I’m glad to be alive, and 
it’s a great gift to be able to have 
fun in my life every day.” 

As for being once on the cover 
of Play girl: “I didn’t pose naked, 
though, because they said it 
would have to be a major August 
issue.” 

His gay following: “I’m not so 
much aware of it, but I’m proud 
of course. Are you kidding? I 
think it’s fantastic. Why, my CEO’s 
wife has three gay men staying 
with her from Atlanta, and they 
said the same thing: ‘You have a 
gay following.’ I thought how 
could you not like that? It’s great 
to have fans. You know, I’m now 
getting my 16th minute of fame.” 

If he keeps it up, Kato might 
just be in I Love the 2010s. T 


Empty calories 

Two new releases from TLA Video 


by David Nahmod 


hiladelphia-based TLA 
Video, a distributor of 
queer-themed 
cinema, presents 
two new DVD re¬ 
leases. 

It’s hard to be¬ 
lieve that 1993’s 
Grief was consid¬ 
ered so “cutting 
edge” at the time of 
its release. Set in the 
production offices 
of The Love Judge, a 
low-rated daytime 
soap, Grief is about 
the professional, emotional and 
sexual traumas of the show’s staff. 
The neurotic behind-the-scenes 
office hijinks are meant to mirror 
the onscreen melodrama of the 
show in a satirical way, but it 
doesn’t work. Like The Love Judge 
clips we see, Grief is empty and 
dull. 

Out gay actor Craig Chester is 
cute and appealing as Mark, the 
show’s head writer. He’s mourn¬ 
ing the AIDS death of his lover, 
and is secretly in love with Bill 
(Alexis Arquette), a straight co¬ 
worker. Here’s the film’s first 


problem: Arquette, though a fine 
actor and popular New York drag 
queen, couldn’t pass for straight if 
he tried! It’s laughably absurd to 
see the film’s other characters ac¬ 
cept this obvious gay 
man as “straight.” The 
audience is told pretty 
early on that Bill is re¬ 
ally a confused bisexu¬ 
al, and Arquette’s pas¬ 
sionate kissing scenes 
with one of the show’s 
male production assis¬ 
tants are among Grief s 
few believable mo¬ 
ments. 

Drag 

queen Jackie 
Beat, a regular per¬ 
former in New York and 
LA clubs, is the film’s 
one true delight. She 
plays Love Judge execu¬ 
tive producer Jo. Beat 
pulls a Divine and plays 
a female role in a fairly 
straightforward manner. 

She’s terrific, and shows 
an acting range not re¬ 
vealed in her over-the-top club 
appearances. I’d like to see her do 
more serious roles. 

Though marketed as a come¬ 
dy, Grief is more of a drama, and 


not a very good one. It just does¬ 
n’t go anywhere. 

A far better film is TLA’s Relax! 
It’s Just Sex! (’98), a brilliantly 
funny, beautifully acted look at 
dating, love, and sex in the age of 
AIDS. 

The film focuses on a close- 
knit group of neurotic but loving 
friends in LA as they deal with 
HIV, secret crushes on each other, 
gay-bashing, and partner-switch¬ 
ing within their circle. The film 
manages to address some very se¬ 
rious issues while keeping the 
laughs coming, and it’s a thought- 
provoking delight. 
The sexy, appeal¬ 
ing cast, headed by 
Mitchell Anderson 
and Jennifer Tilly, 
is superb. 

Gay, lesbian 
and straight cou¬ 
ples comprise this 
social circle, all 
completely accept¬ 
ing of each other. 
Blacks and Latins 
are part of this 
group, yet race is never considered 
an issue in dating, and gender is a 
non-issue in friendship. Relax! It’s 
Just Sex! depicts the ideal commu¬ 
nity that many of us yearn for. T 
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How can we miss her if she won’t go away? 

'Vera Galupe-Borszykh: The Annual Farewell Recital' is outrageous 


Ira Siff as the Traumatic Soprano 


Garden, Caballe debuted in La 
Traviata. She brought her own 
gowns, which were garish and 
brightly colored, they were just 
appalling. When she was set to re¬ 
turn the next season in the Vis¬ 
conti Trovatore where everything 
is black, they made her sign a 
clause in her contract that she 
would only wear the costumes of 
the production. 

“Before the performance, a 
Covent Garden official went into 
her dressing room to make sure 
that everything was in order. 
There was Montsy, sitting dolled 
up inYhe bright purple gown that 
she had brought herself. 

“He said, ‘Madame Caballe, 
you can’t wear that. You signed a 
contract saying you were going to 
wear the costumes that belong to 
the production.’ 

“And she said, ‘Oh, but I am.’ 
She lifted the purple gown, and 
underneath was the black gown 
she was supposed to be wearing.” 

The highs and lows of Vera’s 
life and artistry can be fully ap¬ 
preciated on the DVD. Accompa¬ 
nied by Maestro Sergio Zawa on 
the piano, Vera delivers everything 
from her famous rendition of 


by Jason Victor Serinus 


* 1 r °m her very first night as 
prima donna assoluta of La 
Gran Scena Opera Compa¬ 
ny, a transvestite opera company 
formed in New York City in 1981 
by Ira Siff and Mario Villaneuva, 
diva Vera Galupe-Borszykh found 
herself abruptly thrust into the 
spotlight. Who would have 
thought that Bernard Holland, 
august critic for The New York 
Times, would not only show up 
but also write a short, formal re¬ 
view of Madames Vera Galupe- 
Broszykh and her archrival, 
mezzo Celestina de la Gluck? 

“People started to crawl down 
from the Met and City Opera 
with paper bags over their heads 
so they wouldn’t be recognized,” 
explained Siff in a recent inter¬ 
view. “So we had our audience, 
and they found it hilarious.” 

Siff and Villaneuva formed the 
company with the intention of 
creating parody homages of their 
favorite singers. Ira specifically 
wished to exploit the high falsetto 
voice that his voice teachers had 
discouraged him from using. 
Though he found inspiration in 
the late Charles Ludlam’s Ridicu¬ 
lous Theater Company, he had no 
idea just how ridiculous Vera’s ini¬ 
tial tour de force (modeled after 
Callas’ Monster Concerts ) would 
appear. 

“I started with scenes from 
Traviata, Turandot, and Aida, all 
on the same program. 1 Opening 
night of the first show, I began 
with Turandot’s titanic ‘In questa 
reggia.’ When Vera sang ‘kvesta’ 
with her Slavic accent, the audi¬ 
ence went berserk. 

“I had thought it would just be 
an arch, wry, entertaining evening 
that a few people would get. In¬ 
stead, I realized I was going to 
have to hold for laughs during 
arias, which utterly delighted me, 
because it gave me a chance to 
rest. The audience was filled with 
people who know the librettos 
enough to get all the visual, verbal 
and physical puns on the text.” 

For 22 years, Galupe-Borszykh 
reigned as the world’s only Trau¬ 
matic Soprano. As an adjunct to 
Gran Scena’s international tour¬ 
ing schedule, she began giving an¬ 
nual Farewell recitals in 1987. 
These continued until 2003, when 
the great diva, no longer in pos¬ 
session of a high E-flat, delivered 
her final farewell (perhaps). That 
hilarious performance, taped live 
in New York’s La Belle Epoque, 
appears along with bonus mater¬ 
ial from Vera’s early years on a 
fabulous DVD from VAI. 

Vowel movement 

Siff originally envisioned his 
character as “one of those hy¬ 
phenated singing actresses. I 
thought that the first part of her 
name should be something Italian 
or Spanish to imply the Latin in¬ 
fluence, because I was intending 
to sing a lot of bel canto. The sec¬ 
ond name should be completely 
unpronounceable, made up of far 
too many consonants and not 
enough vowels.” 

Vera was born an odd combi¬ 
nation of Renato Scotto (then still 
performing) and Zinka Milanov 
(who retired after what seemed 
like a lifetime on the stage). Over 
the years, she became her own an¬ 
imal. She also began to look less 
frumpy. 

“At her premiere, Vera looked 
more like Zinka, with mountains 


of reddish brown hair and caftan¬ 
like gowns. Then I thought, oh 
shit, I’ve got a good figure. So she 
went on the Renata Scotto diet: 
light eating and heavy roles. She 
immediately lost all kinds of 
weight. I stopped using the same 
kind of body pads and went to 
dresses that had waistlines.” 

Siff was well aware that while 
the Slavic timbre of his unusual 
falsetto was perfect for a character 
born in Odessa, the instrument 
hardly possessed the beauty of a 
baroque countertenor’s. What he 
offered instead was a brilliant flair 
for comedy, an uncanny ability to 
mimic the shading and nuance of 
great vocal artists, and a tremen¬ 
dous understanding of the larger- 
than-life excesses of operatic 
divas. 

“You just can’t invent these 
women. That’s why the stuff I use 
for Vera is extreme but rings true. 
She’s the world’s only Traumatic 
Soprano. She was saved from a 
fatal plane crash by using her Aida 
wig as a floatation device. She 
made her debut at La Scala in the 
sequel to Menotti’s The Medium, 
entitled The Large” 

Siff speaks with authority. At 
the time he created Vera, he was a 
self-described cabaret “starlet” 
and occasional off-Broadway 
actor who taught bel canto tech¬ 
nique to Broadway and cabaret 
singers. Twenty-three years later, 
he directs and stages opera pro¬ 
ductions (including a recent per¬ 
formance of La Gioconda by so¬ 
prano Aprile Milo in Carnegie 
Hall), operates a very active voice 
studio, works in vocal arts pro¬ 
grams in Israel, Europe, and 
China, and writes for Opera News. 

Diva research 

Researching a memorable 
cover story for Opera News on so¬ 
prano Montserrat Caballe taught 
him that there’s no way to invent 
how outrageous real-life divas can 
be. 

“In her first season at Covent 


Poulenc’s “Les Chemins de 
l’amour” to the spiritual “Ride on 
Jesus.” 

“People just peed; even Leon¬ 
tyne died over how funny it is. But 
it’s just the sort of thing divas do. 
It’s hard to be more ludicrous 
than the real ones are.” 

To prove the point, the DVD 
includes Vera scat-singing in 
Gershwin’s “S’wonderful.” The 
song accidentally morphs into the 
Mad Scene from Lucia. 

Vera’s farewells became an an¬ 
nual “best-kept secret.” Her annu¬ 
al performances drew crowds to 
the Covent Garden Festival in 
London, the Wexford Festival in 
Ireland, and the Metropolitan 
Opera Club’s 100th Anniversary 
Dinner. 

“I remember our audience in 
our glory days in New York in the 
mid-’80s, before we toured Eu¬ 
rope a lot. We would pack the 
1,500-seat Town Hall. They’d be 
screaming. But between ’85, when 
we started at Town Hall, and ’93, 
the whole dynamic changed be¬ 
cause so many people died. We 
couldn’t get as big an audience, 
and we didn’t get the 30some- 
things any longer. So many of 
those men had died that it was 
just shocking. 

“When we came back in ’99,1 
actually dedicated the run in 
memory of our audience.” 

Character acting 

La Gran Scena performed in 
New York every season between 
’81 and 2001, garnering at least a 
dozen positive reviews in The New 
York Times. The company grew to 
12 people plus the pianist, and 
each had a character all their own. 
Siff invented the hilarious narra¬ 
tor Sylvia Bills, America’s most 
beloved retired diva, who for 
some time was played by his best 
friend Bruce Hopkins. 

Just as Zinka Milanov would 
never play Aida like Callas or 
Rysanek, Vera played Aida like 
Vera. “When I see and hear Vera 


now, years later, I have no idea 
who that woman is,” Siff said. 
“When I watch the character, I 
think, ‘My god, what a creature!’ 

“The recital was my great joy. I 
had a field day putting the shows 
together, because I would get to 
do, back-to-back, the Mad Scene 
from Hamlet, the final scene from 
Roberto Devereux, and Azucena’s 
big scene about burning the 
wrong baby. I could sing anything 
I wanted.” 

La Gran Scena retired “in a 
blaze of something or other” at 
the Liceo Opera House in 
Barcelona. They won a medal 
from the city Cultural Council as 
“One of the 10 Best Cultural 
Events of 2002.” 

“It was very exciting and love¬ 
ly, and made me desperate to con¬ 
tinue. Everybody keeps saying, 
where is it, why don’t you do it? 
But you reach this age. At this 
point, schlepping it around and 
performing 5 or 6 shows a week 
with 3- to 4-week runs in Europe 
to break even is not possible for 
me. And the same things have 
happened to my voice that hap¬ 
pen to all singers when they get 
older. You become richer artisti¬ 
cally and interpretively, but you 
have fewer resources in terms of 
agility and range.” 

At the close of our interview, I 
asked if Vera might add a few 
words. The great diva graciously 
assented. 

“I’m flattened you would even 
ax me. I am the last and only 
Traumatic Soprano, and 1 was 
married to the lasfliving castrato, 
so my technique is wonderful. You 
can’t have everything, but I loved 
what was left of him. For a diva, 
having a husband that’s already 
castrated saves so much time. 

“I hope everybody will buy my 
DVD. It’s as excessive as I am. 
Some of my greatest hits, and all 
my hits are great. I hope you, my 
public, still care for me. Even 
though I am in semi-semi-retire¬ 
ment, I will never stop.” ▼ 
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Not-so-simple Nina Simone 


by John F. Karr 


Nina Simone - Break Down & Let 
It All Out by Sylvia Hampton with 
David Nathan; Sanctuary Pub¬ 
lishing, $24.95 

§1 t’s not just that Nina Simone - 
Break Down & Let It All Out is 
I the most acutely revealing de¬ 
piction of a performer skewered 
by their life and art that I’ve read; 
it’s not just that it brings the fab¬ 
ulous Ms. Simone to helter-skel¬ 
ter, dramatic, and decidedly beau¬ 
tiful and robust life; it’s not just 
that it provides a ringside seat 
(and quite often a backstage pass) 
to innumerable performances, al¬ 
lowing Nina’s fans to relive her 
unique artistry, while providing 
Nina newcomers a reliable and 
exciting depiction; and it’s not just 
that it comes with an admirable 
discography that offers a sharp- 
eyed appreciation of each record¬ 
ing. It’s that, on top of all that, the 
book actually has gay and lesbian 


content. Who in the world would 
have expected that? 

No, Nina wasn’t lesbian. Nor 
did she ever dabble with the 
dames. She was strictly a man’s 
lady. But the author of the book is 
a lesbian, and her co-author is gay. 
Sylvia Hampton and David 
Nathan are an English sister-and- 
brother pair of musicologists. It 
was the then-15-year-old Nathan 
who, in 1965, founded the*first- 
ever Nina Simone Appreciation 
Society, for which younger sister 
(by two years) Hampton served as 
Secretary from 1968-85. Nathan 
became a well-known soul-music 
historian and reissue producer; 
Hampton worked for a variety of 
Hollywood film studios until 
2003, when she returned to the 
UK to write the present book. To¬ 
gether and singly, they spent a 
good deal of time with Nina. 

Both writers came out some 
years after becoming Nina’s con¬ 
fidants, and her rude, ill-informed 
response to the news that her 
friends were gay, as well as her 
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subsequent education and unfor¬ 
tunately lifelong ill ease with gay 
sexuality, are a small yet impor¬ 
tant part of this fascinating book. 
In theory, Nina didn’t think she 
had a problem with gay people. 
“I’m fine with that, honey,” she’d 
drawl. But when it came to people 
she knew personally, things got 
more complicated, and Ms. 
Hampton doesn’t shy away from 
relating the issue, with insight and 
compassion. 

Weird nightmare 

The book’s cliche subtitle, the 
name of one of Nina’s big hits, is 
actually more fittingly applied 
here than it would be to Nina’s 
own autobiography, which some¬ 
what disappointingly maintained 
not only its composure but an ex¬ 
treme reticence. This book has a 
harrowing, Judy Garlandian story 


of psychological imbalance, which 
only late in Nina’s life was re¬ 
vealed to be causing the bipolar 
swings that manifested in aber¬ 
rant and irrational behavior, 
backstage hysterics, sexual hijinks, 
and other peculiarities that 
plagued Nina’s career while fuel¬ 
ing her art. 

There, were dangerous sparks 
in Nina’s taste for champagne and 
sex, and a bed of kindling in her 
anger. Boy, did Nina have some 
anger to work out. Part was disap¬ 
pointment over losing her child¬ 
hood dream of becoming a con¬ 
cert pianist, and much was her 
outrage over civil rights issues. 
Then there was the IRS which 
hounded her, the managers and 
record companies who cheated 
her, and the ostensible lovers who 
were actually leeches. Nina was 
combustible material, alright, and 



quite often went up in flames. She 
was prickly, difficult, wayward. 
Miserly with her money, generous 
with her heart and her music. She 
was wonderful, and extraordinar¬ 
ily talented. All of that’s in this 
book, which should leave readers 
thankful for its candor and its 
heartfelt remembrance of Nina. ▼ 



fruit 


Little boy lost 


by Robert Julian 


Fruit by Brian Francis; 
MacAdam/Cage, $23 

' uthor Brian Francis says 
I the inspiration for his first 
. i novel, Fruit, was the short 
subject Trevor, a film about a 
young boy coming to terms with 
his different sexuality. The 
movie, which concludes with 
Diana Ross’ “I’m Coming Out,” 


got a lot of exposure at gay/Ies- 
bian film festivals around the 
world. Fruit’s protagonist, Peter 
Paddington, does not fall far 
from the Trevor tree. 

The time is 1984. Peter is 12 
years old, weighs 204 lbs., and 
lives with his parents and two 
sisters in Sarnia, Canada while 
enduring the waning days of 
eighth grade. Sarnia is a small, 
industrial town at the mouth of 
Lake Huron. It is a town familiar 
next page ► 
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Feisty leading lady 

The autobiography of Maureen O'Hara 


by Tavo Amador 


lthough beautiful women 
were common in classic 
Hollywood, Maureen 
O’Hara stood out. Tall, slim, with 
classic features, thick red hair and 
hazel-green eyes, her looks over¬ 
shadowed her ability, resulting in 
frequent type-casting. Many of 
her films were variations on The 
Taming of the Shrew, with the fiery 
O’Hara eventually conquered by a 
powerful male, often John Wayne. 
Such roles don’t win critical prais¬ 
es or awards, but audiences liked 
her enough to keep her working 
almost nonstop for 30 years. In 
her recently published autobiog¬ 
raphy, ’T/s Herself (Simon and 
Shuster, $25), she discusses her 
career and reveals surprising se¬ 
crets. 

Born (1920) Maureen FitzSi- 
mons in Dublin, Ireland to an 
upper-middle-class family, she 
had show business in the blood: 


her mother was an accomplished 
actress and mezzo-soprano. Mau¬ 
reen joined the prestigious Abbey 
Players and got small parts in two 
English movies. She was spotted 
by Charles Laughton, then one of 
Hollywood’s biggest stars, who 
was filming Jamaica Inn (’38), di¬ 
rected by Alfred Hitchcock. He 
gave her the ingenue lead in that 
film and a new name. This was 
Hitchcock’s last English film be¬ 
fore coming to America to make 
Rebecca (’40). Laughton, who was 
gay, signed her to a personal con¬ 
tract before returning to Holly¬ 
wood for The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame (’39). He cast O’Hara as Es¬ 
meralda. She says that delays in 
shooting the film cost her the part 
of the unnamed heroine in Rebec¬ 
ca promised her by Hitchcock, but 
producer David Selznick doesn’t 
appear to have considered her be¬ 
fore awarding the role to the rela¬ 
tively unknown Joan Fontaine. 

O’Hara got another presti¬ 
gious picture instead, How Green 


Was My Valley (’41), her first with 
supermacho John Ford, Tinsel¬ 
town’s most honored director. 
The saga of a Welsh mining fami¬ 
ly was a critical and financial suc¬ 
cess, winning the Best Picture 
Oscar, beating out Citizen Kane. 
O’Hara’s performance as the older 
sister who marries for security 
was excellent, earning good re¬ 
views. Laughton sold her contract 
to RKO, however, and the studio 
put her in lots of movies, few of 
which were good, although many 
were fun. 

Occasionally she got to shine 
in something different: the peren¬ 
nial holiday classic Miracle on 
34th Street (’47) or the hilarious 
Sitting Pretty (’48). Periodically, 
Ford used her, notably in The 
Quiet Man (’52), his tribute to the 
old sod, and her most memorable 
pairing with Wayne. Typically, 
Wayne tames her, and typically, 
the taming is physical. He and 
Henry Fonda, among others, 
would spank O’Hara into submis- 


Bite me 


by Jim Piechota 


Mortal Companion by Patrick 
Califia; Suspect Thoughts Press, 
$16.95 

ocal sex-pert Patrick Cali- 
fia’s latest book is a sprawl¬ 
ing, ambitious vampire epic 
that has themes of sex, love, re¬ 
venge, betrayal, and a sprawling 
back-story all spinning at the 
same time, with mesmerizing ef¬ 
fects. 

When we first meet Ulric 
Jager, a 600-year-old, athletic, 
motorcycle-riding vampire, he is 
rising in the twilight, fresh from a 
day’s slumber buried under a 
thin covering of leaves deep in 
the woods. Flitting through 
sullen nights and empty days, he 
is lonely and desperate for com¬ 
panionship, spending his time 
wandering the streets searching 
for some sense of purpose. 

His immediate need for a 
partner is finally sated with vir¬ 
ginal librarian Mary Beth Wol¬ 
cott. Ulric arouses her suppressed 
sadomasochistic fantasies, drinks 
her blood, and renames her 
Lilith, now his mortal compan¬ 
ion, sex slave, and new addition 
to his joint checking account. 
Lilith’s culture shock proves too 
stressful, and the pair soon sepa¬ 
rate, but not for long, as she re¬ 
marks of Ulric that “life without 
him was a dull cacophony of an¬ 
ticlimaxes.” 



But there’s a sibling casting a 
dark shadow on all of this crude 
hematology. She is Adulfa, Ulric’s 
shape-shifting half-sister and 
“fearsome entity,” who despises 
Ulric and blames him for the tor¬ 
turous way her “changing” oc¬ 
curred centuries ago. She hangs 
around in San Francisco, lying in 
wait for him to return home, 
while attending women’s group- 
therapy sessions and taking a few 
bites here and there. 

From steamy backrooms and 
leather bars on Folsom Street to 
S/M support groups at the LGBT 
Community Center, Califia’s lov¬ 
ingly limned San Francisco is 
seemingly rife with the undead 
and pulses with simmering de¬ 
sire. Pages of pungent sex follow 


(Ulric bottoming out for local 
masochist Alain), along with 
standout scenes featuring Ulric’s 
breathless vampire transforma¬ 
tion, a visit to a bondage club, 
and Lilith’s first “flying lesson” 
swaddled in Ulric’s arms. 

The much-foreshadowed re¬ 
venge scheme by sweet sis Adulfa 
(a scene-stealer in black, knee- 
high logging boots) takes center 
stage and reaches a quite violent 
climax as Ulric, with the aid of a 
few talking cats, finally meets her 
fang-to-fang. 

Califia instills in Ulric and all 
his vampires the most unshak¬ 
able of human fallibilities: long- | 
ing, loneliness, and the need for 
validation; readers are free to 
connect and relate to their strife. 
But it’s the uninhibited, energetic 
sex that transcends genre limita¬ 
tions; the book virtually drips 
with juicy, erotically-charged 
backdrops. Califia has carved a 
separate niche for himself in this 
genre, since it’s doubtful that 
Anne Rice would ever have Lestat 
enduring forced anal intercourse 
or getting gangbanged in a biker . 
bar (“Giddyup!”). 

More sensual than scary, Cal¬ 
ifia’s story finds Ulric and Adulfa 
a breed apart and a cut above 
conventional bloodsuckers. They 
are fun to read, and devilish to 
imagine. The dangling plot 
threads on the final page suggest 
that the story will continue in fu¬ 
ture installments, to suck us dry 
again. More, please. ▼ 


Fruit 

M previous page 

to this reviewer — and in my 
personal memories, Sarnia is a 
place so boring it can only be re¬ 
called in black and white. In Sar¬ 
nia, Peter suffers the indignities 
of any fat adolescent. But his 
chronic malaise escalates into a 
crisis when his nipples ripen into 
the shape of two cherries and 
start talking to him. 

Author Brian Francis does an 
excellent job of recreating a fish- 
out-of-water existence. Peter’s 
life is led on two levels: one of 


daily humiliations at school and 
at home, and another in which 
his fantasies take over to smooth 
out the rough spots and provide 
some psychological relief in 
Peter’s thoughts, as well as his 
dreams. Francis displays a re¬ 
markable ability to create these 
two worlds in great detail and 
with total believability. Peter’s 
obsessions with his body, his 
emerging sexuality, and his de¬ 
sire to become someone differ¬ 
ent are plausible and real. But, 
unfortunately, the story never 
quite transcends the level of de¬ 
scription. 

Fruit’s narrative lacks a dra¬ 


matic arc. Young Peter plots, fan¬ 
tasizes and obsesses for the dura¬ 
tion of the book, and only in the 
last few pages does he make any 
forward progress. The resulting 
story suffers from repetitiveness, 
but this does not rob the book of 
its use or value. Adult.readers may 
find tedium descending before the 
final pages, but any adolescent 
who deals with the same issues as 
Peter will find Fruit to be a reve¬ 
lation. Francis employs prose that 
a young reader will not find hard 
to understand, and Fruit could be 
a godsend for 11-to-17-year-olds 
who may still feel they are “the 
only one.” ▼ 



sion. 

Man tangle 

The alcoholic Ford’s treatment 
of O’Hara sounds psychopathic, 
ranging from infatuation to 
abuse. Of Irish descent, he loved 
all she represented about the old 
country. He would praise her tal¬ 
ents, then trash her abilities. 
O’Hara was understandably hurt 
and confused, but she forgave him 
to the point of masochism. When 
she finds him in the arms of a 
major leading man (she doesn’t 
name the actor), she realizes he 
was battling homosexuality, 
which, in his eyes, meant he was¬ 
n’t man enough for her. 

That’s not the only gay story 
she spins. While in Australia mak¬ 
ing Kangaroo (’52), co-stars Peter 
Lawford (soon to marry John F. 
Kennedy’s sister Patricia) and 
Richard Boone were caught in a 
raid at a bordello for boys. O’Hara 
persuaded the press to kill the 
story, saving their careers. 

She also fought and defeated 
Confidential magazine, then the 
most feared tabloid in the nation. 
It claimed she was having sex in 
Grauman’s Chinese Theater when 
in reality she was out of the coun¬ 
try on the date in question. She 
sued, winning a huge judgment, 
precipitating the magazine’s 
demise. Her popularity continued 
into the ’60s, notably in The Par¬ 
ent Trap (’61), Mr. Hobbs Takes a 
Vacation (’62), and a final reunion 



with close friend Wayne in Big 
Jake (’71). 

Surprisingly, she was privately 
passive with men. Her first mar¬ 
riage ended in annulment, the 
second in divorce. The latter last¬ 
ed 10 years, producing a daughter, 
but was plagued by her husband’s 
alcoholism and his stealing her 
earnings. She wed both men 
against her wishes, seemingly to 
avoid unpleasant confrontations. 
The divorce emboldened her — 
she had a long affair with a 
prominent Mexican businessman, 
then met and married her third 
husband, Navy Captain Charles 
Blair, the great love of her life, and 
one of the most highly regarded 
air pilots of the era. He would 
eventually resign his naval com¬ 
mission to become a Colonel in 
the Strategic Air Command. They 
movecl to St. Croix in the Virgin 
Islands, and she retired. She was 
widowed in ’78, when Blair’s 
plane exploded under mysterious 
circumstances. 

After a 2D-year absence, direc¬ 
tor Chris Colombus ( Harry Pot¬ 
ter) persuaded her to play John 
Candy’s no-nonsense mother in 
Only the Lonely (’91), an exquisite 
performance balancing hardness, 
fear, humor, and love, underscor¬ 
ing how Hollywood had limited 
her. She has since done three tele¬ 
vision films, all ratings successes, 
confirming her hold on audi¬ 
ences. ▼ 
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alendare 


by Mark Mardon 


Marvelous 

Marcovicci 


Out&About 


Andrea Does Astaire plays Tue.-Sat. at 8 p.m., and Sun. at 3 
p.m., through August 1, at the Empire Plush Room, York Hotel, 
940 Sutter St. Tickets are $35 & $40 (plus 2-drink minimum). 
Call 415-885-2800. Details at: 
www.yorkhotel.com/plushroom.htm 


Andrea Marcovicci 


S omething delicious 
came our way last Sat¬ 
urday night at San 
Francisco’s newly re-opened 
Empire Plush Room at the 
York Hotel, and her name 
was Andrea Marcovicci. In 
her program, Andrea Does 
Astaire, the tall, slim, classi¬ 
cally sculpted vocalist/stbry- 
teller Marcovicci rolled out 
a lively and fascinating bio¬ 
graphical sketch of film leg¬ 
end Fred Astaire and his fa¬ 
mous partners in. dance and 
song. 

Put yourself in a cabaret 
mindset and imagine the 
Empire Plush Room’s ele¬ 
gant, intimate, high-society 
setting. The finest cabaret 
acts in the world get booked 
into the room, and Marcov¬ 
icci is the latest sensation. With a fancy cocktail in front of you, in a 
space blessed with crystal-clear acoustics and adorned with red-vel- 
vet curtains and a spectacular stained-glass ceiling, the focus is all 
on the artist, up close and personal. Marcovicci had the option of 
interacting with an audience both completely attentive and near at 
hand, and she took that option repeatedly, to great effect. 

Marcovicci came on stage ready to tango, decked out in a scintil¬ 
lating black gown with a slit up one side, revealing plenty of high- 
kicking leg, and delicately patterned with white leaves. Her shoul¬ 
ders were caressed in a feathery wrap more gorgeous by far than fur. 
As she stood at the mic, or perched on the grand piano (played flaw¬ 
lessly by Shelly Markham), or cozied up to the bass (Tim Emmons), 
or wandered among the tables, patting the occasional bald pate and 
teasing both gents and ladies, Marcovicci’s winning smile, warm, ex¬ 
pressive voice, a penchant for naughtiness, and especially that twin¬ 
kle in her eye won over the crowd, who completely adored her. 

Cabaret requires panache, and especially so to render Fred As¬ 
taire’s huge repertoire of songs by the likes of Cole Porter, Johnny 
Mercer, Irving Berlin, George and Ira Gershwin, Harold Arlen and 
Jerome Kern. Astaire, as Marcovicci noted, came across as a faerie, 
neither male nor female, and he was adored by both genders, straight 
and gay; people gave him respect because of his unmatched talent 
and charm. For any artist to recreate or re-interpret Astaire’s oeuvre 
requires not just an extra dose of bravado, but the power and freedom 
to convey Astaire’s style without imitation. Marcovicci’s exquisite 
voice, song rendering, and body language proved the perfect instru¬ 
ments for capturing and conveying the magical qualities that allowed 
Fred Astaire, the perfectionist, to seem light as air as he danced and 
sang, and that made his rigorous choreographed moves and word 
play come across as spontaneous and effortless. Astaire’s vocalizing 
was deceptively easygoing and carefree — “syncopation unadorned 
with extra syllables,” Marcovicci said — and that’s how Marcovicci 
made it seem as she gaily told a captivated crowd Astaire’s story. 

The set list for the night included 31 classic songs, all rendered 
with a distinctive breathy, slightly warbling voice as Marcovicci flung 
herself into the show, sometimes thrusting her neck so far forward 
she seemed about to strangle her words, but somehow the music al¬ 
ways flowed through, rendering songs from Astaire’s famous films, 
beginning with Porter’s “Night and Day” from The Gay Divorce — 
the original title of The Gay Divorcee and ever so appropriate in this 
age of gay weddings. Soon Marcovicci was singing “Let’s Kiss and 
Makeup” ( Funny Face), “They Can’t Take That Away From Me” 
(Shall We Dance), “Fascinating Rhythm” (Lady, Be Good!), and such 
songs about dancing as “Let’s Facethe Music and Dance” (Follow the 
Fleet), “Dancing in the Dark (The Band Wagon), “Cheek to Cheek” 
(Top Hat), and, finally, “Change Partners” (Carefree). In her closing 
numbers Marcovicci wore a tux with tails and somehow magically 
became Astaire. You could easily picture Astaire going toe to toe 
with Ginger Rogers. But more than that, you could picture Marcov¬ 
icci taking this show to a bigger stage, creating a full-fledged the¬ 
atrical piece around the story and songs; She’s got the style and mu¬ 
sical chops to do it. For Marcovicci, it would be her shining hour. 
The sky’s the limit. T 
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Harry C. Cronin’s 
Dark Matter 
@ Jon Sims Center 

JSC/Alchemy Emerging Play¬ 
wrights at the Jon Sims Center for 
the Arts (JSC) presents actor Pete 
Caslavka in playwright Harry C. 
Cronin's Dark Matter. Directed by 
Alan S. Quismorio. Dark Matter 
tackles the controversies that have 
in recent years catapulted the 
Roman Catholic faith into public 
and media scrutiny. The play 
chronicles the circumstances sur¬ 
rounding Father John McCoy and 
his indiscretion with a young 
parishioner. Through the eyes of 
eight characters — some sacred, 
some profane — Father McCoy 
faces damnation, finds unexpected 
mercy, and ultimately pursues sal¬ 
vation. The production features 
Pete Caslavka in a solo perfor¬ 
mance. Harry C. Cronin's most re¬ 
cent SF production was Dooley, 
originally produced by JSC/Alche¬ 
my at the Jon Sims Center in Dec. 
2002 and then moved to New 
Conservatory Theater for a third 
run earlier this year. His play 
Memoirs of Jesus was presented 
by the Epcor Center in Calgary, 
Alberta in Feb. 2003, and previ¬ 
ously won two 1995 LA Drama- 
logue awards. Pete Caslavka is a 
company member of Impact The¬ 
ater with whom he last appeared 
in Take the Money and Run. He 
recently received critical acclaim 
for his roles in A Taste of Heaven 
and Dooley at NCTC; this fall he 
will be at the NY Fringe Fest to 
recreate the role he originated for 
John Fisher's Queer Theqry, 
staged at the Exit Theater last 
year. Alan S. Quismorio is Artistic 
Director of JSC/Alchemy and a 
company member of Crowded 
Fire; he will follow Dark Matters 
with Dan Harder's Quartet #1 for 
Three Characters and a Cello at 
Actors Theater, and Tom Kelly's 
Significant Others at NCTC this 
fall. $15-$20 sliding. Fri. & Sat. 
at 8pm; Sun. at fe:30pm. Thru 
Aug. 8. JSC, 1519 Mission St. 
(btwn 11th & S. Van Ness). 
Tix/info: 415-554-0402; 
www.jonsimsctr.org 

Jane Russell! 

@ Castro Theatre 

Marc Huestis presents "Ladies & 
Gentlemen Prefer Jane Russell!" 
With sultry siren Jane Russell live 
in person, including a musical per¬ 
formance by the star, accompa¬ 
nied by Castro organist David 
Hegarty. The evening begins at 
6pm with exclusive meet-&-greet 
reception with la Russell & others, 
followed by main event at 8pm. 

The gala features performances by 
Matthew Martin as Dorothy 
Shaw, recreating the "Ain't There 
Anyone Here for Love" number 
from Blondes, with Jordan L'- 
Moore as Lorelei Lee, performing 
"Two Little Girls from Little 
Rock" then femceeing Blondes Vs. 
Brunettes — The Ultimate Beauty 
Smackdown Competition (to enter 
call 415-863-0611). Afterwards 
Jane will be interviewed about her 
remarkable career by Jan Wahl, 


Reality show casting 
@ Sur La Table 

Granada America (I'm a Celebri- ; 
ty; Get Me Out of Here; Celebris ' 
Boot Camp) and A. Smith & Co ! 
(Paradise Hotel; Forever Eden; ! 
The Swan) is searching for a 
dozen aspiring chefs and would-t J 
restaurateurs. Under thewatchfi 
eye of a world-renowned chef, th« 
show will put the rookies througf 
their paces regarding all aspects 
of fine dining and restaurant mai f 
agement to determine who's got 
what it takes to open their own 
eatery. The show, to air on the ■ 
FOX television network, seeks "t 
'cast charismatic, outgoing men . 
and women over the age of 21 
who have a fascination with food 
to star in the new series. Casting 
will take place in major cities 
throughout the U.S. 12 noon- 
4pm. Sur La Table, 77 Maiden 
Lane. Info: Casting Director Chri 
at 1-323-974-5659. Casting hot 
line: 1-800-485-2280. 


spiced with a corny-copia of film 
clip highlights. The gala climaxes 
with a screening of Russell's Gen¬ 
tlemen Prefer Blondes, also star¬ 
ring Marilyn Monroe. Partial pro¬ 
ceeds benefit Breast Cancer Ac¬ 
tion. $27 for gala; $60 for recep¬ 
tion & gala (including preferred 
seating). 6pm reception; 8pm 
gala. 429 Castro St. Tix at A Dif¬ 
ferent Light Bookstore, 489 Cas¬ 
tro St.; call 415-863-0611; online 
at ticketweb.com 

The Princess and the 
Pea @ NCTC 

NCTC's Teen Summer Ensemble 
presents Hans Christian Ander¬ 
sen's The Princess and the Pea. A 
young prince wants to marry but 
he will only marry a true princess 
— is there a girl out there who 
will pass the test? A new retelling 
of this fabulous tale, adapted and 
directed by Stephanie Temple, uti¬ 
lizes song and movement to create 
a magical world. For ages 4 & up. 
Approx. 1 hr. $7 children; $10 
adults; $5 per youth for groups of 
10 or more. Arts Card Patrons re¬ 
ceive 2-for-l admission. Wed.- 
Fri., July 21-23 at 10:30am; July 
24 at 10:30am & 1:30pm. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 
Van Ness Ave., Lower Lobby (at 
Market St.). Tix/info: 415-861- 
4914; www.nctcsf.org 

Sound Tribe Sector 9 
@ Catalyst, Santa 
Cruz 

Make a trip to Santa Cruz to hear 
STS9 (Sound Tribe Sector 9), a 
unique and masterful experiment 
in progressive music, who will 
play their only club date in Cali¬ 
fornia at The Catalyst. This is 
good news for those who'd hoped 
to catch them at the now-canceled 
Lollapalooza 2004 tour. STS9 
began the year with a string of 
sold-out shows in Colorado with 
Peretz (aka Perry Farrell) spin¬ 
ning before the band took the 
stage. Much of the past year has 
seen STS9 at work in their home 
studio creating the upcoming re¬ 
lease Artifact — a gorgeous piece 
of work (says your calendar edi¬ 
tor) — to the five band members' 
first full-length studio release 
since 2000, to be released in win¬ 
ter 2005. STS9 also plan to tour 
the U.S. throughout the summer 
and fall. $19 adv. 9pm. Tix: Info: 
www.sts9.com 

Life Without Parole 
@ The Women’s Bldg. 

Life Without Parole, a staged 
reading of a new play featuring 
the stories of five women survivors 
of domestic violence in prison for 
retaliating against their abusive 
partners. A benefit for Free Bat¬ 
tered Women. $10-$20 sliding 
(NOTAFLOF). 6pm. 3543 18th 
St. Info: 415-255-7036, ext. 6; 
www.freebatteredwomen.org 

if* 

‘Dolores Eats’ 

@ Dolores Park 

Dolores Street Community Ser¬ 
vices presents "Dolores Eats — A 


Get your leather on for the Dore Alley Fair and drop by the 
Mark I. Chester studio for a free portrait. See Saturday. 


Celebration of the Life, Food, and 
Art of the Dolores Community." 
This festival will offer info booths 
highlighting individuals and 
groups from the neighborhoods 
around Dolores Park, arts and 
crafts from local artisans, fine 
foods from local restaurants, a 
beer and wine garden, and enter¬ 
tainment by Mandonna (six piece 
all-male Madonna tribute band), 
Tim Hockenberry Qazz/R&B vo¬ 
calist of renown), Samantha Stol- 
lenwerck (singer/songwriter of 
original Americana, soul, rock, 
pop & gospel with her band 
"Samantha and The Ritual"). 12 
noon-5pm. Info: www.dolore- 
seats.org 

Under One Roof 
Benefit 

@ The Edge Bar 

Under One Roof, San Francisco's 
Non-Profit Gift Store Benefiting 
40+ AIDS service organizations 
presents a "Castro 70's Costume 
Party with a $7 Beer & Soda Bust 
(all the soda or beer you can 
drink), a Best 70's Costume Prize 
Contest plus Attendance & Raffle 
Prizes. Hosted by the ultra fabu¬ 
lous Empress Donna Sachet. Pro¬ 
ceeds to benefit Under One Roof's 
AIDS Service Organizations Out¬ 
reach. UOR is a nonprofit retail 
store that raises and distributes 
unrestricted funds for the fight 
against AIDS. 4-7pm. The Edge 
Bar, 4149 18th St. (at Colling- 
wood). Info: UOR Volunteer Coor¬ 
dinator Michael Bongiorni or Spe¬ 
cial Events Coordinator/Volunteer 
Patrick Noonan, 415-503-2300; 
www.UnderOneRoof.org 

Digital Portraits @ 
Mark I. Chester Studio 

On both Saturday and Sunday, in 
honor of the Dore Alley Fair, on 
Sunday SF gay radical sex pho¬ 
tographer Mark I. Chester will do 
a free digital portrait for anyone 
who comes by his SoMa studio at 
1229 Folsom St., which is just 
1/2 block from the Dore Alley 
Fair. Additional digital pix $10 


each or 3/$20. No appt. needed; 
drop in. Info: 415-621-6294; 
mchester.best.vwh.net 

So In Love: The Songs 
of Cole Porter 
@ NCTC 

Meg Mackay & Billy Philadelphia 
perform So In Love: The Songs of 
Cole Porter, one of America's 
best-loved, most-sophisticated 
songwriters. The duo of Mackay 
and Philadelphia make waves with 
such enduring hits as Night and 
Day, Just One of Those Things, j 
Begin the Beguine, Let's Do It 
(Let's Fall In Love) and the title 
song from the 1948 Broadway 
show (apd 1953 movie), KissMe, , 
Kate. Mackay is a leading light of 
Bay Area musical theatre, with 
numerous appearances with 42nd 
Street Moon, TheatreWorks, 
Mountain Play, San Jose Reperto¬ 
ry Theatre, and Pacific Alliance 
Stage Company. Her recent 
recordings are So Many People 
and Legally Blonde. $15 preview 
(July 23); $25 Fri. & Sat. (8pm) 
$20 Sun. matinee (3pm). New 
Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 
Van Ness Ave. (near Market). 
Tix/info: 415-861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 

Bad Boys by the Bay 
@ Studio Z 

Will Clark's 2nd Annual Bad Bo; 
By The Bay— A Burlesque Shov 
at Studio Z, benefiting Magnet. 
Featuring hosts Michael Brandor 
and Trannyshack's Heklina, aloa 
with some of the hottest names 
from porn and drag: Andy Dill, 

Colt Man Diego de la Hoya, Jaso 
Branch, John Truitt, Jon Galt, 
Marcus Iron, Michael Knight, 
Michael Soldier, Rik Jammer, 
Steven Richards and Tony Scalia j 
with Gina la Divina, Miss Tran- f 
nyshack 2004 Fauxnique and 
Miss Trannyshack 2003 Supposi ’ 
tori Spelling, Veronica Klaus, an 
Dariusz. $60 advance and $75« 
the door with a host bar and ligh 
refreshments. 2-7pm. Studio Z, 
314 - 11th St. Info: 415-581- 
1612. 


Houston Allred and friends entertain at Wilde Oscar's. See Sunday. 
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We're San Francisco's premiere Titan Retailer 

All Titan DVD titles guaranteed in 
stock at all times! 


the world in his one-man 


(btwn 15th/16th). Info: 
www.theintersection.org 

Biodanza @ Magnet 

"Biodanza," an interactive dance 
that uses retro-hip music, felt 
movement, stillness, original in¬ 
teraction and touch to create a 
space that leads to emotional inti¬ 
macy and integrity. Discover new 
ways of approaching each other, 
daring to move forward with an 
increasingly felt intention to en¬ 
courage and liberate our true 
selves. Biodanza has developed 
over the last 40 years in South 
America, South Africa, Japan and 
Europe as a form of dance/move¬ 
ment that is culturally diverse in 
its music and an experiential way 
to connect with others without 
words in a safe and in-depth way. 
Free! 7-9:30 p.m. 4122 - 18th 
St. Info: 415-581-1600; 
www.magnetsf.org 

Amy Tan’s 
Immortal Heart 
@ Magic Theatre 

Word for Word presents Immortal 
Heart by author Amy Tan. The 
story reveals a hidden world cir¬ 
cumscribed by the powers of fami¬ 
ly and destiny, and the strict 
tenets of women's roles in rural 
China in the 1900s, in a realm 
circumscribed by family ties, 
ghosts, mystery, duty and love. 

$27 ($2 student/senior discount). 
Wed. is pay-what-you-can. 

8:30pm Wed-Sat & Tue; 3pm 
Sun. Thru Aug. 8. Magic Theatre, 
Southside, Bldg. D., Fort Mason. 
Tix/info: 415-437-6775; 
www.zspace.org 

Less Rock, 

More Hilarity 
@ The Dark Room 

Opening night: Less Rock, More 
Hilarity, Lynnee Breedpal's One 
Freak Show. Lynn Breedlove (aka 
Shim) yaps about gender, parents, 
our "president," and how it all 
ties together. It's standup. It's so¬ 
cial commentary. It's songs. It's 
dramatizations. It's punk rock 
songs about testosterone set to ho¬ 
mohop beats. Shim wrote the 
novel Godspeed by for and about 
the ADD generation, and has 
fronted dyke/trans punk band 
Tribe 8 for the last 14 years. $7- 
10 sliding. All ages. Show 
dates/times: July 28 & 29 at 8pm; 
July 30 at 10pm; Aug. 4 at 8pm; 
Aug. 5 & 6 at 10pm. At The Dark 
Room Theater, 2263 Mission St. 
Info: www.darkroomsf.com 


Garrin Benfield, 

Libby Kirkpatrick 
@ 12 Galaxies 

Songwriter's night at 12 Galaxies, 
featuring Garrin Benfield ( August 
Live; Nowhere is Brighter; Living 
A Dream ) along with Libby Kirk¬ 
patrick, winner of the 1999 Tel- 


Up Your Alley Fair 
@ Dore Alley 

Cruise and play South of Market 
with some 10,000 of your fellow 
leather mavens in the annual "Up 
Your Alley Fair" (aka "Dore Alley 
Fair"), which takes place 11am- 
6pm on Dore Alley between Fol¬ 
som & Howard streets and the ad¬ 
joining block of Folsom between 
9th & 10th streets. Nonprofit ben¬ 
eficiaries of the fair's beverage 
sales include: Continuum, The 
Family Link, Frameline, Immune 
Enhancement Project, Lesbian 
Health Research Center, MAITRI, 
Metropolitan Community Church, 
AIDS/HIV/HCV NIGHTLINE, Pro¬ 
ject Inform, St. James Infirmary, 
Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center, 
The Sisters of Perpetual Indul¬ 
gence, and Community United 
Against Violence (CUAV). This is 
the little brother/sister to the 
giant Folsom Street Fair in late 
September (Sept. 26) which 
draws upwards of 400,000 peo¬ 
ple. Info: 

www.folsomstreetfair.com/alley/ 

The Ignition Tour 
@ Sound Factory 

Friction Events and Alan 
Voorhees Presents, in association 


Solo performer Dan Hoyle takes you on a dizzy trip around 
show Circumnavigator at The Marsh. See Thursday. 


with T-Best Talent Agency, pre¬ 
sents The Ignition Tour, with DJ 
Bill Bennett making his SF debut 
following the Dore Alley Street 
Fair, blending progressive house 
and male vocals to heat up the 
dance floor. Bennett, famous for 
his sets at Cobalt, holds a residen¬ 
cy at SBNY. The tour is hitting 
major US cities and numerous 
countries including Canada, Bel¬ 
gium, Japan and the Nether¬ 
lands. at 525 Harrison St. (at 1st 
St). $15 adv.; $25 day of event. 
6pm-2am. 525 Harrison St. (at 
1st St). Tix at The Barking Frog 
and Mr. S Leather; online (no ser¬ 
vice fees) at BigMuscle.com and 
DungeonBeds.com Info: DJBill- 
Bennett.com; FrictionEvents.com 

Houston Allred 
@ Wilde Oscar’s 

Houston Allred, Broadway and 
cabaret star, hosts a weekly Sun¬ 
day cocktail show 1 at Wilde i 

'• Oscar's. Allred welcomes such 
performers as Norman Andersen, 
Bruce Phillips, Pasquale 
Franzese, Don Tatro, Don Jim Bo¬ 
hannon, Sean & Dave, Trish & 
Anne, as well as everyone else in 
the audience who exercises the art 
of listening. They do Broadway, 
opera, country & western, blue- 
grass, and standard pop songs. No 
cover. 5-9pm. Every Sunday at 
Wilde Oscar's, 1900 Folsom (at 
15th St). Also: Allred hosts a 
weekly Friday night show, 9pm- 
lam, at Martuni's, #4 Valencia 
St. (at Market). Info: samhouston- 
allred.com 


incredible tales of working the 
streets in LA; Josh Wilson, politi¬ 
cal activist and writer; writer Liz 
Henry; and MC Sherilyn Connelly. 
Free. 7 pm. Canvas Gallery, 9th 
Ave & Lincoln. Info: 
www.lilycat.com 


Faultline Festival 
@ New College 

The Experimental Performance 
Institute (EPI) in residence at 
New College of California cele¬ 
brates its graduating BA, MA and 
MFA students' original thesis per¬ 
formance works in the Faultline 
Festival, a two-week festival of 
ground-breaking theater, Where 
Emerging Artists Break New 
Ground. $7-12 sliding. All shows 
7pm except Aug. 5, 6, 7 & 8 at 
8pm (theater is dark on July 29 
and Aug. 4). New College of Cali¬ 
fornia Theater, 777 Valencia St. 
Tix: 415-437-3487. Info: 
www.epiarts.org 

Birdie-Bob Watt 
@ Trannyshack 

Circus freak Birdie-Bob Watt pre¬ 
sents "Sideshow," an evening of 
Carnival Ladies, featuring the 
Trannyshack debut of Tutu Inter¬ 
national Diva. With Hostess Hek- 
lina, Mi$$ Chocolate, and DJ 
Derek. $7 cover. 10pm-3am 
(show at midnight). The Stud, 9th 
& Harrison. Info: 
www.heklina.com 

Literary Independence 
@ Intersection 


‘Lit at the Canvas’ 

"Lit at the Canvas," in which 
local writes tell their tales and 
you drink coffee. Featuring "Sex 
Work and Office Work" Lady 
Monster; Carol Leigh AKA the 
Scarlet Harlot, the unrepentant 
whore; David Henry Sterry with 


"Declarations of Independence 
Literary Forum," a forum on in¬ 
dependent presses, producers, pre¬ 
senters, and writers of all genres, 
celebrating the Bay Area's rich in¬ 
dependent literary tradition and 
forging new literary collabora¬ 
tions. Free. 8pm. 446 Valencia 


Pete Caslavka performs in the JSC/Alchemy production 
of Harry C. Cronin's Dark Matter at the Jon Sims Center 
for the Arts. See Friday. 


Get a Free 
Digital Portrait! 

Sat /Sun July 24th/25th 

noon - 6 pm 

Mark I Chester studio 

1229 Folsom St. 
415-621-6294 

1/2 block from the Dore Alley Fair 
additional pix $10 each or 3 for $20 

mchester.best.vwh.net 

Free Digital Pix! 


luride "Troubadour" songwriting- 
competition and a powerful and 
original singer-songwriter, 
acoustic guitarist with a wide 
vocal range and a serious com¬ 
mand of dynamics. Plus Tom Fre¬ 
und ( Copper Moon). $8 adv.; $10 
door. 9pm. 12 Galaxies, 2565 
Mission St. Info: www.garrin.com; 
www.12galaxies.com 

Dan Hoyle’s 
Circumnavigator 
@ The Marsh 

Preview: The Marsh, a breeding 
ground for new performance, pre¬ 
sents Circumnavigator, the latest 
creation by Dan Hoyle, solo per¬ 
former and son of master comic 
Geoff Hoyle. Under the direction 
of longtime Marsh collaborator 
Charlie Varon, Hoyle delivers a 
quest for knowledge and under¬ 
standing of the politics of the new 
global economy. Roadside rap 
showdowns in Mombassa, South 
African surfers, Indian Reagan- 
ites, McDonald's moral quan¬ 
daries in Johannesburg, swooning 
interpreters in Hanoi sweatshops, 
Argentine street vendors and 
protest marches in Quito inhabit. 
The show came about after Hoyle 
was awarded a Circumnavigator 
Club grant to study the effects of 
economic globalization. $14 gen'l; 
$10 students. 8pm. Previews July 
29, 30, 31 & Aug. 5; Opens Aug. 

7. The Marsh, 1062 Valencia St. 
(btwn 21st/22nd). Tix/info: 415- 
826-5750; www.themarsh.org 

Tubesteak Connection 
@ Aunt Charlie’s 
Lounge 

Head over to the the lively Tender¬ 
loin District to catch DJ Bus Sta¬ 
tion John ("Trash") in action as 
he continues the downward spiral 
of his career with his weekly club 
"The Tubesteak Connection," a 
happening place for all sorts of 
retro-queer party lovers and social 
outcasts. Cruise your fellow 
fudgepackers, rug munchers, self¬ 
suckers, carpet grinders and 
crotch-stuffers to the synthesized 
sounds of late 1970s and early 
1980s gay bar & bathhouse clas¬ 
sics, including hi-NRG, Eurodisco, 
electrofunk, disco rarities and 
more. $3 (free b4 10pm; N0- 
TAFLOF). 9pm-2am. 133 Turk 
St. (btwn Jones & Taylor). Info: 
www.auntcharlieslounge.com 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 
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Auto Erotica 

of vintage pom 
& fine dildos 
40778 18th Street 
415-861-5787 
open every day 


wo buy 


photos, videos, dvd’s & magazines 

call 

Steve 

<415-621-1188 

days, or 

Patrick 

4-1 5-81 0-2325 
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The next generation of internet Dating FREE! 
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Come I 


NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat. & Sun. • 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 
Massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 


Lori Ellison is IMsL ’04 

New Mexico woman wins competition 




by Mister Marcus 


t was the 150th anniversary of 

the City of Omaha and the 
m 18th edition of International 
Ms. Leather in the vast Midwest. 
While there were spectacular fire¬ 
works on the river front Saturday 
night, July 17th, it was sizzling at 
Int’l. Ms. Leather 2004 at Club Joy 
just a few blocks away from the 
host hotel. 

Five women were competing 
for the title: Alycyn Britton from 
Portland, Oregon, Lori Ellison 
from Rio Rancho, New Mexico, 
“Gayla” from Fort Madison, Iowa, 
“Joansie” from Baltimore and 
Stephanie Locke from North Hol¬ 
lywood, California. 

They were obliged to contend 
with judges Leslie Anderson, Con¬ 
nie Cox, Sheryl Dee, Johnna Mc¬ 
Creary, Glenda Rider, A1 Santora 
and Tom Winfield in interviews, 
speeches and fantasies. 

Three women were vying for 
the International Ms. Bootblack 
title: Izzy, Mari, and Boi Gwen. 
The IMsL contestants and boot¬ 
blacks were introduced on Friday 
night in the host hotel, along with 
the judges. Plenty of men were 
on hand, including IML Jason 
Hendrix and Mr. LA Leather 
Marc Wattrell, as well as 
Alan Turnstall, Interna¬ 
tional Mr. Bootblack, 
and the American 
Leatherman Robert 
Napolitano, American 
Leatherwoman 
“Storm,” and Ameri¬ 
can Leather Boy Terry 
Brown, to name just a 
few. 

A decent leather mart offered 
shopping opportunities, and tat¬ 
too artist Johnna McCreary of 
Omaha-based Liquid Courage 
was on hand, allowing former 
American Leather Man Dean 
Ogren, and former International 
Ms. Bootblack and American 
Leather Woman Leslie Anderson, 
to get matching tattoos, him on 
his lower right thigh, and her just 
above her right breast. 

Plenty of activities were of- 


Alan Turnstall, Int'l Mr. Bootblack, left, welcomes his counterpart, Int'l 
MS. Bootblack "Izzy," who was chosen at the IMsL contest in Omaha on 
Saturday, July 17. Izzy is from Indianapolis, Indiana. 


fered, including workshops galore, 
a swimming party, a masquerade 
ball, and the contest itself. As the 
masters of ceremonies, Jon Kron- 
gaard and Sarah Humble met the 
task with little problem. Repre¬ 
sentatives of virtually every 
known major gay-related char¬ 
ity gave speeches. 

To fill in the gaps, 
events coming your way 
in the next 12 months 
and beyond were an¬ 
nounced. Those not in¬ 
volved with the con¬ 
test savored the culi¬ 
nary opportunities 
available, the out¬ 
standing ones being Johnny’s Cafe 
in South Omaha (wonderful 
steaks!) and the Bohemian Cafe 
for superb Czech cuisine. Even 
Connie Cox was impressed! 

The fantasies performed by the 
IMsL contestants were innovative 
and humorous, but Lori Ellison’s 
frantic fisting of a ripe watermel¬ 
on tore up the place as she 
plunged deep into the juicy fruit 
with force, fervor and almost 
crazed madness. Her speech was 

next page ► 


Here she is, Lori Ellison, who 
until last Saturday, when she was 
chosen International Ms. Leather 
2004, was New Mexico Ms. 
Leather. She is from Rio Rancho, 
New Mexico. 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, July 22 

The Edge goes Leather! Kicking off an every 
Thursday leather night weekly from 2000 to clos¬ 
ing with "happy hour" prices for those in leather, 
uniforms, fetish wear or kink wear. Check it out. 

Pre-Dore Alley party at the Powerhouse begin¬ 
ning at 2100. The Powerhouse is in the center of 
the Dore Alley Fair. Go see Paul and Carlton do 
their thing! 

Friday, July 23 

San Francisco Leather Daddy XXII will be chosen 
tonight at the Eagle Tavern when Peter Fiske steps 
aside for a successor. An $8 beer/soda bust begins 
at 2100 to Midnight. At deadline, 3 men had 
signed up. Applications available at the Eagle Tav¬ 
ern and at Daddy's Bar. 

If you find yourself in Chicago you could atteitd 
the long-awaited re-opening of the Cell Block Bar 
on North Halsted Street. Great news! 

Saturday, July 24 

The 15 Association monthly party at the usual lo¬ 
cation. $15 for members. Guests must accompany 
you. For information call 673-042 or go to 
www.thel5association.org. 

Sunday, July 25 

Growing, growing, the Dore Alley Fair used to be a 
small street fair started by IML 1985 Patrick 
Toner and first held in Ringold Alley. Now it at¬ 
tracts thousands of people from around the world. 


Noon to 6pm. Be there! 

Ignition Tour Dance at 515 Harrison St., from 
1800 to 0200 tomorrow. No fees, particulars or 
other info supplied by my deadline. 

Wednesday, July 29 

Leather Buddies at 933 Harrison. Doors open from 
2000 to 2300. No cologne. No white sneakers. You 
will be sniffed. 777-HEAD. 

Friday, July 30 

Hustler-A-No-No Party at the Powerhouse. I still 
don't know what this one is all about, but it is a 
benefit for their Hustlers Softball team. 

"Titty Titty Bang Bang," a women's dungeon 
party, from 2000 to 0100 tomorrow at The Clois¬ 
ter (245 8th Street). $20 donation to benefit the 
Breast Cancer Emergency Fund. And by the way, 
women only. 

Wednesday, August 4 

Blow Buddies celebrate their 16th Anniversary 
tonight from 2100. Doors open until 2300. Half 
price ($6) for current or renewing members. For 
info: www.^pwbuddies.com/mah/html 

Weekend, August 6-8 

Goddess Lakshimi steps aside from her Ms. World 
Leather title this weekend in Dallas at the Ms. 
World Leather Contest. Also, that hunk Juan 
Zarzueta vacates his Int'l. Mr. Deaf Leather for 
that contest. I'll be judging there so you'll be the 
first to know the results. 
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Let’s put on a porno! 



Claudio Martin and Patrick Downs in Raw Footage: the real thing. 


by John F. Karr 


1 - tars, they cum and go. While 

% the debuting, exclusive star 
of Chi Chi LaRue’s Night 
Shift seems like a nice boy, he’s 
one I’m not particularly con¬ 
cerned with ever seeing again. But 
the two new stars who appear in 
the same director’s Raw Footage 
put such stars in my eyes as to re¬ 
confirm my belief that the porn 
movie as a genre can be not mere¬ 
ly a thing of ejaculation and 
booty, but one of inspiration and 
beauty. 

Chi Chi LaRue’s enthusiastic, 
cheerleading style of directing is 
consistently set free on the movies 
he makes for his own company, 
Rascal Video. He always seems to 
be filming a remake of Babes in 
Arms, except that instead of the 
kids putting on a show in the 
barn, Mickey’s got an even better 
idea: “Hey guys, let’s get it on!” 
Night Shift is a breathless example. 
It’s star Theo Blake’s first night 
cashiering at the porno store. He 
can’t resist watching some movies 
in a booth, which we also get to 
see. He’s berated by his boss for 
loafing on the job, and only keeps 
it by letting the guy lay him. Then 
his friend calls to obsess about 
porn star Alex LeMonde, a day¬ 
dream we get to witness; then, fi¬ 
nally, the store owner arrives and 
proposes to make Theo a porn 
star. Why, he can film the two of 
them making out in the back 
room right now! 

Don’t let this breezy 
synopsis overly raise your 
expectations for Night 
Shift. Ves.Tt’s got those 
Chi Chi trademarks: 
lots of juicy rimming, 
lots of Reverse Cowboy, 
fucking, which reveals 
in a 
crowded 
playing 
field all the 
genitals one could hope to see, 
and foreplay (whoever heard of 
such a thing!), especially in the 
first scene, where much play with 
erections constrained by tightie 
whities proves stimulating. But 
formula abounds. Unlike the fi¬ 
nale, which runs over a half-hour, 
the first three scenes are brief and 
so tightly edited that some luxu¬ 
ry-class performers seem to be 
running a marathon. In the 
porno-within-the-porno, one 
hardly gets to appreciate the lush 
cocks of Logan Reed, Andrew 
Rubio, and Mario Cruz as they ca¬ 
reen through every activity that 
can be accomplished by three 
guys on a bed. 

In the succeeding scene, 
swarthy, uncut daddy Arpad Mik- 
los jabs his javelin-length cock 
into Mr. Blake before upending 
himself to suck his own dick and 
pop a load all over his face. Things 


are intense, but in a rambunc¬ 
tious, helter-skelter manner. The 
movie peaks in its third-scene 
daydream. “One night with Alex 
LeMonde, that’s all I 
ask,” pants Diego de la 
Hoya. Hell, I’d settle 
for an hour with the, 
lustful LeMonde. 

# With the movie’s 
merciless editing, de 
la Hoya only gets 25 
minutes, but they’re hot. 

This pair 
really con¬ 
nect, 
meeting 

each other with equal fervor, and 
capping the scene with excellent 
orgasms. The finale stars Kent 
Larson, who simply shines with 
health and vigor. As usual, this big 
stud bottoms. Theo Blake’s a suit¬ 
able if not all-star top, who proves 
in a surprising flip-flop much bet¬ 
ter at bottoming for Larson, who’s 
as good a plugger as a pluggee. 
“Do I have what it takes to be a 
porn star?” Blake asks Larson. 
Well, no. But he did just fine his 
first time out. 

Drool book 

Much better, more steady and 
secure than the skittish Night Shift 
is Raw Footage. I could drool its 
salacious details all over this page. 
Scene 1: Once sad-eyed and sultry 
Tristan Bennet gets past the hor¬ 
rid straight-boy dialogue foisted 
upon him, he’s a lusty bottom for 
the always nasty Owen Hawk. 


Scene 2: Grizzly Gus Mattox and 
carnivorous Tag Adams eat each 
other up. Then the magic hap¬ 
pens. Von Hofmannsthal’s Ari¬ 
adne longed for the Realm of 
Death, whose pureness would set 
her free, where she would lose 
herself entirely within a serene 
god. In Raw Footage, we come 
upon Claudio Martin and Patrick 
Downs, who show us that this 
realm is the Realm of Love. Mar¬ 
tin has the cheekbones, hair and 
hauteur of a runway model; 
Downs a Hyannis Port hand¬ 
someness and a boy-next-door 
humility. 

The quality of their scene, with 
its simple truth and almost shock¬ 
ing passion, reveals that most 
porn we see is but a pale simula¬ 
tion, performers skillfully apply¬ 
ing themselves to each other. With 
Martin and Downs — big dick on 
one, classic buns on the other — 
we’re getting the real thing, two 
boys performing as one, con¬ 
sumed within each other, and 
sliding with spontaneous grace 
into previously unknown posi¬ 
tions of such entangled eroticism 
that the heat is hard to bear. In 
any other circumstances, we’d 
find the sizzling finale with hot 
stars Johnny Hazzard, Carlos 
Morales and Jack Ryan wouldn’t 
be anti-climactic. They shoulda 
asked for the 11 o’clock spot, and 
let Martin and Downs wrap up. 
Don’t miss this wonder-duo. 
www. channell releasing; (800) 
997-9073 ▼ 



Mister Marcus 

<4 previous page 

dynamic, as well, and no doubt 
carried her to the winning scores. 
The judges admitted they were 
very impressed with the quality of 
the contestants this year. 

Slave boy Eddie (Int’l. Ms. 
Bootblack 2003) gave a 14-minute 
step-aside speech, and Tammie 
Nelson (Int’l. Ms. Leather 2003) 
managed to convey her message 
in a flat 11 minutes. Both thanked 
all that helped them achieve an 
outstanding year with the title. 
Both received standing ovations 
and both managed to get teary- 


eyed themselves as did many in 
the audience. 

There was a silent auction and 
basket auction for the winners’ 
travel funds that managed to gar¬ 
ner some $3000. It was a produc¬ 
tive effort and Bare Images Pro¬ 
ductions should be proud of their 
efforts. 

Finally by 2130 tally masters 
Sharon van Butsel and Carla Pe¬ 
terson had finished their work. 
“Izzy” was named International 
Ms. Bootblack 2004 to much ap¬ 
plause. No runner-ups were an¬ 
nounced. 

Then the announcement 
came, 2nd runner-up, “Joansie”; 
1st runner-up Stephanie Locke, 


and International Ms. Leather 
2004, Lori Ellison. The place 
erupted in wild applause; squeals 
and cheering as the diminutive 
Lori stepped forth to be sashed, 
bemedaled and lauded by the 
adoring crowd. 

Other current title holders 
pledged their support as hun¬ 
dreds of cameras flashed to cap¬ 
ture the moment of victory for 
the nation’s newest title holder 
while outside on the river front, a 
15-minute fireworks show 
seemed to be part of the victory of 
Lori Ellison. 

And so it went — a perfectly de¬ 
lightful weekend in Omaha. Wish 
you could have been there! ▼ 


6pm-6am M-F // 12noon-6am Sat/Sun 

333 imdeiA, W 



333 Linden St in Hayes Valley 
(Btwn Octavia & Gough) 


San Francisco's newest 

sexclub 


for men. 


415.863.1610//333linden.com 




mrSDungeon.com 

sponsors: 


Friday. July 23 
^-Midnight 
$5 Benefits: 
Magnet Health 
Center 


1347 Folsom 



Blow Buddies 

Parties 

Every Thur., Fri., Sat., Sun. 
Join lots of other hot 
guys for a little Jin! 


Official 
Play Space 
for tJp Your 
Aliev 2004! 

Extended hours! 


drawing (c) (ra Smith 


Thur., 7/24: door 
7:30pm-3am 
Fri., 7/25: door 3pm-4am 
Sat., 7/26: door 9pm-4am 
Sun., 7/27: door 4pm-4am 
Mon., 7/28: door 7-11pm 
Tues., 7/29: closed 


Leather 

Buddies 

Wed., July 28 
door 8-11pm 
play ’til late 


H 0 Busy! 

L *athe r % t he Private club 

Gro Ss, °n' s Safer-sex only 
up 100% m4m 

Glory holes 
Slings 

Parties: Jsil C©lls 

Wet play 

1 Street Fair . - r J 

Mazes 
Clean 

5 Large space 

. Backyard 

* Hot Men! 

(4i5, 777-HEAD 
www.blowbuddies.com 

South of Market - 933 Harrison St (@ 5th) 


Boot Parties: 

Monday after 
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k.d. lang 

M Arts cover 

Lang completed Hymns in five 
days last May with Canadian fid¬ 
dler Ben Mink, bassist David 
Piltch and keyboardist Teddy 
Borowiecki. She exquisitely covers 
Young’s haunting “Helpless” and 
rapturous, ecology-minded “After 
the Gold Rush,” prayerfully deliv¬ 
ers Leonard Cohen’s mournful, 
sublime “Hallelujah,” and gives 
fervent renditions of Jane Siber- 
ry’s “The Valley” and pensive Ron 
Sexsmith’s “Fallen.” 

How did she refashion an 
iconic work like ethereal reverie 
“Case'of You,” completely side¬ 
stepping Joni Mitchell’s mezzo- 
soprano pealing? 

“With absolute fear, you 
know,’Hang said, laughing. “And 
care. So yeah, in reverence, respect 
for the job.” 

Prairie sounds 

“Long single notes, with not a 
lot of vibrato or ornamentation, 
really developed from the Canadi¬ 
an prairies,” she told Macleans 
magazine. On the effect of the in¬ 
finite horizon in her flat East Cen¬ 
tral Alberta hometown Consort, 
she told the Canadian National 
Post, “Growing up in the plains 
has made me very deliberate and 
still. It takes years of intellectual 
and spiritual attention to be able 
to remove the pretense and get 
down to real ingredients.” 

Her spare timbre and broad, 
scrupulously measured phrasing 
also emanate from her studies in 
Eastern Religion. She attended the 
Dalai Lama’s lecture in LA last 
April, donated some of her con¬ 
cert proceeds to Tibetan Cultural 
Preservation, has described her 
pre-performance yoga practice 
and consumption of raw foods, 
and told She magazine in May 
that she has been practicing with a 
Buddhist teacher for three years. 

Lang performs this tour in a dark 
slate, calf-length gown, with match¬ 
ing samurai kimono-style, Nehru- 
collared tuxedo, bare feet, and cus¬ 
tomary butch, spiky coiffure. 

“The robe is a collaboration 
between me and Donna Karan,” 
she said, labeling the designer 
“gracious and generous.” 


“I feel unpretentious and very 
natural, myself, connected, 
grounded, balanced,” she de¬ 
scribed performing unshod on a 
Persian rug. “I feel the resonance 
from the stage.” 

Lang has remained accountable 
to her instrument since an early 
promise “to sing only for the right 
reasons,” first as defiant polka 
provocateur fronting the Reclines 
ensemble; then touring in Nudie 
Cohen suits for her Owen 
Bradley-helmed Shadowland 
(’88), the Grammy-snagging Ab¬ 
solute Torch and Twang (’89), the 
sultry co-dependence-themed In¬ 
genue (’92), the torchy Drag (’97) 
which includes the Valley of the 
Dolls theme song remixed into a 
club hit, and her Lala-land- 
themed Invincible Summer (2000). 

Lately, on 2002’s Louis Arm- 
strong-inspired Wonderful World, 
she dueted with suave pop legend 
Tony Bennett, who publicly com¬ 
pared her dazzling vocal style and 
stage skills to Judy Garland and 
Edith Piaf. “But what does he 
know?” she cracks affectionately on 
stage. Lang will cover the 1951 Arm¬ 
strong-recorded “A Kiss To Build a 
Dream On” at the Davies Hall event. 

“His phrasing, professional¬ 
ism, his attitude and joy,” she lists 
as Bennett’s attributes. “His ges¬ 
tures, physical grace, body lan¬ 
guage, carefree but absolutely at¬ 
tentive to showtime.” 

“It’s like being a lineage-hold¬ 
er,” she told Interview magazine in 
2002. “It’s like being taught by 
someone who knows a dying lan¬ 
guage.” 


High profile 

Aside from her genre-bending 
career, lang has maintained her 
Sapphic profile on the cultural 
landscape through key exploits: 
her 1990 PETA “Meat Stinks” TV 
ad, playing butch barbershop 
client to model Cindy Crawford 
on a ’93 Vanity Fair cover, lustily 
crooning Steve Miller’s lewd “The 
Joker” on Rosie O'Donnell, award¬ 
ing Ellen DeGeneres a toaster 
oven on Ellen’s coming out 
episode, and serenading newly¬ 
weds on an Olivia honeymoon 
cruise earlier this month. 

She dated The L Words Leisha 
Hailey in the late ’90s, but recent¬ 
ly asked that the media focus on 


www.nobhilltheatre.com 


?S CHANNELS! 
U/QLORV HOLES! 

16 Live 

Sex Cams 


$10 Off Admission | 
Before 12 Noon!!! 


729 Bush St. @ Powell 

$5 ALL NIGHT PARKING BUSH & STOCKTON 


her craft, not her private life. 

“I have no problem inviting 
you to go through my sock draw¬ 
ers,” she told Outsmart magazine 
in May. “I think the difference is 
that when I make my art, it is hon¬ 
est and vulnerable, and it’s me. 
But I’m not relying on my sock 
drawer to enhance that.” 

Suppose lang were raising her 
own queer kid jonesing for the 
spotlight. Her own mother, Vera, 
supported her “handsome” 
daughter’s talent, yet suggested a 
career in policework or PE. 

“I’d tell him find your own way, 
just as my parents instilled confi¬ 
dence in me,” she said. “Cultural 
opportunities were limited to me. 
Lawrence Welk was as exciting as 
Ed Sullivan. Any cultural event I 
respected equally. It gave me the 
sense of myself and an eclectic un¬ 
derstanding of myself.” She often 
references wunnerful bandleader 
Welk by delivering her sultry, 
femmy “Miss Chatelaine” backed 
by a Welk-style bubble-machine. 

Gospel composer Charles 
Floyd will conduct the SF Sym¬ 
phony in pianist Scott Hiltzik’s ur¬ 
bane, soothing harmonies in the 
evening’s first half. The string sec¬ 
tion will then lend lang lush, sup¬ 
ple color under Floyd’s baton, 
with arrangements by Eumir De- 
odato. Hymns of the 49th Parallel 
(Nonesuch) hits shelves July 27. T 


www.sfsymphony.org 



'it takes years of spiritual attention to be able to remove the pretense.' 


Theatre Q 

◄ page 31 

believe enough in what we’re 
doing to give us a chance.” 

Weather played a part in dri¬ 
ving Hoffman, a Dallas native, 
from Chicago. But he was also 
frustrated by the cele¬ 
brated Chicago theater 
scene that had drawn 
him there in the first 
place. 

“I found that the 
theater scene was too 
saturated for me,” Hoff¬ 
man said. “So I wanted 
to go someplace that 
was artistic, but still 
had room for 
growth.” 

The notion to 

produce Snakebit originated with 
Dale Albright, who now carries 
the title of managing director of 
theatre Q. In his mind, he had cast 
himself as the gay man, dealing 
with a recent breakup and coping 
with an increasingly testy visit 
from his married friends. Dana 
Lewenthal was ready to play the 
wife, and she in turn recommend¬ 
ed Hoffman for the role of her 



husband. 

“I had spent a couple of years 
developing theatre Q in Chicago, 
and then we brought in some 
wrong people who took it in their 
own direction, so I left that before 
I left Chicago two-and-a-half 
years ago. I knew I wanted to start 
something here, and Dale men¬ 
tioned he also wanted a 
company. So it was a 
pretty easy decision.” 

Snakebit is being di¬ 
rected by Russell Black¬ 
wood, a founder of the 
SF-based Thrillpeddlers 
and occasional director 
at Theatre Rhino. “I 
can’t imagine anyone 
else having directed 
this show,” Hoff¬ 
man said. “He is in¬ 
credibly insightful. 
He knows what he is talking 
about.” 

Hoffman, 32, works by day in 
returns at a Best Buy outlet, a job 
he describes as “the worst in the 
store.” He has not made a living in 
theater since graduating from 
Southern Methodist University 
with a theater degree. “It pains me 
that you spend so much money 
on an education, and there’s no 



La Vachee Enragee Productions revives Mamet's Speed-the-Plow. 


guarantee you’ll work. It’s almost 
like, why offer that kind of hope 
to kids who are idealistic?” 

The goal with theatre Q is to 
treat it like a business that some¬ 
day will be able to pay its princi¬ 
pals a salary. But the business 
model will not include a “pander¬ 
ing” option for luring audiences. 

“That’s why theatre Q was 
founded in the first place in 
Chicago, because there were com¬ 
panies back there who used nudi¬ 
ty and simulated sexual experi¬ 
ences to get people into the seats. 
So theatre Q’s first show was sub¬ 
titled, ‘An evening of fully-clothed 
gay and lesbian theater.’ And 
everyone loved it. They were like, 
thank you for giving us an alter¬ 
native to Party or Naked Boys 
Singing .” 

For tickets to the Mountain 
View run, call (650) 903-6000. For 
the Walnut Creek run, call (925) 
943-7469. 

Short scenes 

• Tickets go on sale July 25 for 
Dame Edna: Back with a 
Vengeance!, beginning perfor¬ 
mances Aug. 31 at the Curran 
Theatre. This is Barry Humphries’ 
third SF visit as the glamorous 
Australian gorgon, and it’s billed 
as an exclusive pre-Broadway en¬ 
gagement. Tickets at ticketmas- 
ter.com or 512-7770. 

• The play that once boasted 
Madonna in her Broadway debut 
is being revived by La Vache En¬ 
ragee Productions for a run at the 
Off-Market Theatre. David 
Mamet’s Speed-the-Plow opens 
July 30 with Jennifer Dean as an 
office assistant who up-ends the 
grand schemes made by two 
sleazy Hollywood producers, 
played by Jeff Bredt and Richard 
Wenzel. Call 647-1287. 

• The 11th edition of the 
AfroSolo Arts Festival will run 
Aug. 1-Oct. 15 at four SF venues. 
Events include art exhibits, an 
outdoor jazz concert, spoken- 
word and dance performances, 
theater pieces, comedy, and panel 
discussions. A full schedule is 
available at www.afrosolo.org. T 


Richard Dodds can be reached 
at BARstage@aol.com. 
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Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 


Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call 


Don't want to use the #9 00 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ 
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or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve 
messages by using your Block of Time'" account from any touch-tone phone! 
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PARTING 

GLANCES 


Gold’s Gym Blue-eyed Stud Bear 

"Hoos your Daddy" T-shirt, admired 
you from behind while you worked the 
Elliptical runner. Your big day is July 
8th, how about letting me be YOUR 
Daddy? a 71334 

Fillmore 22 Bus July 6 Afternoon 

Exchanged eye contact. 1 got off 16th 
& San Bruno with package. You fol¬ 
lowed, lingered at street crossing, but 
after dropping package at UPS, you 
had disappeared, a 71343 

SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

EBay GBM Service Guy w/Car 

Seeks dom. oral feeder or anal top 
who needs to be in control in bdr, is 
affectionate, tactile, poz. Any age, 
race. Big Dad's, leather, bear types 
encouraged. Sincere here, a 71323 

Only WM R Beautiful 

GLM 38 yo, handsome, 5'8"/155#, 
HIV+, healthy muscular bottom mas¬ 
culine. Lkng to date Caucasian nice 
and romantic, versatile, 30-45 yrs, 
slim, HIV+ healthy. No drugs, no 
heavy drinkers. You won't be disap¬ 
pointed. a 71324 

Through The Good Times and Bad 

Sincere, caring GAM, 38, 5'7", med. 
build, seeks thoughtful, giving, mas¬ 
culine "Heart of Gold" who's inter¬ 
ested in friendship/relationship. 1 live 
outside of SF. Will relocate for "The 
Real Thing". a 71325 

Looking To Date A Smooth Asian 

Italian/AM, muscular, very stable, 
real nice/genuine guy who's romantic, 
passionate and wants to please his 
guy. 1 believe in honest communica¬ 
tion. 1 don't have time fpr phonies, 
superficial guys or B.S. a 

71326 

Sexy and Bright GBM 40’s Top 

Invites you a really neat masculine 
non stereotypical sexy and bright 

HIV- GBM top invites you to friend¬ 
ship and more. Race open, but prefer 
HIV-masculine, hairy men 35-55 
with intellect and shared interests in 
Performing Arts, Politics and Histo¬ 
ry, very funny and am a unique blend 
of bear/leather/levi/Davies and ACT. 
Let's get together, a 71332 

Affectionate Old Men 

LM, 48, 6', 165lbs. 1 enjoy being 
with much older men who like a lot of 
affection, kissing, holding and other 
oral pleasures. Poss LTR. Fully 
bearded, stocky, non-gym, loners a 
plus. Not into gay scene or lifestyle, 
a 71335 

Seeking LTR w/Another In-shape 

guy. 1 want a Mover', not a 'fuck 
buddy'. I'm 48, 5'9", 150#, gym 
toned, smooth, nice cock, tight ass, 
great smile, tan, buzz cut, shaved 
balls, safe, sane, financially secure, 
artist, business owner, into Zen, 

Yoga, all arts, working out. Happy 
except for one thing. 1 want a week¬ 
end lover (1 live in Sonoma). During 
the week we each live our busy lives, 
looking forward to the wkndwhen we 
can be together. S 71337 

ISO Athletic, Muscular Asian 

Need to find young Asian athletes for 
friendship and more. If you qualify, 
please appy asap. S 71344 

Lonely and Sincere in Solano 

Lonely white male, 50yo, 5'9", 

Brown hair/eyes, moustache. Looking 
for friend or more. 1 enjoy music, 
walking, sightseeing, camping, and 
hairy men. Age not important, but be 
sincere and honest. S 71345 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Fun At Night...Meet Me? 

a 71327 


Summer Nude Beach X-Rated Fun 

GWM, 5'11", 175„ masculine, good 
looking and hung seeks Buddies for 
sex, nude beaches, . a 71329 


Homeless Guy.inside now, looking 

for fun. Hairy chest, hazel eyes, 
brunette/red, uncut, bubble butt, ver¬ 
satile, 13 EE sandals, freckled, Eng¬ 
lish/Welsh. Call boss!, a 71331 


Sacto-Serious 

Me: John, 37, white, oral rimming 
w/e submissive, obedient, Pig bottom 
boy, swimmers build, very handsome, 
smooth all over, trained. You: Any 
age, decent shape, verbal, aggressive, 
hard rough rider, knows how to use 
up and ride deep and stretch out a 
tight hungry hole. Travel No. Ca. 
Sacramento area or know men who 
do. Available days for your pleasure. 
6am - 6pm, Referals? Bring a 
buddy(s)? Thank You, Sir(s). S 
71336 


Funky Men 

WM, 47, 5'11", 160 lbs. I'm looking 
to get together with really funky men 
- homeless guys, hobos, unshaven, 
sweaty, etc. - for hot, passionate, .sen¬ 
sual times. Also interested in others 
who enjoy this scene. Over 40 a+. No 
pain, S & M*. a 71340 


Master Sought 

Submissive, slender, masochistic, 
obedient, prof. GWM, 5'11", fifties, 
seeks to serve 45+Master any back¬ 
ground in totally Dom/Sub/S/M. rela¬ 
tionship. Serious only please. S 
71346 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'11", 
175#, seeks well built bottom with 
nice ass for over the knee spanking, 
role playing and plowing your ass. S 
71347 


FETISHES 


Straight Slave Seeks 

training as oral slave, 45 yo SWM, 
masochistic and obedient, service 
boy, begs to serve, a 71333 


Mr. JCXXX Young Drag-Queens. 

Cum. Me: MrJC, 56, ISO young drag- 
queens (18-21 only) for threesome. 
My + + + cigar-smokers, pretty lips, 
tight ass, 69, suck, fuck, no drugs/al¬ 
cohol, G-strings, black nylons! a 
71328 


Seeking Fetishes-Onyx Is Here 

For your svc. Open minded to all sex. 
29 yrs, smooth, tatoos, 9-10" dick, 
about 5-6" around. Short hair with 
side burns. My name is Onyx the 
Colon Beater. Seeking males only, a 
71330 


Driving Naked 2 

Sexy kink nude showoff playmates, 
J/0. Creative exhibitionists, nude 
push-ups, stripdown erects. In the 
woods, in the park. By Asian porn 
Stud. Call to set a date and place to 
meet, let's do it., a 71338 


Guys - Do you like dirty hot tubs? 

Wanna soak neck deep in our dirty 
whirlpool brimming with pubic hair 
and infested with athlete's foot and 
jock itch fungi? Our water is never 
filtered or chlorinated! a 71341 


Trim Guy Born about 1980? 

Bare with me while I try to get my 2 
1/2 " tongue a full 3" up your amaz¬ 
ing shit free asshole in hour long ses¬ 
sion. S 71348 


ER, Can’t Decide Which? 

Cock sucked, balls licked, ass eaten, 
piss drunk?.. OK, I'll just keep rotat¬ 
ing all 4! S 71349 


More Spurts for Better Blowjob 

Among my attentions to your dick. 
Uncut A+! Two patented ones you've 
got to feel to believe as you unload in 
3 maybe 4 or 5 big spurts! Try me!! 
Tonight? S 71350 


Weightlift Nude 

Have bench, barbells, dumbells. 
Watch me work out or join in. I am 
49, 5'9, 195#. S 71351 


OTHER 


Headmaster 1941 

Dominant, older gentleman, cultured, 
respectable, discipline's bad boys all 
ways. In SF, free days, a 71339 


The Sexiest Guy In Town 

Even the sexiest guy in town isn't 
worth risking your life over. S SAFE 


r 


n 



You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 

CATEGORY I I I I I I 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

State Zip 


Parting Glances 
Seeking Relationship 
Seeking Adventure 
Lesbian 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


Fetishes 

Couples 

Others 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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^ BayAreaReporter 

Personals 


MASSAGE 


Strong Sensitive Hands 

Non-Sexual 


m 


Deep Tissue/ 
Swedish Massage 
SHOCK 517-S74! 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 


STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 




Interactive 
Massage 
Therapy. 
Deep Tissue, 
Swedish, 
^—Cellulite 


Sergei CMT (415) 269-4470 


& 




/ Michael CMT 
4I5-235-8E05 

Swedish Massage 
Nt|rturing, Therapeutic 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Ev«/wkmb 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF 24Hr Mark 398-2441 E34 

EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Mase, hairy, 195, 5'11", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 E32 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

CMT 5'6", 130, sensual full body, 
real massage. In/Out. 218-0128 



Jay 


Swedish 


Massage 


CMT 



8 83 

f 

i 

i mm . 

l 

415-407-9424 

HRs10am-7pm Monday-Sunday 

jjwagner70@hotmall.com 


CALL DAM 

SS5-4889 

Professional 

Nurturing 

Deep Tissue m 

Massage 

Swedish/ 

Shiatsu 
Friendly &. 

Sensitive * 


Michad CMT 
81206929 


t Therapy 


turing 
r Brush 
[ Tanning 


N 


MIS 

bZb- 

1137 


f 


Neil 

Excellence in 
Santa Rosa 


w" 707 - 586-1826 

www.gr8rubs.co/vv 


GREAT PROSTATE RUB 

by one of the best in San Fran. To¬ 
gether with deep tissue and Nipple 
work. "You wili love it" Call me for 
info @ 244-9924,10am to 10pm/7 
days. (In Only). E3l 

IT’S A GUY THING 

Swed. massage for your male body 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 ejo 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out ejo 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 3 

CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. 


FiRNANDO 


Wk mandout ? M 

415 . 505.9056 

lernandoalvam^eol pjinh.net 


Deep Tissue / Athletic 


ft MR 


y 


\\ ir 


Steven Buck, CMT 
(415) 626-4800 

Same Day Appointments 
Near Van Ness & Market (Oak & Gough) 

www.ascesis.net 


Call Malhew 

(415) 722-S 


Out-Only j 
28 

5* 7” 

140 




' Jr 

fToutih 

of 

|aigon 


COMPLETE RELEASE 

CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/S40 

GALL: 925-682-5675 


BODY2RELAX 
~ Alejandro CMT 

415 . 297.8360 
body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www.sr-hideaway.com 3 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck»(510)388-4941 ? 

SJSFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'67150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 

E30 

Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 

_E30 

Mack's "FullBody" Massage 
In/Out Calls 415-350-0968 

E30 

14+ yrs exp, Full Tension Release 

•MID-PENINSULA-CMT- 

In/Out,days/eves,Tom,650-345-7318^ 

Sexual Rub/Hot 8" Nudist/Cum To- 
gether/Erotic/Ken/346-4966/$80 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full Body TLC 650-367-7528 


MASSAGE. 



PAUL 

CMT 

9AM-9PM 

518*1324 






iGE 


Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 24yobottom/smooth 5'7"135# 
In/Out Calls - Jason 415-210-1526 


GIVE ME YOUR BODY 

for 1 hour. Let go. Feel the need. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-330 

E30 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

VALLEJO MASSAGE4MEN! 

www.sfgaymassage.com/agino.html 
by appt only: Gino 925 200-6236. 

www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT 415-255-1164 

_ _E35 

Magical Massage Mastery that 
heals while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364 e3q 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Steamin' hot, nude erotic touch & 
skilled, intuitive bodywork in warm, 
clean studio nr Dolores Park by tall 
smooth, tanned muse blond w/strong 
hands. 1 hr=$85 • 90 mins =$100 
2hrs=$120 Heron Saline, CMT Also 
by pre-arrangement: Hypnomassage, 
neo-tantra & hot deep prostate ** 
your mini-vacation melt down** 415- 
706-9740 

E31 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 Erotic, Relaxing 2 
Deeply Stimulating. $100 - 90 min. 

41 yo, blond 6', 170, friendly, sexy. 
Brad (510) 418-0979 (in Berkeley). 

YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

IN OUT $60 

DAVE 567-7693 

_E31_ 

San Jose Massage • 408-729-7156 


4' Jft ? 


CMT 


SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415-864-6384 


Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 57" 150# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 415-690-6552 

£30 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 e3q 

EAST BAY NUDE MASSAGE 

For a warm, erotic experience 
Enjoy a nude fullbody massage 
Intuitive Topnotch Butt Massage 
$40/Hr. Jim 510-527-7630 

GREAT HANDS MASSAGE 

Tall 6'5" 245 bind blu Nebraska 
farm boy residing in California 
ready to give great massage. In or 
out $75 per hour. 408-569-3891. ej? 

Sensuality and Sensibility 
www.tgpraxis.net 415-505-8980 £(|5 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. 

MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr [)t 
Full-Body Erotic Massage 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Body shaving. Body Electric exper. by 
well-built, sexy stud. $55*0ut Extra. 
707-865-2093 Bob. eji 

WWW.SFGAYMASSAGE.COM^ 

HOTMUSCLE ASIAN 

Full body massage 415-385-0502 Ro^ 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Professional Massage Performed 
in the nude allowing mutual 
touch & release. Visa/M C/Amex 
Steven, CMT (415) 626-4800 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 
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MASSAGE 




Serious Deep Ti 
Erotic Mass? 1 "* 


Magnificent Massage Huge Hands 
Relax, Nurture Rich 510-207-0545 

E36 

CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT BODY 
WORK WITHOUT ANY 
COMPARISON. TRY IT NOW 

30,5'11",175 Ibs.Outgoing.No attitude 
Call 415-255-0850 


HOT C.M.T. 

Excellent massage by experienced 
well endowed friendly CMT 320-0302 


Healing Therapeutic Massage 
VISA/MC Kent CMT (510) 845-303 e 6 

SOMAHANDS.COM 

_E33 

ENERGYBODYCENTER.COM 

Integrative bodywork Kirk Prine 
www.fleshandspirit.org 


HOT ASIAN MASSAGE 

Excellent full-body Swedish/Sensual 
nice, smooth, in-shape 5'8" 150# 
(415) 994-1276. In $65, Out $85 


HAVE HANDS WILL TRAVEL 
Dean in SF 756-5100 In & Out. 


PROSTATE BLISS 

and Health + Full-Body by Pro. 

$60 989-7736 Sacramento/Powell ^ 

VALENTE 

Erotic Massage by sexy Mexican. See 
pics: www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415 342-1675. 


FLESHANDSPIRIT.ORG 

An introduction to Flesh & Spirit 
Community at the Center 
July 23 7-9pm 415-552-7417 

HANDSOME VENEZUELAN 

Great nude Swedish massage, 26yo 
Danny 235-6090 Slim, 57", 130 # e3o 

Strong gifted hands w/30 yrs Exp. 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com 810-8140 3) 




STRONG, HEALING 

MASSAGE 


UNIQUE, INTUITIVE BLEND OF 
DEEP TISSUE, ACCUPRESSURE & ENERGY WORK. 
NURTURING & REJUVENATING. 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 

GIOVANNI 415-522-1909 10AM11PM 

giooctffyalioo.cQm 


SENSUAL NUDE 
MASSAGE 

By handsome masculine hot Latin. 
27y/o,150#,5'8".Call Luis 336^0419 


TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, hung 
Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add $5. 
Call Dick 415-244-8828 


Relaxing Swedish Massage. 38, 6'2" 
195#. Handsome with strong hands. 
$55/Hr. In only. Call Rob 845-4807^ 


FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-3060 


MASSAGE PLUS DAY/EVE 

Relaxing/soothing Reliable. 

Short Notice. 260-0613 Frank CMT. 


San Jose-Full Body Swedish-CMT- 
$40/Hr-$55/1 l/2Hr-Showers avail. 
8am-9pm 7 Days-Same Day Appt's. 
408-288-6169'Anthony*Air Cond. E33 


WTD: A FEW GOOD MEN 

For a great massage. lOam-lOpm 
Castro. In $39. Peter *298-3309. 


Therapeutic Massage by strong, high¬ 
ly experienced CMT. 1 HR $35. 90 
min $50. Nonsexual only. Downtown 
SF, Paul • 415-928-6464. 


BODY BARBER 

& Massage Therapist. Shave/Trim/or 
sculpt body/hair/relax. Alan, CMT. 
510-436-3330. 


WALNUT CREEK 

Full body engage massage. 8am-4pm 
$45. 925-256-7135 


Call RON 

(415) 235-2755 


Body 

Tissue 




YOUR BUTT-MY TABLE 

WWW.JWEATHERMAN.COM 
CMT • 415-646-0920. 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 

Yg Asian Out $65 (650) 302-4638.^ 


ASIAN STUDENT 

Therapeutic Massage w/table* Private 
$65/Hr.9-7PM Tim (415) 341-7716. 


Body-Electric CMT offers Swedish, 
BUTT-PROSTATE, colonics and 
much more in a privte Okland studio 
10am-9pm visa/mc/disc 
Paul 510-437-1999 
WWW.MASSAGEROTIC.COM 


Brown*Uncut*Hot Pecs/Bod*24 Hr 
Friendly*Discreet*Out* 540-0269. 


LUSCIOUS MASSAGE 

By 28yo Asian/Mix in the nude. 

Alan 415-558-9910 In/Out 80/100 

E30 


Sensual, erotic massage by cute boy, 
21,friendly. 424-1502. Out. 


ENERGY HEALING 

Energy Healer opens blocks and 
boosts flow to revitalize you. 

TOM (510) 547-5449. 


ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual full body massage. In $50, 
Out $60. 510-420-0112. Kenji 


ANTHONY 

W 5 |00/hr 


SENSUAL 

SWEDISH 


6'3 handsome sexy 50yo beautiful 
8"UC will nassage you nude. Out 
Only. You over 45. Jorge 806-9253^ 


Erotic 
Sensual 
Deep Tis¬ 
sue Mas¬ 
sage 

HOT 

LATINO 

STUD 


140lbsi.,gym tone 

Tu (CMT) 

>-0994787 



Experienced Hands Provide Integrated 
Swedish, Sports, Deep Tissue Massage 
with a Sensitive Approach. 

Jefe CMT 994-4665 


Jesse, CMT 

Appointment Call 



HAIRY 

MASSEUR 

full body full release massage done in 
the nude by a very nice looking natu¬ 
rally hairy guy. 510-912-8812 Out- 
call only. 

J F 30 



My hot hands on Your man flesh 

EROTIC 

MASSAGE 

Rev. Randy Ph.O,CMT 415-240-1240 


MEN WHO WANT IT ALL! 

Prof LMT tailors session to meet your 
needs. Muscular, erotic+energy bod- 

CALLTOM (510) 547-5449. 


HOT GQ MODEL 

5'8" 160# Erotic Massage 
415-424-9879.100 hr. 


ITALIAN RUB 

Full-body sensual massage. 32, 6'1" 
Masculine, well-built hairy body. 

ANTON 

925-920-0018. IN/OUT. 


Nude massage by 23yo, cute boy 
Erotic, sensual • 368-5759 • Out 


ANTONIO 

Sensual relaxing massage by sexxxy 
Latino. Out only. See pics 
http://mygaydar.com/aztecproud 
415-577-3086. 


RUSSIAN RIVER 

Skilled Massge for men by men. 
Therapeutic, sensual on request. 
www.bodytouchtherapy.com at 
707-865-9096. 


DELUXE TANTRA PLUS 

Nude, full body, Erotic 
release.Goodlkg, muscular, masseur. 
2 BlksW of City Hall (In Only). 

9 yrs. exp. • Gary @ 305-5609. 


GREAT PROSTATE RUB 

by one of the best in San Fran. To¬ 
gether with deep tissue and Nipple 
work. "You will love It" Call me for 
info @ 244-9924, 10am to 10pm/7 
days. (In Only). 
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MASSAGE 



707.586.5P5 50 MIN NORTH OF SF 

OFF HWY101 7 DAYS II AM-11PM SHORT NOTICE OK 
ALL AGES/RACES/BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 


www.onehotmassag6.com 



Therapeutic 
ffMassage 
* S by Strong, 
m Friendly CMT 
Swedish/ 
? Deep Tissue! 

In/Out; 
| : on a | 

^ Massage Table j 


lekT 

415 - 553-4111 



MODEL/ESCORTS 


New in Town!! 
Luke 

Real Photo, 
Blonde, Blue, 22y.o. 
8.5 Thick 

k Downtown Location 
1 '"/Out • 24/7 

' 4 ' 5 " 7 22 ‘^745 



MUSCLE WORS HIP and erotic massage 

Fr.i n>y .Irji fTO 's'lQyit'ii'lef 


Stadia®®® a ©assy 

% 


5’10” 

240# 

52”c 

33”w 

19”a 

In/Out 


MODEL/ESCORTS 




laterSlater.com 

415297.28831 



Bo McCain 

1415 * 3 09 - 9&66 


[6 Ft. 
[175# 

[red/blue 


| friend ly 
sensual 


Red Headed All American 
Boy Next Door 
www.bomccain.com 



Goodlooking, 6T', 165 Lbs 

ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage E3Q 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

■ _£30 

Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 415-256-6743 E4Q 

AN ATTRACTIVE 
HANDSOME GREEK 

will kick back. 5'10", 180#,brn, 
hazel eyes, uncut thick. B4 11pm 
Call 415-412-2830 




AFFECTION STUD 
_ESCORT_ 

28 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Gig Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 


Bl BLK STUD TOP 

Handsome hung and functional 
also friendly and very discreet. 
Out Only. 

CEDRIC • 510 776-5945. 


Hot 8" Nudist/Porn/Oral/Love/Cum/ 
Kink/Fantasy/Ken/346-4966/$80 


CUTE CLEAN CUT BLOND 

5'9" 145lbs 29/30 wst fit slim 
smooth Chris 415-225-4081 


FIREFIGHTER 

6'1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

E30 


Mike, 39, 5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100 (415) 863-8932 


GET MORE! (TOP) 
RENTDEREK.COM 

GBM 6' 165# 9.5x6 415-425-3735 


S BAY LATIN HUNK 

www.juniortorres.com 
35yr 5'9", 170 100% vers 
8 1/2 thick uncut very discreet 
open minded, tatooed, 
goatee, masculine, will travel. 
408-607-5113 cell 


RICARDO 

25 yo, 5* 10", 175# 

www.latino4men.com 



6 ' 240 # 


LIVE SHOW!! 

2 hot guys. Watch or join in. We are 
friendly, VGL, well hung, 1 cut 1 
uncut, both thick. Call by 11pm, 
near Market/Van Ness. 412-2820 


ARAB-AMERICAN FOOT-TOP 

My 11" Masterful Feet. Pics avlble. 
Email: rickcrickcl@cs.com 


Sexy, Masculine, Buzzcut & Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

Well-hung, big balls, EZ-Goin' 6ft 
Clint*415-540-5311* in/out, 24 hrs 
see pics at www.geocities.com/ 
swingonmythingsf/photopage.html 

6'2"/160lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

HORNY 21Y0 WM 

$120/hr Out only - in SF City 

TALL YOUNG HOT 

$140 in South/East Bay - Out only 

415-596-0734 SHAWN 

COLLEGE STUD 

_ £30 

WORSHIP STR8 GOD!!! 

Submit! 415-336-1863 Surrender! 

_E30 

Anything Goes Asian 5'7" 135 lbs. 
Tom 415-412-7261 


Submit and Surrender 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Leatherman Master-Spanking 
BD/CBT/TT/FF— Limits respected & 
expanded. Bob 707-865-2093. 


LATINO DADDY BARE 

Tall, Hung, Handsome Mexican, 

Uncut, Versatile 

Call Joe 415-225-4963 


EUROPEAN PORN MODEL 

5'9", 215#, 10x6, 35 yo, muscle 
body builder. Out, 24/7, top/versatile 
415-239-6916,225-8827 (cell) 
Antony 


SPEEDO BOY 24 

Bottom boy David 415.929.9224 

___E 

VERY HARD & BIG 

Experienced top, well endowed 
Will make you Happy! 207-6486 


SPANK ME 24 

Attractive Jock (415) 273-5707 


Frat Hunk 

Solid/Masculine/Affectionate 
Out 415-640-4045 


MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls onl^. 

LET’S PARTY 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 
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MODEL/ESCnRTS 


San Francisco’s top Black 
Male Escort” 
IN/OUT 6’ 165# 9.5X6" 




SEXY VERSATILE GUY 

Friendly latino, smooth body, tan 
slim, cleanout, gym toned, 26 yo. 
57", 130#, 7x6 Erik 235-6090 


EXPERT ORAL 

Athletic friendly guy. 5'10", 160# 
Market & Polk. 415-412-2820 

EXPERT BLK TOP STUD 

6'6" Tall, 240#, 38yo, smth, muse, 
build. Extra goodlooking and hung 
huge 10x7 manf**ker. 

SF only. Out only anytime. 

Call Robb 415-240-0842 $150.00 
www.geocities.com/blktoplO 

hot hisp amer 30's 
safe 
masc 
oral 
rim 

$100 In 
$120 Out 
408-896-7925 
408-287-9927 

NEW AFROCUBAN BOY 

Available 24/7 Safe Fun and Erotic 
Massage. Outcalls. 25yo 130Lbs 57 
8 cut Top • Call Domingo 
415-336-4188 

In San Francisco July 22-26 

MUSCLEMASTER 
OFFICER RYKER 

www.RykerLA.com *818-781-1278. 

___E30 

HOT 24 HUNG 
LATINO TOP 

5'8" 150Lbs. Masculine, shaved head 
kinky sensual, no attitude, habla 'es- 
panol. Out calls only. Discreet. 
415-540-1210. Big men welcome. ^ 

Hot yng ath blk 9" 

Out Only. Tevin *• 415-724-2704. £ 

WWW.LATERSLATER.COM 

WWWSFESCORTREVEWSCOM 

WWWSFESCORTREVEWSlCOM 

WWWSFESCORTREVEWSCOM 

__E 

Laidback GWMUncle,44,6',180#,9" 
cut X-thick Bald Tattoos Top,fun,hot 
Out Only in SF Gary 377-0424. $80^ 

23/57" $110 In/Out 994-3763 

CUTE MEXICAN BOTTOM 

SAN JOSE BOY 
WWW.SJBOY.COM 

27,5'11",165#,Blond Hair 
Pager/Voice: 888-325-3005 


BLACK BODYBUILDER 
220 LBS OF MUSCLE. 6’2” 

OUT ONLY (209) 914-2770. 

TOP/IN/TOPS 

Hot man 10+ 

GreatTop 
Great Rate 
$100 - Out Only 
415-298-4295. Matt 

STR8 BLOND MUSCLE!!! 

5'9"185# 415-995-7447. HotH! 

5'll",170#,brn/blu Masc&Sexy32yo 

KICK BACK TOP 

Hung 8 hard & cut, Avail 24/7 and if u 

WANT 2 STUDS? 

2nd=30yo Italian 5'9"8 fat masc top 
Discounts 4 students/latinos/escorts. 

415-336-1584. JAKE 

Hot Vers Top 

91/2X6 

6'2 175 38 yrs old. Friendly and 
honest. Available most days and 
evenings. Ph Anthony 724-5140 

Hot Blonde w/Green Eyes 

SEXY NEW BOY TOY 

57" 135# Smooth/Bottom/Boyish 24yo 
In/Out calls - Jason 415-210.1526 


-HOT TWINK RYAN- 

'm Blk cute, 20, 5'11" 
140 Blk Brn Vers Top 
8c Ryan • 415.713.7098 
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■JCM.IflU 


HMk 


Tom BuStone 



Super Hung 
Total Top 

Reliable Vanilla 

Professsional Kink 

Trustworthy Domination 
Discreet Role Plau 




PEOPLE 



415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 




Hot 

local Ours! 

Bay Area s hottest chatline 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 
Try it for 

FREE 


MEN 

Local * Live * Now 


San Francisco 

415 - 402-1010 


408-257-4411 

925-426-5588 

650-223-0200 

510-859-2000 


Call Toll FREE 

1-800-777-8000 


Good Hea‘d in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


Fisting Top looking for some A list 
pussy. 752-0971. 

SPANKING OVER MY KNEE 
Experienced, Safe, Role-play/Real 
415-864-2766 Beginners Welcome^ 

GM/S Cruz Co will suck/rim all races 
18-26, Fit. 831-722-3739. 


OPERA & 

SYMPHONY LOVER? . 

GWM, high-tech professional, 53, 

HIV-, brn hair & eyes, 5T1" av build 
ISO fellow music afficionado in his 
30's or 40's, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful wit! Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 

Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Francis¬ 
co Bay Areas preferred. Visit 
www.dukepersonalsearch.com client 
ad 2738. (FREE). 




Husband Wanted* 

We represent a handsome GWII, HIV-, age 51, 
rwlhbrown har&eyeswtha muscular build, 
a physician in San Francisco, he loves travel, 
good food, volunteering, independent films and 
iogs. He’s looking for a man in his 30’s to 40’s, 
dim, energetic^ aid adventorous. Areyou warm, 
caring aid spiritually aware? If you enjoy watchinc 
lV pro-M i¥af$ a plus! Respond to m Code 
§>83, (Never a charge to respond- FREE) 


C l_ U B 


Freejmemb ersh ipsjto 




€9 

www.gaymillionai resclu b.cpm 



Strictly Sex! 

Record & Listen to personal ads 

. 0X308 

code: 1010 


415-247-2000 

510-814-6699 

707-522-5001 

916-489-9800 

209-473-5959 

559-271-9999 

Origin: 1-800-825-1598 


WMffl® 1 


BAY AREA MEN 


• Live Talk 

• Meet Ads 

• Voice Mail 

24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

( 415 ) 981-8123 


Bare Assed Spanking 
SF's Best Spanker 
Daddy Howard. 929-1185 

Body Trim & Shave 
"Castro Area Location". Call 4 
apptmt • 626-1168 



WHO W/B MRSFLEA 2005? 

Mr. Edge Lea. - Already Chosen 
Mr. Hayes Valley Lea - Sat, Aug 7th 
Mr. Daddy's Leather-Fri, Aug. 20th 
Mr. Powerhouse Leather-Sat,Aug 21 
Mama's Leather Man-2B announced. 

MR. SF LEATHER 
CONTEST IS SAT. SEP 25 

Are you man enough to weather the 
rigors of being a title holder??? 


INTL. MS. LEATHER IN 
OMAHA, NE THIS WKEND 

Tammie Nelson "steps" aside from 
an honorable year with the title. 

E2; 

NO CALIF LEA SIR/BOY 

Contests Weekend of Aug 13-15 up 
at the Russian Rivrer area. Have you 
made your reservations yet? Do it! 


| BayAreaBeporter 

PERSONALS ORDER FORM ; 

DEADLINE 

NOON on MONDA 

Payment must acco 
No ads taken over t 
telephone. If you ha 
| question, calf 415.f 

■ Display advertising 

. available upon requ 

I RATES 

indicate 

Type Style 

Here ▼ 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

X-BOLD Stops Here ' 

Mill 1 1 

V BOLD Stops Here 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

r CAPS Stop Here V 

1 II 1 

’ Regular Stops Here ▼ 

II II 1 


y 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

1 II 1 

II II 1 


” pan,ad ' 11 i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 1 II 1 

1 II 1 

II 1 II 

** r ii i u ill ii i r i 

1 1 1 1 1 


II II 1 

rates 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M 1 1 Ii 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

1 II 1 

II 1 II 

est. 

... I..-L 1 1JL- 

1 M 1 . 

II II 1 

■ First line, Regular 4 

1 All subsequent fines ! 

| CAPS double price 

| BOLD double price 

| X-BOLD triple 

sn 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 II 

1 1 II 1 

IIM 

II II 1 

Mill 1: t.l MINI 

Mill 

1 II 1 

II 1. II 


II II 1 

1 II 1 

II II 1 

1 Mill III Mil 1 

III 1 1 

1111 

II II 1 

1 PAYMENT 

J □ Cash 

* □ Personal Check 

J □ Money Order 

J □ Visa 

J □ MasterCard 

. Minimum $10 charge 

1 on Visa and MasterCard. 

1 _ 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

[ MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

I R AV ADC A 

1 

Card Number 

Name Telephone 

REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

_1 

3-Dlglt Security Code ExpiraUon Date 

Address 

Signature 

City State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 
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FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off+ Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 

Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 

----yj 

BLOW BUDDIES 

We're hiring. You must be able to 
work some 2nd and 3rd shifts. Previ¬ 
ous experience working with the pub¬ 
lic required. Pick up application at' 
933 Harrison or send us your resume 
at www.blowbuddies.com. 


TOTAL 

COCKSUCKERS 

WANTED 

Are you addicted to sucking 
cock? Are you a show off? Look 
good, be passionate. Email 
paul@treasureislandmedia.com or 
call Paul at 415-437-6696 ext #3 

WWW.TREASUREISLAND 

MEDIA.COM 


MODEL NEEDED 

Oline ezine needs male models for 
bondage pictures and videos. Top 
dollar paid. Easy shoots. Be 
yng/gl/musc. 

925-518-9950 

TOP $ BOTTOM FUCKER$ 

We're looking for a few hot, uninhib¬ 
ited men who want to do it on video. 
Get paid for what you love to do! 
Email jobs @ spunkvideo or call 415- 
979-9515. 

WWW.SPUNKVIDEO.COM 

E30 


XXX WEB 



New features 
help you find 
men faster! 


Now up to 
9 photos 


Real voice 
Profiles 


• Free 

Conference 

Calling 




THE website for men 
; sex with other men... 

ehf*cu«Uork ©mcs 


Introducing 



HotjOlderMA UEICOM 


Bay Area Guide to Gay Cruising 
Enter Free Trial code 3295 

WWW.SQUIRT.ORG, 

XXX GAY DVD’S 

Spunkvideo.com has the hottest 
new adult DVD's at deep discount 
All the popular brands & stars 
plus nasty bareback & fetish 
titles, in stock & ready 2 cum. 

SPUNKVIDEO.COM 


All Sex 
No Shame 

WWW.SEX4HOTTVIEN.COM 

09 

Hot men cruising 
24 hrs. 

WWW.M4M4SEX.COM 


POWERHOUSE-SF.COM 

E39 































































